
�1
Sermon 
February 19 2017

“The Message of the Awaited Messiah”  
Luke 4:14-30
Review: 

This is really the point where John’s Ministry ends and Jesus’ begins. We see a transition

Jesus came down to the river to be baptized by John

3 Temptations of Christ
 (1) the lust of the flesh; (2) the lust of the eyes; (3) the pride of life.

There is no sin in temptation, and temptation does not necessitate sinning. We read as Jesus was tempted, He 
was without sin. As Christians, we are to be “Christ Like”

Temptation James 1:3 Knowing that the proving of your faith worketh patience.

This temptation, as in the book of Job, God uses even satanic tempting to serve His sovereign purpose. 
If we want to be Godly people, We need to learn how to flee from temptation.  JOSEPH

Temptation will Lead us off the path of Obedience and we will follow our own desires. We can resist it by obeying 
Scripture. KNOW SCRIPTURE!!! 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the message of the Bible? 
God graciously rescues sinners from the punishment of Hell to the eternal joy of Heaven. 

Salvation is the theme of the entire book!

Salvation from Hell and sin. 

We cannot save ourselves from Hell, so God must devise a way. A just payment had to be made. But the 
sinner can’t pay for his sin. So it must be a substitute. 

The Bible tells us that substitute is the Son of God, The Messiah. 

The OT tells us that this Messiah is coming. “The Seed of the woman”  The one who will bring 
forgiveness, the sacrifice, substitute, the one who will release the world from its sin.  

The 4 Gospels present the account of the arrival of The Messiah.  Today we are continuing in Luke. 

Vs 14-15

Jesus went to Galilee in the power of the Spirit and went to the synagogues and preached. (this was 
approximately (1.5 years. Ch 9 verse 50 is the end of it. ) 

There was plenty of synagogues for Him to teach at. 

The news about Him spread through all the surrounding district. 

Luke records for us the first incident of His Ministry. 
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This is not the beginning of His ministry, He has been traveling around for about a year now. 

What news is this? 
AND WAS PRAISED BY ALL.

We see the news of His miracles and the first year of His ministry in John. 

John 2:12-4:1

John 2:11 This was the FIRST of His miracles.
Cana- Water into wine

went to capernaum and did some miracles (Vs 23) then went south to Judea and Jerusalem. 

Matthew Mark and Luke skip over these… 

Vs 16
Nazareth- Jesus’ boyhood town. Jesus regularly went to the synagogue on Sabbath (Saturday). 

There were two other things that Jesus did regularly- Praying Luke 22:39 and made it a habit to teach others Mark 
10:1. 

The synagogues were “gathering places” where the scriptures were read and taught.  They would read the 
Scripture and teach on it. 

Vs 17
The attendant (shazan) handed Him the scroll unopened, and Jesus opened it up to what we know as Isiah 61 and 
read vs 1 and the first half of verse 2. 

This passage has been noted to be the “The description of the Ministry of the Messiah” 

As all of Israel and the Jews were awaiting their messiah, they studied the Scriptures and were looking for this 
Messiah of theirs. 

WHY DID JESUS COME?
Vs 18-19

These are 4 descriptions of the unredeemed, the unsaved. They describe desperate sinners in their state of being 
lost. The unconverted.  

1. To preach the Gospel to the poor
2. To proclaim the release to the captive
3. Recovery of sight to the blind
4. To set free those who are oppressed

Until a sinner comes to the understanding that they fall into one of these categories, they will not see their need for 
a savior. 

Jesus was opening up what the Prophet Isiah was saying here. 

1. Preaching the Gospel to the Poor. 
The Good news to the poor! 
This is not referring to wealth but to Spiritual Richness

poor- greek, ptochos- from the verb “cringe, or think back or cower” a beggar, or someone who is in total 
destitution who is crouched up in a corner begging. Totally bankrupt of all resources. 
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Not “poor” as in the widow who gave what little she had. 

The people who have nothing… Spiritually, The ones who have nothing to commend themselves. 

Luke 6:20 “blessed are the poor in spirit.” SPIRITUALLY BANKRUPT 

Psalm 107, no food, no water, wandering in the desert… All they can do is cry out to God. 

This is not an act, it is the real thing, not pretending, Isiah 66:2-  

Luke 18 the publican beating on his chest, Luke 18:9-14 

People who are of a broken in spirit, are at this point. They are drawn to God. They have been driven to a point 
where there is nothing left but to call out to God. 

We need to take advantage of these situations. 
 
James 2:5
Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

Lost sinners, without resources Psalm 107:4-9 

2. Proclaim Release to the Captives

This is another metaphor describing the same sinner. The Ike-malatase lit. Prisoners taken by some powerful 
source. 

Someone who is in prison has been put there by someone else. 

Sinners see themselves as free, with rights. The social world we live in would portray this in this manner. 

Eph 2:1-2  This is what the captives are, where we all were at one time. Some of us may still be. 

Psalm 79:11  Sinners are prisoners who are doomed to die! Those who are ignorant of God. 

Psalm 107- the only hope for them is The Lord. 

The way a sinner is freed, is when their sin is forgiven. 

This was the point of the Messiah. Jesus took our penalty. 

3. Recovery of Sight to the Blind

There is  picture all through the Bible of Spiritual Blindness. 

A lost sinner cannot see the truth. Ps 82:5 , Jeremiah 5:21

2 Cor 4:3 They are blinded by satan. 

Romans 1 - when we know God, we don't honor Him as God… 

The sinner is seen as a blind person. 

John 3:19-They loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 



�4

Isiah 42:7-The Lord came to Open eyes
John 8:12 I am the Light of the World, whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life. 
2 Cor 4:6
For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

Memorize!!! 1 John 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Paul’s testimony in Acts 26:15-18

Those of have put their trust in Christ, have had their eyes opened. And Jesus was going around for a year at this 
point. People were believing and following Him. 

4. To set free the oppressed 

Come unto me all you who are burdened. 

Matthew 11:28-29 
28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

These are the ones who are pressed down by the world. 

The Messiah comes to those who are oppressed by sin. They cant keep the commandments of the law, they 
couldn't keep the commandments of men… Pharisees, inventing laws upon laws. 

Jesus came to take the whole burden of the law and give rest. 

1 John 5:3 His commandments are not a burden. 

We can keep his commandments because we are set free through Him. 

Think about passport / Visas… It is not easy to be a citizen if you are not cleared by the government. 

Conclusion:
Jesus came to those who are spiritually poor,  captive to the power of sin, those who are spiritually blind, set free 
those who are spiritually oppressed, 

Jesus just read Isaiah 61:1- the first part of 2 
He didn't read any further in verse 2. If we read further, we see this “And the day of vengeance of our God;”

The wrath of God will fall on the unsaved world. The world who is still in their depraved state of thinking they are 
good enough or their deeds will be able to satisfy God. 

There is nothing that will ever satisfy God apart from our belief in His son.

Repent now, This does not mean that you have to become perfect before you turn to The Lord. It simply means 
changing your mind about who God is. Changing your mind about your sin. Looking to The Lord for your salvation. 

When it comes to humans, there are only 2 types. Redeemed or Lost. 

As we continue, we will see what happens to Jesus. We see them begin to turn on Him. 


