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Sermon 
February 5 2017

“The Baptism of Christ”  
Matthew 3:13-17, Luke 3:21-22, Mark 1:9-11, John 1:32-34

Review: 
John the Baptist’s Ministry begins. 

It was a dark time, governed by corruption and a seemingly hopeless time. 

There were those who continued to look for their messiah while others (Pharisees) were caught up in their own 
self righteousness and sins. 

John came from the wilderness to “clear the way” for the Messiah that was coming to His People. 

Change your ways…Repent (Change your mind)

As believers we are identifying with the Death Burial and resurrection of Christ. 

Believer’s Baptism- Romans 6:3-5 Matthew 28:19-20

Up to this point John has just finished telling them that they needed to Change their ways and get baptized (which 
would associate them with a change or a change of association.)
 
They heard his message. John warned them that they were not saved by association to Abraham, but the fact that 
they had to repent. They had to turn from their sinful ways. 

They were made aware that their ways were not going to save them. 

This is really the point where John’s Ministry ends and Jesus’ begins. We see a transition

John had preached a message of truth, exposing mans heart. 

He said that there was a judgement that was coming… 

The people responded to his message and said what should we do? 

He began to tell them they needed to act against their common behavior… 

Not works, but to expose their heart. They had to change, but this change does not come under their own power.
________________________________________________________________________________________
When we look at John’s message, and see what he was preaching, Repent and Be baptized, these people were 
being prepared for the messiah. When John pointed Him out, they would believe. Acts 19:4

Why was Jesus Baptized, and why was Luke so brief about it when the others expounded? 

Jesus had not ever sinned. So why did He insist that he be baptized? 

The purpose of John’s Baptism was that the Jews were repenting and associating themselves with John’s 
command to repent

in Luke we see He is baptized, in Matthew we see that The author focuses a bit more on some of the details.  
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Matthew 3:13-17

Why did John not want to be baptize Jesus?

Not mentioned in Moses’ Law, this was not essential to fulfill legal obedience for one born under the law Gal 4

John 1:14 Jesus was full of Grace and Truth, Hebrews 7:26 We see Christ’s Divine Character

Whats going on here and why was His baptism so important? 

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 19:10

it was so important that we even see in vs 13 Jesus walked 60 miles to be baptized. 

3 distinct voices:

John objects to it, Jesus insists on it, God is pleased with it. 

1. John’s Objection vs 14

John had recognized Jesus’ deity 

John 1:21 (he was clearing the way) 31 & 33 - John did not recognize him, but by prophetic means, he knew him. 

Mary and Elizabeth- John the baptist leaped in her womb. 

John 1:30 John understands his place and who Jesus is. 

A. Here is one reason for the baptism: John 1:31 So Christ may be manifested to Israel.

John is theologically spot on. He recognizes his position and who Christ is. 

2. Jesus Insists on it vs 15
These are the first words words recorded of Jesus as an adult. The last time we heard him was 18 years ago when 
he was a child. “I must be about My Father’s business”

He does not scold or argue with John, He understood John’s heart.  

He just says to John, Permit this at this time… “to fulfill all righteousness”

Jesus knew what He was to do. He had a very defined plan.
John 4:34, John 6:38, John 8:29, John 5:30 Jesus’ whole life was rendered to doing the will of the Father. 

Why would Jesus need to do anything to fulfill righteousness? 

As God, He is above the law Mathew 9:6 Heb 1:6-8 He did not need any new obedience… 

Christ by His very character, defines righteousness. 

Deuteronomy 32:4 Definition of the character God and it implies to Christ as god incarnate. 

Jesus is perfect in every way… 
So why would He submit to this ritual that was only for contrite sinners? 

Here is the answer Gal 4:4-5 

His obedience to the law was not for Him, it was for us. 
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He was born under the law and was obligated to obey the law like all men, HOWEVER, Unlike any man, He 
obeyed the law perfectly. 

Not to make himself more righteous. 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned—

Romans 5:19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous.

He was doing for us what Adam didn’t. 

He is fulfilling all righteousness for the sake of the sinners that He came to save!  

Matthew 5:20 Jesus was implying that not only an outward righteousness as the pharisees, it had to be a real, 
internal change of heart. 

*** This is imputed to us once we believe on Him. Once we accept Him as our Savior. 

Matthew 5:48 This is perfection is spiritual maturity that enables Christians to Imitate God in dispensing blessing to 
everybody without partiality. 

No amount of human work would ever fulfill the favor of the Father

Our sin was being imputed to Him just as His righteousness was being imputed to us. 

2 Cor 5:21 

The merit of his righteousness is being transferred to us. 

Not merely the forgiveness of our sins, we need more, we need both Righteousness and forgiveness. 

Suffering is not righteousness, obedience is  

Deut 6:25  "It will be righteousness for us if we are careful to observe all this commandment before the LORD our 
God, just as He commanded us.

Jesus didn't do that for himself, He did it for us! 

Jesus not only had to die for our sins, He had to live for our righteousness RC Sproul

If Christ had only earned forgiveness of sins for us, then we would not merit heaven. Our guilt would have been 
removed, but we would simply be in the position of Adam and Eve before they had done anything good or bad and 
before they had passed a time of probation successfully Wayne Grudhem

we need more than a clean slate, we also need a robe of righteousness. which we get from Christ’s obedience. 

it was act of obedience. John 10:18

It was the whole picture of Christ's life.

“It is finished”  When He said this, He meant, everything. The perfect obedience. He fulfilled the law on our behalf. 

Philippians 2:8. 
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John Owen- He needed no obedience for Himself, It was for us He fulfilled the law for us. 

This was a true work of going beyond the law. 

Matthew 5:17 He fulfilled every jot and tittle 

vs 15

“then he permitted Him” or “let it be so now”

The first thing that we see is Jesus acting as our substitute. 

B.This was an identifying with his people through John’s Baptism the believing remnant along with 
C. He was beginning to weave the perfect robe of righteousness for us, he was identifying with sinners (2 
cor 5:21) 

1 Cor 1:30 - He is our righteousness

Jer 23:6- In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be 
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

Phillippians 3:9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—

Romans 3:22 Our Righteousness comes through our faith in Him. 

Memorize!!! 2 Cor 5:21 

His perfect life, His righteousness is imputed to us. 

**John was given a very short explanation after he makes his comment here… He could have in no way fully 
comprehended the whole picture of the significance of which he was about to do. He was obedient and did it. 
“then he permitted Him”

3. God is pleased with His Son vs 16-17
D. vs 16 This is the confirmation that John was going to get John 1:33
vs-17
The voice of the father speaking complete approval of His son.  This is the same voice at the Mount of 
Transfiguration. Matthew 17:5 

Justification by faith- Not just bearing forgiveness, Christ not only took away our sin, He provided us with the 
perfect righteousness which God demands. 

Colossians 3:3-4 One day we will be with Christ. 

Conclusion
He elevated us to the highest position. 

Job had a question, he was the most righteous man in his time. 

Job 9:2 - How can a man be in the right before God? 

We can answer that, we can look back on the finished work of Christ. Who devoted His entire life to righteousness. 

Don't ever look for Salvation in anything else. There is not anything else that we can look to fore salvation. 


