
�1

Sermon December 18,2016

With the Christmas Season upon us, we can look back and focus on why we celebrate Christmas. 
The Light of the World
Jn. 1:1-9 Introduction to the Light from John the Baptist

I am the Light of the World 
Who was Jesus talking to here? 

John 1:9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

A question for all of us to answer
Have you put your trust and faith in Him? James 2:19

In John up to this point, John Illustrated manifestations that Jesus used to prove to Israel that He was 
the Messiah, the Son of God. 
-Healing
-Feeding
-Casting out demons

But when He confronted them of their sins, they wanted nothing to do with Him. 

Think about a light…
A light shines to illuminate things... 
John 3:19-21

Read Jn 8:21-30

4 problems with the hearts of the Pharisees  

1. Faithless 8:13
2. Worldly 8:23
3. Unbelieving and prideful 8:24
4. willful ignorance 8:25

How does this pertain to Jesus’ claim about being the Light of the World?

1. Faithless 8:13

1 Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised
John 5:39-40 Must go to Jesus for Life! 
The Jews wanted eternal life but were unwilling to trust its source! 
Self Righteous
“Being completely content with your ability to please God without following His guidelines”

Never recognize or acknowledge your sin! 

The elevation of man’s mind to where he think he can even save himself.

Three Truths about being Self righteous

Self-righteousness is deadly.  
It is a guarantee that you will die in your sins.  
We must admit that we cannot save ourselves.
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Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 
       Luke 1:47 and my  spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by Grace we are saved through faith it is not of ourselves, its a gift of God, not 
works lest any man should boast. 

Our works are as filthy rags Isaiah 64:6

NOBODY IS GOOD ENOUGH TO WORK THEIR WAY INTO HEAVEN!!!

2. Loving the World 8:23

The contrast here is between the realm of God and the fallen sinful world. The “world” here is the one 
dominated by Satan. These Pharisees were spiritually blinded. 
how may this pertain to the believer:
We can get so caught up with everyday life and trying to please ourselves that we loose sight of what is 
important. 

you identify with the world and the world identifies with you. 

John 3:20 For everyone that does evil hates the light for fear that his deeds may be revealed.

The worldly system is evil
The worldly system is hostile to God, it says sin is ok!
-Humanism- I don’t need God. 
-Materialism - Anything that decays… What Can I get to keep me happy today! 
-Pleasure, Physical fulfillment 

Phillipians 3:17-20 Our Citizenship is in Heaven, Just as Mary Israel awaited her king, so should we as 
believers eagerly await… 

1 John 2:15 -Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.

-Believe that the rest of the “world” has it figured out… 

-Believe the lies of Satan that are in the system, love the system and it is a guarantee that you will die 
in your sins.

Mark 8:36 -Jesus said For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world but loose his own soul?

3.Unbelieving and prideful Verse 24: Unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.

They didn't want their Messiah to “look like Jesus”
Are we truly believing?

John 20:31
but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in His name.

What does this encompass?
1.Believing that He is incarnate form
2.Believing that He died on the cross as a sacrifice for the sins of the world and was raised as he 
promised after three days.
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Believe in what???

If you do not believe that, you are not a Christian, you may be attending a Christian church or have 
Christian friends or relatives, but Belief will Save you!

John 5:24 Verily Verily I say unto you, he that heareth my word and believeth on Him who sent me hath 
everlasting life and does not come unto judgement but has passed from death into life. 

Unless you believe that I am He…BELIEVE JESUS IS GOD!!!
Believe that I am God, the one sent from God
The Great I Am.

Is there a 2nd chance to believe?
Hebrews 9:27 It is appointed once for man to die, after this, the judgement. 

Even a believer can struggle with a weak faith. 
Stay in the Word… Live like you are saved.

Do we have a close walk with the Savior?
Has our Faith been shaken?
Have we as a “Nation under God’s Authority” Backslid so much that we don't see reality?
*** Believers are supposed to look differently than the World***
Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

4.Ignorance Verse 25

Be willfully ignorant or obstinately ignorant. I told you who I was, I have nothing more to say… 

Who are you? Jesus said, “ What have I been saying to you from the beginning?”
Ignorance

Romans 1:21-23   Men were conscious of God’s existence, men rationalized their sins and became 
fools by making his sin acceptable. They made false Gods... 

We see a steady deterioration by ignorance. 

How could they say that after all Jesus had shown them and all that He had done?

verse 26 You have shown your ignorance, your willful rejection and I am through…. FOR NOW! 

Why would Jesus want to judge them, why would He want to condemn them to hell? 
vs 24 “for unless” There is still a chance to change… 

2 Peter 3:9 It is His will that none should perish but all should come to repentance! 

This is why we preach judgement. 

Verse 27 “They did not realize that He had been speaking to them about the Father.”

Why were they ignorant?

John 3 makes it perfectly clear
“Men love darkness rather than what?...
It was dark because they wanted it that way..
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They were mocking Jesus and he replied:
Chapter 8:19…”you do not know me or My Father. If you knew Me, then you would know My Father.”

Jeremiah 29:13 says: “If you seek me with all of your heart, you will find Me.”

They were not interested, they did not want the Light because their deeds were evil. 

They heard who He was many times and saw ample evidence, but sin produces unbelief and unbelief 
produces obstinate ignorance.  

Eph 4:18  - being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;

Luke 1:39-55
We see Mary Rejoicing at this child (Jesus) she was carrying. 

In contrast to the Pharisees
1. Mary’s Faith vs their faithlessness- vs41-45

-She hurried to Elizabeth’s to tell her. 
2. Focused of things above vs Worldly- Vs 46-47

-She acknowledged God as her Savior
-She was not without sin. 

Luke 1: 48 - We see here that Mary’s belief in what The Lord was doing through this miraculous 
birth.
3. She was Humble Vs their Pride and ignorance vs. 48-55

Conclusion: 

This is not just a story about a child born, it is a story of Grace. God’s Grace which only was 
able to be delivered through His son, Jesus for all mankind! 
We need to live as Mary

Are we walking in the light? Are we following Christ as Christians? Have we taken the step to trust that 
Jesus was who He said He was? Do we live like it???
If you want to die in your sin be:
1. Faithless 8:13 - Don’t believe in this 
2. Worldly 8:23 - Keep believing the world
3. Unbelieving and prideful 8:24 - “I can save myself”
4. willful ignorance 8:25 - ignore God’s voice

Verse 30 As He spoke these things, many came to believe in him.
We cannot save ourselves 
Believe Christ’s examples
Do not let sin control the decision which we all must make. 

What will you do with Jesus, you have 2 choices
1. Believe in him, admit you are a sinner “whoever calls upon the Lord shall be saved”
2. Ignore His voice and pretend none of this is real… 


