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Sermon  
April 2, 2017 
 

“Obedience of a Fisherman”    

Luke 5: 1-11 
Review:  
What is the message of the Bible?  
God graciously rescues sinners from the punishment of Hell to the eternal joy of Heaven.  
 
Salvation is the theme of the entire book! Salvation from Hell and sin.  
 
We cannot save ourselves from Hell, so God must devise a way. A just payment had to be made. But the 
sinner can’t pay for his sin. So there must be a substitute.  
 
The Bible tells us that substitute is the Son of God, The Messiah.  
 
The OT tells us that this Messiah is coming. “The Seed of the woman”  The one who will bring 
forgiveness, the sacrifice, substitute, the one who will release the world from its sin.   
 
WHY DID JESUS COME? 
Vs 18-19 
 
These are 4 descriptions of the unredeemed, the unsaved. They describe desperate sinners in their state of being 
lost. The unconverted.   
 
1. To preach the Gospel to the poor 
2. To proclaim the release to the captive 
3. Recovery of sight to the blind 
4. To set free those who are oppressed 
 
Until a sinner comes to the understanding that they fall into one of these categories, they will not see their need for 
a savior. Next we see them turn on Jesus as he has just finished telling them that He was the One that they were 
waiting for.  
 
The story unfolded in 3 parts.  The Rejection, The Reminder, The Rage  
 
They were told by Jesus that “I am the Messiah”, then they began questioning who He was. Next he 
reminded them of God sending help to the Gentiles. 
 
He said in a sense to them: God will save an unclean Gentile before he saves you, a “righteous Jew”.  
 
Vs 31 After Jesus is rejected in His hometown, He begins his Galilean Ministry. We see Him continue in 
His tradition and His obedience to His reason for being here. 
 
1. Jesus’ Power over Demons   2. Jesus’ Power over the Body 3. Jesus’ Priority to Preach The Word 
The Priority of the church is to preach God’s word. Our personal priority- give attention to God’s word.   
 
Through this passage, we can easily see that Jesus is God! This is clearly a miracle! 
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What happened here changed the rest of the disciple’s lives. They had enough evidence here that when 
they saw the miracle, they immediately dropped what they were doing and followed Him!  
 
What we are about to study is a very important passage for us all to think about. It may be a simple 
passage and most likely one that we can all reflect on since childhood. The implications are huge and it 
is a challenge to us all and something that we should all be doing.  
 
1. Jesus’ Continued Obedience to the Will of the Father.  
Vs 1  
The crowd was pressing in on Him.  
 
We see that Jesus drew massive crowds through his miracles and His teachings. We read in this chapter 
that He was marked by His clear teaching, casting out demons and healing.  
 
He always drew a huge crowd.  
 
First century historian Josephus estimated the population of Galilee to be around 3 million, so a large 
crowd is easily attainable.  
 
The Crowd was pressing in on Him to hear the Word of God.  
 
We just read that His work was to Preach the good news of the kingdom. This was His purpose.  
 
The term here “the  word of God” is not referring to The Bible, but the actual word that came directly from 
God.  
 
This was the Good News of salvation, the truth about entering the Kingdom of God. FOREGIVENESS, 
SALVATION and ETERNAL LIFE!!!  
 
MEMORIZE John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent 
Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
 
Vs 2 
They were mending and washing their nets. They had been out all night fishing. They needed to prepare 
for the following night. The sea of Galilee was known for its commercial fishing.  
 
They said that the schools of fish were so large at times that it could be seen from the shore. So there 
was no shortage of fish to catch.  
 
The boats would drop their nets and one boat would circle around with the net. While the other boat 
stayed. They would then pull the ends together and lift with a crane like apparatus. This would pull up the 
bottom of the net and anything and all that was in the water would come up with the nets.  
 
The large crowd was drawn to Him because of His miracles and healing.  
 
Vs 3 
This was not a random choice. He did everything with purpose. The time had come for Jesus to come 
into Peter’s life, with James and John who would become His inner circle. We see an earlier call for 
Peter, Andrew, James and John in Matt and Mark. In this passage, we see the final call as they 
abandoned their fishing career to follow The Lord as permanent full time disciples.  
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Peter becomes the leader of the disciples ( as we see him always named first on the New Testament 
lists of the Disciples).  
 
