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January 22, 2017
Luke 3:1- 20

The Good News
Luke is the Author. 
He is getting an account of the Life of Christ from eyewitnesses

He is writing the book for a Noble man by the Name of Theophilus. 

1. Zacharias and Elizabeth were elderly and miraculously conceived and bore a child who we know as John the Baptist. 
He was to pave a way for Jesus. Zacharias is told that John will be great in the eyes of God. 

2. Mary who is engaged to Joseph, she is a virgin is visited by an angel and told she will bear a son. we see that she is 
to call him Jesus. She is told he will be Great. 

3. Next we see John the Baptist born, and Jesus is born 6 months later. 

Mary and Joseph followed the Jewish law and customs. They circumcised Jesus when he was 8 days old. They also 
named him at this point. (Jesus or yeshua, for he will save His people from their sins. ) 

When they are at the temple they meet 2 different characters. 
1. Simeon who was told he would not see death until he saw The Lord’s Christ. 

1. He recognized Jesus while he was in the Temple. Immediately he picked up the child and began to bless God. He 
said, “ My eyes have seen SALVATION OR Yeshua, I can die”

2. The next encounter is with a woman who is abut 105 years old. She lives in the temple fasting day and night. She is a 
prophetess. She also confirms of this Child’s identity. She also acknowledged him as the messiah. 

The uniqueness of this whole thing is the sovereign hand of God has orchestrated all these things to happen so that He 
would reveal through these people who this child was. His Son, whom he sent to die for the sins of the world. 

We see 3 witnesses. 1. His parents, 2. Simeon, 3. Anna. 
~ We know that it was a custom in these days to have more than 2 witnesses to confirm something was the truth. 

Jump ahead 12 years and Luke gives us a glimpse into a period of Jesus’ life when He and his parents are celebrating the 
Passover. 

Its a several day hike where they go in a caravan to and from Jerusalem. On the way home (about 1 day into the 
hike( they notice Jesus is missing. They turn around and find him in the Temple among the teachers… 

It was here that we see dependency has shifted and we realize His ministry begins… 

Luke 3:1-20

Look at mark 3:1-4  for a brief snap shot of John. 

Truth Hurts

The emperors new clothes. 

John did just this. Told these men that they were self righteous, sinning…etc. 

John’s ministry awakened a whole nation to their sin. 

The Historical Setting
Vs 1- 2a
The year was around 29-30 a.d. Rome had divided into 4 parts. Herod was dead. This Herod was the son of Herod the 
great. 
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The royal priesthood was occupied by 2 priests. Annais and his son in law Ciaphus. 

This list of names invokes that the regions were in evil hands. 

We should never be discouraged by the times in which we live in. 
~The Geographical Setting~
Vs 2b-3a
Often times God is working in areas where we least expect.  

~The Theological Setting~

1. Preaching repentance

Vs 3 

“Preaching a baptism of repentance”

Baptism followed repentance. Repentance is a change of ones mind. 

The Thief on the cross is a good reference of baptism and that is is not necessary for salvation. 

Paul said that he did not come to baptize. 1 Cor 1:17

John was calling the Jews to change their mind that they were sinners and needed to change, they needed Christ.  

Repentance is not merely an intellectual change of mind about who Christ is, or superficial remorse over the 
consequences of sin. Its a rejection of the old life and a turning to God for salvation from the penalty and dominion of sin. 

Its the blood of Christ that takes away our sin 
Judas vs Peter… Judas was sorry be betrayed innocent blood
two types of repentance:

1. Worldly Repentance
2. Godly Sorrow

1.Change of mind
2.Change of emotion
3.Change of the will

Matt 27:4 I have sinned… His suicide here shows guilt, not a change of anything… 

John 16:8 -He, the Holy Spirit. He will convict the world. 

Repentance and Faith are literally two actions that happen at the same instant. 

Like looking from East to West. Its one motion, but a change of direction. 

(Acts 11:18, Eph 2:1-4 ??? Repentance is granted from God) 

Saving repentance never exists except in partnership with faith. (DAD- DON’T JUST TELL ME, SHOW ME!!) 

Those who responded to John’s message, got baptized because of their repentance. 

Look at the Jewish context briefly…. 
1. The word in Hebrew and Greek is Immersion. 
2. It was an act or ritual of association. (once someone underwent baptism, they were identifying with a group, 
     person or a certain message. 

