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January 15, 2017
Luke 2: 39-52

Jesus is The Messiah
Luke is the Author. 
He is getting an account of the Life of Christ from eyewitnesses

He is writing the book for a Noble man by the Name of Theophilus. 

1. Zacharias and Elizabeth were elderly and miraculously concieved and bore a child who we know as John the Baptist. 
He was to pave a way for Jesus. Zacharias is told that John will be great in the eyes of God. 

2. Mary who is engaged to Joseph, she is a virgin is visited by an angel and told she will bear a son. we see that she is 
to call him Jesus. She is told he will be Great. 

3. Next we see John the Baptist born, and Jesus is born 6 months later. 

Mary and Joseph followed the Jewish law and customs. They circumcised Jesus when he was 8 days old. They also 
named him at this point. (Jesus or yeshua, for he will save His people from their sins. ) 

When they are at the temple they meet 2 different characters. 
1. Simeon who was told he would not see death until he saw The Lord’s Christ. 

1. He recognized Jesus while he was in the Temple. Immediately he picked up the child and began to bless God. He 
said, “ My eyes have seen SALVATION OR Yeshua, I can die”

2. The next encounter is with a woman who is abut 105 years old. She lives in the temple fasting day and night. She is a 
prophetess. She also confirms of this Child’s identityy. She also acknowledged him as the messiah. 

The uniqueness of this whole thing is the sovereign hand of God has orchestrated all these things to happen so that He 
would reveal through these people who this child was. His Son, whom he sent to die for the sins of the world. 

We see 3 witnesses. 1. His parents, 2. Simeon, 3. Anna. 
~ We know that it was a custom in these days to have more than 2 witnesses to confirm something was the truth. 

Luke 2: 39-52

A very important piece of information takes place between verse 38 & 39 that we don't read in Luke. The wise men visited 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus (Matthew 2) 

They fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s plot to kill Jesus. which eliminated all the male infants in the vicinity of Bethlehem. 
After the death of Herod, Joseph and Mary return to Nazareth. 
We have just heard of the testimonies of Jesus from a Simeon and Anna. Now we turn to the testimony of the child 
Himself.

Luke portrays that at the age of 12, Jesus already had a complete understanding of His nature and mission. 

He was God the Son and came to do the Father’s will. 

This one short passage is the only account of Jesus that we have from his infancy to the beginning of his public ministry.  
Which takes us to when he was 12 years old. 

This is important!!! (otherwise it would not be recorded!) 

Vs 40 We read that the Child continued… 
There has been other stories that are repeated about Jesus that are not in scripture. 
1. clay birds
2. killing another child for bumping in to him, then striking his parents blind for complaining to Mary and Joseph about it. 
3. Jesus summoning a tree to bend down to give His mother some fruit. 
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The statement “child” here indicates that Jesus was fully human, developing as a human, yet unaffected by sin. 

Scripture said He was tempted in all things as we are, yet He did not sin.  Heb 4:15

This was His divine Nature which empowered his human flesh to not sin. It is a term that theologians have coined as the 
“hypostatic union” two natures combined into one person. 

“increasing in wisdom”- referring to the profound wisdom of God. By the time He was 12, as the Greek context reads, 
He was “filled with wisdom”. 

He did not possess this as an infant, or even a Child. 

“The grace of God was upon Him”  This is not to be confused with grace as in salvation as we receive once we put our 
faith in Christ, but the favor that was granted to Him by His Father. 

Vs 41-42  
By the time He was 12, He had a full understanding of who he was and what he was to do. 

When a male was 12, they were to begin attending this. (This was not bar mitzvah which happened at age 13)

This incident occurred at passover. (one of 3 major annual feasts that Israel celebrated, the other two being pentecost and 
the Tabernacles) Immediately following passover was the feast of unleavened bread, which lasted 7 days. The entire 8 
day period eventually was known to be collectively called Passover. 

80 miles trip for them. 
Caravans children, women, men…. 

3-4 day hike. 

When they would get to Jerusalem they would find hundreds of thousands of fellow pilgrims who came to celebrate the 
passover meal and find lodging along with their sacrificial animals. 

Joseph would have taken the family lamb to be sacrificed. 

This was a particularly important passover for Jesus, at 13 Jewish boys become accountable to the Law. (Bar-mitzvah is 
the ceremony that marks this transition). 

We really do not know much of what happens here during this particular ceremony other than the fact that they realize 
Jesus is not with them on the way home. 

Vs 43-45
3 days (one day walk away, one day walk back and one day looking.) 

*This was not an act of disobedience on Jesus’ behalf or negligence on His parents behalf. 

We see a shift from his responsibility from mom and dad on earth to God. 

Vs 46-
They find Jesus sitting among the teachers. listening and asking questions.  

