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Sermon 
February 19 2017

“The Temptation of Christ”  
Matthew 3:13-17, Luke 3:21-22, Mark 1:9-11, John 1:32-34

Review: 

This is really the point where John’s Ministry ends and Jesus’ begins. We see a transition

John had preached a message of truth, exposing mans heart. 

He said that there was a judgement that was coming… 

The people responded to John’s message and said what should we do? 

He began to tell them they needed to act against their common behavior… 

Not works, but to expose their heart. They had to change, but this change does not come under their own power.

When we look at John’s message, and see what he was preaching, Repent and Be baptized, these people were 
being prepared for the messiah. When John pointed Him out, they would believe. Acts 19:4

Jesus came down to the river to be baptized by John

John was taken off guard and wasn't sure that he should baptize Jesus, but obeyed Jesus. 

The confirmation of the Dove, and the Voice from Heaven which was God. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Genealogies:

Matthew 4:1-13
3 Temptations of Christ
 (1) the lust of the flesh; (2) the lust of the eyes; (3) the pride of life.

There is no sin in temptation, and temptation does not necessitate sinning. We read as Jesus was tempted, He 
was without sin. As Christians, we are to be “Christ Like”

Temptation James 1:3 Knowing that the proving of your faith worketh patience.

This temptation, as in the book of Job, God uses even satanic tempting to serve His sovereign purpose. 
If we want to be Godly people, We need to learn how to flee from temptation.  JOSEPH

Memorize: Romans 5:3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance,

Christ was tempted in all points Heb 4:15, 1 John 2:16

Temptation will Lead us off the path of Obedience and we will follow our own desires. We can resist it by obeying 
Scripture. KNOW SCRIPTURE!!! 
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Vs 1
There was never a time in our Lord’s life where He was not full of the Holy Spirit. But it was specifically mentioned 
here because of the temptation which He was to endure. 

Filled with the Holy Spirit means to be completely yielded to Him and to become completely obedient to every 
word of God. 

The wilderness… A desolate and empty land. Most likely the Wilderness of Judea along the West Coast of the Red 
Sea. This is an empty, rocky, barren area. 

Vs 2
He was tempted for 40 days and at the end of the days He became hungry. Matthew says he fasted, then He 
became hungry. 

In a 1997 article in the British Medical Journal, Michael Peel, senior medical examiner at the Medical Foundation 
for the Care of Victims of Torture, cites well-documented studies reporting survivals of other hunger strikers for 28, 
36, 38 and 40 days. 

This shows the true humanity of Christ: HE WAS HUNGRY. 

This was the target of His first temptation by Satan. 

The next three years of Christ’s life would be a time of struggle. It is not something that a mere man could endure.

Adam failed, Israel Failed

This Tempting Will 
1. Prove His worth as our Savior 
2. Fit Him for the fight that was ahead We know that even though Christ was God in Human form, He underwent 

training by the Father. We read that He grew Luke 2:52. Grew in Wisdom and favor with God and Man.  

Woodrow Kroll- God has raised up great leaders for His people throughout history. But none of them has been 
able to accomplish what Jesus alone accomplished. He brought people real rest. He brought people into peace 
with God. 

Vs 3 
1st Point: The tempting of Jesus by fulfilling the Lust of the Flesh

Sin is going against the will of God, or not trusting God for His provisions. Being controlled by the flesh. 

Satan suggests that The Lord should use His divine power to satisfy His Flesh

Up to now, The Lord has been completely reliant on God’s power and in perfect obedience. 

Satan understood who Jesus was and the power behind Him. 

Vs 4
We see an interesting answer by Jesus here. 

Deuteronomy 8:3

Here Moses recalls Israel’s failures. Israel had a bad heart, God allowed them to be hungry, but yet He provided 
for them. 
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The Lord had allowed trials to come into their lives to humble, prove and to test the obedience of the Israelites. But 
they were fed with manna from heaven and provided with clothing. 

