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Sermon 
January 29, 2017

Church Giving

“A Cheerful Giver” 

Mark 12:38-44

Introduction: 

The Lord’s Cow

We are at the time of year when we are getting taxes back, planning for raises, bonuses, the Church is making 
a budget for the following year. 

When we think of our responsibilities as a church, as believers, we may not think about what we are giving to 
the Church, or better said what we are giving to The Lord. 

We don’t often hear sermons about giving of our hard earned money to the Lord other than the fact that we are 
to give cheerfully. 

2 Cor  9: 6-7 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

We often hear of the 10% rule. Now that is not a bad guideline, however we don’t see this as being the case 
for giving. 

What does the Bible say about Money?
A. OUR VIEW OF MONEY
1. 1 Tim 6:10 - don't Love Money
2. 1 Tim 6:17 - Don’t make money an idol. 
3. 1 Tim 6:9- Don’t seek to be rich, If God seeks to make us rich, its His business. God does and will bless. 
4. Matt 6:24 - You can't serve 2 Gods 
B. HOW DO WE EARN 
1. Ps 37:21 - Pay back what you owe
2. James 5:4 - don't steel from anyone, or overcharge
3. Eph 4:14 - dont gamble
4.  Matthew 25:24-28 invest
5. Prov 28:19 - WORK
6. Prov 14:23 - Work, don't talk! 
C. How we spend our money
1. 1 Tim 5:8 -provide for your family
2. 1 Jn. 3:17 - care for one another
3. Romans 13:8 - Pay off your debts
4. 2 Kings 4:7 - Pay off your debts
FUTURE PLANNING! 
1.  Proverbs 30:24-25- ants… 
2.  Proverbs 21:20: What you need you will find in a wise man’s treasury. 

And on to the 4th point and the crux of there message today. 
D. How are we to give our money? 
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There are 2 types of giving that we see in Scripture. 
1. Free will Giving
2. Required Giving 

10% Is not Biblical as an offering. It is nowhere mentioned If you are going by 10% you are creating a “false 
ceiling” as to what you can and will be able to offer. 

A tithe (/ˈtaɪð/; from Old English: teogoþa "tenth") is a one-tenth part of something, paid as a 
contribution to a religious organization or compulsory tax to government.

Creation to the Law
The first offering:
Genesis 4:3-4 No guideline, just they gave. It was to be an animal. 
Moses
Genesis 8:15-20 This was completely voluntary
Abram
Genesis 12:6-7 Abram built an alter, completely out of gratitude

Where does the 10% come from? Abram just had a very successful battle Gen 14:20

This is the only time we see a tenth of what was taken given. 

Gen 28:22-Jacob’s vow and offering as genuine worship based on confidence in God’s promise. 

Jacob was at a bad spot in his life here, he was trying to bargain with God. 

The main point is that from Cain & Abel to Jacob we see this all as voluntary. 

Required Giving

Genesis 41we see in verse 34

20% this supplied the 7 famine years. 

Gen 47:24- “give1/5 to Pharaoh… Or the national needs.  

Now notice freewill giving is directed toward the Lord personally in a response of love and sacrifice, required 
giving is given to the national entity for the supply of the needs of the people.

Moses to Jesus
Lev 27:30 - 33 Levites Tithe

1. This teaches that 10% belongs to The Lord.  - to support the priest. 
2. Deut. 12:6-17 A second tithe- This stimulated devotion to the Lord and made everyone 

share. 
3. Deut. 14:28 the “Poor Tithe” This was 3-1/3%  for the sojourner, fatherless, or welfare. 

So the Jews gave 23%. Funding the priests (Govt.) , Festival, and welfare. 

If you were a Jew, you still had more to give. If you read ahead to Lev 19, You see that you were to leave the 
edges of your fields for the poor people. 

This was just the required giving. Not the freewill giving at this point. 
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Numbers 18:12 Now this was before the harvest of the crops, the thing here is that they didn't know what they 
were going to get. They were giving of their firsts. 

** The emphasis here was not on the quantity or percentage, but the attitude that it was given. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 MEMORIZE
Give to me and I will bless you! 
1. Honor God with all you have! 
2. Give right off the top! 

Exodus 25:1-2 - result oriented
Exodus 35:21 - moved by their heart… 

When People believe in a ministry, they will support it.  

1 Chronicles 29:9  Then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a whole heart they had 
offered freely to the Lord. David the king also rejoiced greatly

Giving in the New Testament From Jesus on

Giving in the NT is more defined. 
1. Taxes
2. Free Will

Taxes
How did Jesus feel about taxes
1. Matthew 17 24:27
2. Matthew 22:17-22

1. 1 Jn 2:6 - If we abide in Christ, we need to walk as He walked. 
3. Romans 13:1 & 6… obey the government, pay your taxes and you will be blessed

Free Will Giving

***It was never made a requirement.
What do we see in the NT as far as free will giving? 
Luke 6:38
1. Not a short term gain, but an eternal investment

Matthew 6:19-21 & 24
Don’t invest your fortune on earth. Invest it in Heaven, where are your priorities? 
Wherever your treasure is, thats where your heart will be as well. 

YOU CANT SERVE TWO MASTERS! 

If you invest in the Church, you will watch it grow! 

When we bought the church, we stepped out on a limb. “How can we afford this?”

Matthew 19 we see the story of a rich young ruler. 

Verse 21 - His heart was with his money and possessions. He did not want God… 

2. Not the amount,  but the sacrifice that is made. 

Mark 12:38-44 
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Heb 13:16- Do Good and Share what you have. God is pleased by sacrifice

Philippians 4:18-19 - my God shall supply ALL your needs according to His riches. 

***Its not a matter of what you have! 

“If I had more, I would give more!” God is not after the amount, but the proportion in which you give. 

?????Luke 16:10

2 Corinthians 8:3-5 Paul was encouraging the church in Corinthians to give generously and used the 
Macedonian church as an example. 

3For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 
begging us earnestly for the favor[b] of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, 
but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.

***It should be generous!!! We just read a passage, look at verse 2 
or in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. 

2 Cor 9:5-6
5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift[b] 
you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.[c]

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully[d] will also 
reap bountifully. 

3. Not Sporadically but planned ahead! 
1 Corinthians 16:1-4

This is not a legalistic requirement for parceling out money but the point is that worship is a big part of worship 
and fellowship. 

We should not wait for a bonus or give only when we feel the “spirit leading”. It should become a habit for all of 
us on a weekly basis. 

Its important that we give as believers to the church. Not to get rich, but there are costs and expenses 
associated with a ministry. 

2 Corinthians 9:7
7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 

Our goal as a church, a group of believers is to glorify Christ with what He has Provided for us. 

To preach the Good News to a lost and dying world. 
All have sinned, The wages of sin is death. It was either Christ, or Me who had to pay for my sin! 

The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Jesus came to earth as a man to die, he was buried, and rose 3 days later. He promises He will come 
back again. He is preparing a place for us! 
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