We saw this when a gentile converted to Judaism, he was separating and identifying with the new. turning from idolatry to 
the God of Israel. 

Believer’s Baptism- Romans 6:3-5 Matthew 28:19-20
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~The Prophetical Setting~
vs 4-6

This comes from Isiah 40:3-5

Vs 4

Make the paths straight. crews would run ahead and clean/ clear roads for someone special coming… Here we see John 
doing just that… 

In the first 6 verses, John sets the scene for his ministry. We see a corrupt, hypocritical government. It was a dark time. 

2. Preaching against Sin He was not seeker sensitive! 

Vs 7- 

This does not seem like a very kind or inviting way to address a group of people who has come to be baptized. 

John had a very specific ministry and that was to prepare the hearts of Israel for their messiah. He was not going to sugar 
coat any issues. 

Acts 4:12- Neither is there salvation in any other. For there is no other name under heaven given among men where by 
we must be saved. 

“brood of vipers” I believe here that John is associating them with their father, Satan (John 8:44)

These men were self righteous, they were not interested in what he had to say or what he was doing. They were there to 
observe and as a “work” 

“It is absolutely necessary to preach against sin when we preach the good news or the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He came 
to die for sin, we need to preach against sin” GOD HATES SIN! 

2 Peter 3:9, Acts 11:18

This is not as a work by any means, but a change of mind… SEEING SIN AS SIN! 

They thought themselves to be on the right path, but John was making it evident here that they were not. 

Matt 7:23

The Bible clearly and unmistakable preaches of the reality of Hell and eternal punishment. 

Jesus preached more on Hell then He did on Heaven. MARK 9:48, Matt 8:12, Matt 12:42,50, Luke 13:28 just to mention a 
few. 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? They were well aware of what was coming through the OT. It is 
mentioned 19 times. 

The Jews were trying to keep ritual and work their way into Heaven by their deeds. This was only another ritual for them 
to “work” their way into heaven. 

God detests ritualistic religious activity… Isiah 29:13- 15

Phil 3:4-8 we see Paul’s viewpoint where he once was. 

His words warned them of their condition. 
He was not a people pleaser, he did what he was called to do. 
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Preach truth always and conviction of sins when its needed. 

Jonathan Edwards preached as to open eyes and bring conviction. 
“nothing that keeps wicked men out of the pits of hell other than the mere pleasure of God. God holds you over the pit of 
Hell as one would hold a spider over a fire. There is nothing between you and Hell but the air.” 

Many repented and believed once they saw the state their hearts. 

3. Encouraging Spiritual Transformation

Vs 8- 
With a true repentance, a true faith in Christ will bring about a visible change of some sort. 

Change begins in the heart. These Jews were outwardly portraying their works. 

Jesus referred to the pharisees as whitewashed tombs. Matthew 23:27-28

This is not a “works base” because we know that we are not saved by works. Eph 2:8-9, but works are evidence or fruit. 
vs 10. 

Acts 26:20- Paul describes his ministry as one of declaring both to those of Damascus and Jerusalem then throughout all 
the region of Judea and the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God. Performing deeds appropriate to 
repentance. 

This was not a new concept to the Jewish people as we read of the prophet in Isiah 1:4-5 lamented concerning Israel. 

vs 16-17 God commands the people. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 - A declaration from God. 

“We have Abraham for our father”  They are not saved by their association. This turns the focus from God to one’s self, 
which we understand is not correct. 

Abraham’s decedents are not just descendants, but but those who follow his faith, believing God’s Word and His 
promises. Romans 4:13-16

This is not just a problem that they faced, as a society, we do that as well. 
 
We are not saved by association. 

Vs 9- 
If one has not truly put their faith in Christ for salvation, there will not be any fruit. 

Here he is referring to those whose fruit is not real or there is none. 

There is no true love for God, there is no obedience to His word

They will be thrown into the fire which has been prepared for Satan and His angels. Matt 25:41, Jude 6-7

Conclusion
Vs 9-14
talk about changing their ways. He was exposing their sinful hearts. Demonstrate your change in your conduct.
BE CONTENT- This is trait of many believers!  

Vs 15-16- These people were looking for their Messiah, there are people looking today. We are surrounded by 
them. 
 He seemed like Christ to them, He pointed them to Christ. He was able to do this by the power of the Holy Spirit.  