The Lord knew their hearts but wanted to manifest to the people their own rebellious nature so they might more 
fully appreciate His mercy and Grace, Another lesson was to fear the Lord. 

Jesus studied the OT and knew the History of Israel. 

Satan know the Scripture and the History. Satan is a theologian. He always is trying to twist The Word of God to 
get what he wants. 

“love”, “acceptance”, “God Loves everyone” 
Matthew 6:25 
here Jesus shows an example to us of how to live by God’s Will, by trusting God & Obeying His word. As 
Believers, we need to do more than just live or survive, we need to OBEY. 

2nd Point: The Tempting with the Lust of the Eyes
Vs 5-7
Satan here exposes the World in all of it’s splendor (not its sin) to Christ. 

Not the world itself but the kingdoms of the world. There is a sense in which he does have authority. ***Notice that 
Jesus does not argue with Satan***

Satan is the ruler of this world - John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, god of this age 2 cor.4:4 prince of the power of the air 
Eph 2:2

Turn to Rev 11:15- God has purposed that “the kingdoms of this world” will one day become The kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ. 

Satan was offering to Jesus what would eventually be His one day… 

One thing about Satan, he always promises the “feel good now” results and not the pain that will come after. 

Jesus knew that there was no shortcut to the throne. He knew that the Cross had to come first. 

Under no means would He go against the will of His father and worship Satan. 

This was a real temptation, God gave man a natural desire to rule

Henry IV gave up his protestant faith for a crown he was Considered a usurper by Catholics and a traitor by 
Protestants

Vs 8
Again Jesus’ response in from Scripture. Deut 6:13. 

Moses warned the people (the had been worshiping a golden calf) to not forget The Lord. 

Once they would reach the promise land and enjoy its rich prosperity, there was a danger that they would forget 
the one who gave them the Law and turn to other Gods. 

Obedience to the law was not so much a means of gaining favor with God, but a way to show Love to Him. 

Love in the Bible is not a warm tenderness but a calculated pattern of conformity to the revealed will of God. Its not 
an option but a necessity for well being. 
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Point 3: the temptation of Satan by the Pride of Life(arrogance over one’s circumstances)
Vs 9-11 
This was a clever test by satan.  He turns from offering Jesus physical objects to tempting to prove He is the 
Messiah. 

A few points I would like to make about satan. 
1. Uses scripture- he knows scripture, - in the garden. He twisted scripture. 
2. challenges faith, 2 Cor 11:14
3. Satan is not Omnipresent- Only God is. Job 1:7,12, Matthew 4:3,11

Satan was challenging Jesus here. 

Psalm 91:11-12, God had promised that He would protect the Messiah. Here it seems as though Satan is trying to 
challenge Jesus as being the Messiah. 

Malachi 3:1 Malachi had predicted that the Messiah would suddenly come to His Temple. This could have been an 
opportunity for Jesus to prove He was the Messiah without going to the Cross. 

Vs 12
Jesus’ answer is again from Scripture. Deuteronomy 6:16. 

Exodus 17, we see at Massah, there was not enough water to drink, the people were questioning that Jehovah 
was with them. To doubt God’s care is to test Him. 

Seeking signs from God is testing Him. We are doubting Him and His provisions to us. 

We are to trust God in all situations. When we do this, we are stepping out in faith. 

***If we put God’s faithfulness to the test by believing his promises, we will find He is ALWAYS faithful. 

Conclusion
Christ was faced with 3 temptations. He always fell back on the Word. 

Satan can only make suggestions, he cannot force us to do things Flip Wilson coined the phrase “The Devil Made 
Me Do It” 

When we are not walking by the Spirit, we are going to make poor decisions and give in to temptation. 

Temptation in itself is not sin, its the act of giving in to the temptation is where the sin comes. 

Testing is valuable, Gold. 

Where Adam failed, Christ succeeded. 

Hebrews 6:13-
Our hope of salvation cannot fail 
1. God has sworn to bless us and God can’t lie
2. The one of whom our anchor is tied, it will never slip! Our anchor is on the throne of God. 

Where is our hope? Men or God. 