He climbs into the boat and begins to teach from a sitting position as was customary for the Jews. We 
see here His position as a Rabbi.  
 
Again, we can safely assume that the context of His teaching was the Kingdom. As we read in Luke 4:43 
 
Vs 4 
Luke did not expound much on the teaching here or many of the details, but when we see what happens 
next, we Luke’s purpose in focusing on this particular incident.  
 
The reason for fishing at night was that the fish would come to the shallow.  
 
Remember that Jesus was a carpenter, and Simon (Peter) was the fisherman. Jesus said to drop the net 
into the deep. This was surely a point where Peter would have questioned Jesus.  
 
Vs 5 (First half) 
We can see that here Simon questions Jesus, almost as he is saying “Really”?  
 
No doubt they must have been tired, and probably very hungry. They were preparing to go out again that 
evening.  
 
(Note: in the grammar Jesus is saying to Peter, Put out into the deep, then to the whole crew, let down 
your nets.) 
 
As we go about our daily business and getting caught up in the mundane day to day things.  
 
Little distractions that we all are encompassed with. Are others around us able to see the light that we 
bear? If they see it, are we able to tell them what it is?  
 
Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven. 
 
I’m the fisherman, you are the carpenter, this is not a good idea, we fish at night… The fish are deep now. It’s 
not easy to cover all this water with our nets…   
 
This is an area in Peter’s life where he is the expert.  
 
Do any of us have it right? Are we all doing what we are supposed to be? Are we studying God’s Word? 
As we study God’s word, are we submissive, letting it teach us, or are we like Simon here?  
 
2. A Disciple’s Obedience to the Will of Jesus 
 
Vs 5 (second half) 
We just read in chapter 4 that Jesus had healed Peter’s Mother in law. So he recognizes undoubtedly the 
deity of Christ.  
 
Simon recognizes the authority of Jesus being the Messiah and is obedient. He lets down his net 
 
Jesus is omniscient!  
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Psalm 139:1-6, 23-24 We see David acknowledging the omniscience of God.  
 
What an encouragement it is to realize that God knew all about us, and yet He saved us anyway! He 
knew what failures and flops we would be, how we would wander away from Him and break His heart. 
And Yet He threw His arms of love around us and justified us freely by His Grace! – Wm MacDonald.  
 
Again, here Jesus illustrates his power over nature. This was not an instance where they could see the 
school of fish, if it were, Simon would have not have questioned Jesus. 
 
Vs 6-7 
They had encompassed such a large quantity of fish, that they needed help.  
 
Nobody had ever seen such a catch of fish before. It was so many that their nets began to break.  
 
They signaled for help to get all their catch in the boat.  
 
 
3. Obedience to Jesus is recognized by a contrite heart 
 
Vs 8  
The Lord Jesus Christ had just revealed His Omnipotence to Peter.  
 
Once Peter realized the fact that he was face to face with The Almighty God, he immediately realized his 
position as a sinful man.  
 
Once a sinner realizes their position with a Holy God, this reaction of Peter is understandable.   
 
The One who could see the depths of the Lake, could see the depths of Peter’s heart as well. 
 
He felt exposed and dropped down at the feet of Jesus…  
 
Verse 5 peter referred to Jesus as “Master” and now we see him refer to Jesus as “Lord” 
 
This reminds me of the conversation in Luke 9:18-20. Some people will never recognize the Deity of 
Christ as Peter has here.  
 
Peter had no doubt of who Christ was and that he was a sinful man in the presence of a Holy God. The 
tax collector in Luke 18:13, he couldn’t even look up to heaven, beat his chest and said “Lord be merciful 
to me, the sinner!” 
 
Vs 9 
They were in am amazement at the catch… This was undoubtedly a miracle and they recognized it being 
from God. We see their reactions.  
 
The men named here: James, John, sons of Zebedee along with Peter would be the same that were on 
the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus. They would witness an even more amazing thing than the catch 
of fish! (Matt 17:1-6) 
 
They were traumatized by this incident as well as we see them all face down and terrified!  
 
Conclusion: 
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VS 10-11 
 
Jesus’ response to these men was the beginning of their ministry.  
 
Simon wanted to send Jesus away, but Jesus had a different plan for him. He wanted to draw him closer for His 
purpose.  
 
David wrote in Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
You will not despise. 
 
This was Jesus’ final call to these men. They left everything and followed Him.  
 


