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Sermon 
March 26, 2017

“The Power of The Messiah”   
Luke 4:31-44
Review: 
What is the message of the Bible? 
God graciously rescues sinners from the punishment of Hell to the eternal joy of Heaven. 

Salvation is the theme of the entire book! Salvation from Hell and sin. 

We cannot save ourselves from Hell, so God must devise a way. A just payment had to be made. But the 
sinner can’t pay for his sin. So there must be a substitute. 

The Bible tells us that substitute is the Son of God, The Messiah. 

The OT tells us that this Messiah is coming. “The Seed of the woman”  The one who will bring 
forgiveness, the sacrifice, substitute, the one who will release the world from its sin.  

WHY DID JESUS COME?
Vs 18-19

These are 4 descriptions of the unredeemed, the unsaved. They describe desperate sinners in their state of being 
lost. The unconverted.  

1. To preach the Gospel to the poor
2. To proclaim the release to the captive
3. Recovery of sight to the blind
4. To set free those who are oppressed

Until a sinner comes to the understanding that they fall into one of these categories, they will not see their need for 
a savior. Next we see them turn on Jesus as he has just finished telling them that He was the One that they were 
waiting for. 

The story unfolded in 3 parts.  The Rejection, The Reminder, The Rage 

They were told by Jesus that “I am the Messiah”, then they began questioning who He was. Next he 
reminded them of God sending help to the Gentiles.

He said in a sense to them: God will save an unclean Gentile before he saves you, a “righteous Jew”. 

Vs 31 After Jesus is rejected in His hometown, He begins his Galilean Ministry. We see Him continue in 
His tradition and His obedience to His reason for being here.

This is a transition point. Up to here, Luke has demonstrated the person of Christ, Who Christ was. 
The Identity of Jesus, now he transitions to the power of The Messiah. 

If He is to be the Messiah, He must have power behind his name. 

Power over teachers & teaching, disease and power over nature.  

Vs 32 They were amazed at His teaching.This was not what they were used to hearing.  
The Jewish teaching was said to have a very monotonous repetitive type of teaching. 
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The people were continually burdened by laws that were made up for them. They taught the monotony of 
their laws.

The Scribes and Pharisees were would quote the Rabbis for their authority. 

Ancient Jewish Rabbis had written laws for the Jewish people… 

A toothache on the sabbath, had specific rules on how to deal with issues… 

They were amazed (literally to strike out, with shock) at His teaching. He was clear and helpful in His 
teaching.

Mark 1:22  Mark expounds a little more on the 

One Man in particular was greatly unsettled by His teaching.  

1. Jesus’ Power over Demons   
Demons are real, demons do possess people, it can be an intriguing thing to study. 

We don’t need to study the “demon world” We see it all over the place in this time we live in. 

We don't see any instance of demon possession in the OT or the epistles. We do see an explosion when 
Jesus is on the scene. 

He pulls them out of their hiding places, and exposes them. We see his total and complete power over 
them and their realm. 

Vs 33 an “Unclean” demon…( not that there is clean or unclean demons) A way of describing a demon… 

The man with a demon was in a demon sat in the congregation. The demon was not upset or unsettled 
to be in the synagogue with these people. 

The demon was not unsettled by the traditional teaching of the Jews, the legalistic laws of the Jews. It 
didn't care about whether or not it was work on how to treat a toothache on the Sabbath… 

The demon never said a thing until Jesus preached. As Jesus is preaching this message, The release of 
prisoners as He preached earlier. 

The demon shrieked. While men have had a difficult time recognizing Jesus, the demons have not. 

There is nothing that shakes satan’s realm more than when one preaches the Word of God. 
(in verse 43, we learn that that Christ was preaching the Kingdom of God) 
Deliverance is not often preached… 
Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son

Acts 26:18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan 
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in 
me.

Salvation takes us from the dominating power of Satan to the servants of righteousness as we read in 
Romans 6. 
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This is the place where the power of Christ has its effect! 

Vs 34 What business do we have with each other… The demons had no problem acknowledging Christ 
or who Christ was. 

The men in the synagogue wanted a sign, they did not believe. Here we have an unclean spirit and even 
acknowledges who Christ is. 

James 2:19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

The demons are afraid of us, we should not fear them. We have Christ. 1 jn 3:8 -The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.

The demon here is compelled to recognize the Lordship of Jesus. We see this another time. John 18:4-6  

The Lord took charge of the situation immediately, and calmly. 

Vs 35 “Quiet” Mark 4:39  just as the wind and waves stop at Christ’s demands, so does the demon come 
out if the man. 

IT WAS ALL WITH JUST A WORD! 

Whenever the truth of God is preached, demons tremble!  There will always be a rebellious spirit. 

Whether it is from the spirits from hell or spirits of rebellious men. 

This is why its important to preach! When the truth is preached, people are affected!

It was the Lord’s authority in His message that people are more interested in than Jesus Himself. 

2 Corinthians 10- Its through the Word of God >???

The Gospel brings about real change in the hearts of men. 

The preaching of God’s word should be the most important part of our ministry. 

vs 36 What is this authority? They knew that there was authority but they were more interested in the 
power behind the word in which He was preaching. 

The emphasis here and with the Lords ministry was the whole focus is on the Word. 

We see here the power that He has control over unclean spirits. 

Vs 37 The news of Jesus spread quickly about The Lord and the interest in The Lord increased but the 
excitement was in the healing power and miracles rather than in The Lord. 

2. Jesus’ Power over the Body

Vs 38 After Jesus left the synagogue, He went to Peter’s home.  The family asked Jesus to help. Peter 
had not yet became an apostle at this point. 
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Vs 39 Jesus rebuked the fever and it left.  This is the same rebuke as He gave to the wind when they 
were in the boat. Luke 8:24 The other gospels say that He took her hand. 

Jesus has power over what debilitates the body. It is a total and complete cure. Notice how She got right 
up and went to serving. 

This is an example of how we are cured of sin and forgiven by God when we respond to Him in Faith. 

We are given the desire to become active in His service. One of the most obvious signs of salvation. 

A life that shows orderliness, obedience to God’s word. 

There was a massive amount of healing during the time of Jesus, after the validity of Jesus, we don’t see 
the healing continue.The reasoning for the healing, the signs was in John 20:31

3. Jesus’ Priority to Preach The Word
Vs 40 
This was the Sabbath, as soon as the sun set, they were free to travel. Laying on of hands This was a 
personal ministry

Memorize!!! 2 Timothy 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.

Preaching of the Word should be our priority. 
2 Tim 3:16- All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness,

It comes from Him. It is his His word, it is inspired by Him and it is life changing. 

Vs 41
Demons were coming out of many and Jesus continued to rebuke them. They would always 
acknowledge who Christ was. 

Why did He rebuke them? 
1. Demons were not truthful, so their testimony was not reliable, He had other ways to give a testimony
2. This may have changed the focus of the people. At this point, Christ’s goal was not to be viewed as 

the Messiah, but to preach the Word and to reveal the hearts of the people so they would see they 
need for a Savior. 

Vs 42-44
Jesus isn't concerned with healing or making people “perfect” in this life. His priority is 
preaching. 

Conclusion:
The Priority of the church is to preach God’s word. Our personal priority- give attention to God’s word.  

Is God’s word a priority to you? Are you showing signs to God’s word in your life?  

Are you serving others? It starts in the home, like the example of Peter’s Mother in law…

Are we a blessing to our families?  Are we a loving Husband or wife? 
 
This begins in the home then flows out from there to our workplaces…etc. 