There is undoubtedly the best teachers in Jerusalem at this time.  

These are the “experts of the Mosaic Law. 

Scene (sitting in a circle, teaching while the students asked questions) 

Jesus took the opportunity to sit with these men and dialogue with them. 

Vs 47-
All who heard Him were amazed! 
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He is 12 years old. 

1. The example of Quiet time with His Father Vs47- 48 (Isiah 50:4-6)
The source of where Jesus gets this teaching is God. 

Turn to Isiah 50:4-6 

as we see in verse 4, her is daily awoken and discipled by God the Father. 

Again! Are we, do we, should we? Do we have reasons that we are not studying God’s Word? Why? Is it boring? Why?

Jeramiah 17:8
"For he will be like a tree planted by the water, That extends its roots by a stream And will not fear when the heat 
comes; But its leaves will be green, And it will not be anxious in a year of drought Nor cease to yield fruit.”

We have been looking at the attributes of God

God is omniscient, or all knowing. This is an in-communicable attribute of God that we can not share, but we are to study 
His word so we can grow and glorify Him with our lives. 

Vs 48a- 
They were astonished! (ex-IS-tay-mee lit astonished!) They had to be, as they were teaching someone who knew all 
things (omniscient). 

Jesus’ questions and answers were so penetrating, and insightful, and profound. 

Imagine, the creator of the universe, the one who made all, who was from the beginning with God and who was God. 
sitting among these extremely intelligent men questioning and answering. 

The amazing thing to me is that they still did not recognize Him as God (as this was not yet part of the plan which was laid 
out before the foundation of time.) 

Vs48b 
We see His Mother, Mary finally show up on the scene after she has been frantically searching for Jesus. 

Mary’s tone here is of rebuke. 

Jesus’ actions here were in no way meant maliciously or to go against His parents as we mentioned earlier. 

Look at a few verses, as some may believe that He had sinned here. 

1 Peter 2:22, 1 Jn 3:5, 2 Cor 5:21

2. Jesus’ example to be in subjection God vs 49
Vs 49. 
At the age of 12, it was custom for the Jewish boys to choose a career path. Remember we talked about the age when 
they would get married… etc. 

Jesus reply here indicates that he had a full understanding of what He was to do. He was doing His Fathers business. He 
was completely familiar with what His responsibility was. 

Mary understood as from what she was told by the Angel what Jesus’ was to do. However up until now we don't have any 
reason to believe that this has been revealed. 

Jesus at this point had lifted himself above the human realm. Ultimately, he was not Mary or Joseph’s son but the Son of 
God. 

Jn 3:13, 6:38,42
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Vs. 50
They did not understand this… 

They understood what the Angle had said that He was the Messiah, the son of David, concieved in a virgins womb by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  But the full meaning of His divine sonship eluded them. 

This was not the last time that this would happen. we see it again in Luke 9:44-45, 18:34, John 10:6, 12:16

3. Jesus’ example of obedience to His parents Vs 51 (AND TO THE LAW)

Vs. 51 
His relationship with His Heavenly Father did not abolish His responsibility to His parents. His obedience to the 5th 
commandment was a beautiful and essential part of His perfect obedience to the law of God. 

The deeper we look at the example of Jesus and how He lived his life, it should energize us knowing that we have the 
Same Holy Spirit living in us and empowering us to understand Scripture and give us Godly discernment as we grow as 
believers. 

His mother treasured (kept, pondered, treasured…) 
 
She had to have continually remembered what was said to her by the Angel, and by Simeon. Wondering what he meant 
by the sword that would pierce her

along with the response that Jesus gave her as they were re-united at the Temple. 

We need to ponder these things in our heart as well when we study Gods Word. 

We are beginning to see a shift here from Mary looking to Jesus as her son, her Savior.  
 
Verse 52 

Jesus’ never gave us attributes that He held when he took on the form of a man. 

It was an addition, not a subtraction. 

However, there were times when He would display His omniscience and other times it was masked by His humanity in 
accordance to the will of the Father. (as we read through the gospels, “I came to do the will of My Father”

Christ was subject to the normal process of Human growth. Physically, intellectually, Spiritually, and Socially. 

As we grow as believers, we too should develop in these areas! 

2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him.

We see both aspects of Christ's substitutionary atonement. Not only did Jesus bear our sins, God also imputed His 
righteousness to them. 

To put it another way: God treated Christ as if He had lived believers’ sinful lives, and the believers as if they had lived His 
perfectly righteous life. 

Conclusion
Here Luke shows a small peek into Jesus’ life before he skips ahead 18 years as Jesus lived in Nazareth as the son of a 
carpenter. 

These years teach us the importance of preparation and training, the need for patience, and the value of common 
work. These years also warns us of the temptation of jumping from Spiritual Birth to a public ministry! 


