
Witnessing God at Work (Gen. 45: 1-28)

I. God Works Providentially in All of Life’s 
Events.

A. The life of Joseph is a clear illustration of Rom. 8:28. 
God uses all events in life for his glory and for our good.

1. Proverbs 16:9 KJV A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the 
LORD directed his steps.

2. Proverbs 20:24 KJV Man’s goings are of the LORD; how can a 
man then understand his own way?

3. Esther 4:14 KJV For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this 
time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to 
the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house 
shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?

B. Four times in this chapter Joseph acknowledges God’s 
hand in his ife - v5b, 7, 8, 9b.

1. God sent him and God made him a “father” to Pharaoh and 
“lord of all Egypt”. (All three titles (father, lord, ruler) were 
Egyptian in origin.)

2. God did this to preserve their lives, and their “posterity” in 
the earth. “remnant”. God was using Joseph to preserve his 
covenant people. Ref: the remnant in Israel’s history (Romans 
9:27; 11:5).

3. The sons of Jacob could not have done what they did apart 
from God’s providence (v8).                                                                      

a.  Consider all the events God used: The jealous hatred of the      
brothers, the dreams of a youth, the favoritism of a father, a 
coat, the uncertainty about what to do with Joseph, the passing 
of a caravan, the purchase by Potiphar, the wickedness of his 
wife, the gift of interpretation of dreams the butler’s memory 
lapse, the famine, and the elevation of Joseph (Donald Grey 
Barnhouse).

b. Note Acts 2:22-24; 4:27-28, the greatest example!



C. In the same way, all things do indeed work together for good 
for Christians today!

II. God Works in the Process of 
Reconcilation

A. In order for Joseph to be reconciled with his brothers, it 
took three things. First, their God-ordained 
“circumstantial” meeting. God never brings someone 
into our life “accidentally”.

B. Then, “the brothers ten” had to be repentant, 
acknowledging their sin, a against God and against 
Joseph. We can be willing to forgive but actual 
forgiveness awaits a request.

C. Finally, and most importantly, Joseph had to manifest a 
forgiving spirit, seeing God’s hand n even the worst of 
circumstances. 

1. NOTE: Genesis 50:20. Not the tender heart he manifested- 
45:2, 14; Ref: 42:24; 43:30.

III. God Works in the Provision of Blessings 
(Romans 3:32 KJV He that spared not his own Son but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

A. The reuniting of God’s covenant people.
B. The provision of rich land (v10, 18). This fertile area was 

near the Nile and was the best land in Egypt. Ref: 
Genesis 47:11.

C. Food, transportation, “goods,” and garments (contrast 
with the taking of Joseph’s garments).

D. A new “lease on life” for Jacob (v26-29).
E. The tremendous growth of Israel in Egypt.
Exodus 1:7 KJV And the children of Israel were fruitful, and 
increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding 



mighty: and the land was filled with them.
Conclusion: When we view life from the perspective of 
faith, we can live joyful lives, even in times of sorrow and 
adversity, for we know that God is at work for his glory and 
for our good. Recognizing ths, we need to be gracious 
people, read to forgive those who have done us wrong, and 
thankful for the blessings that God’s purposes for us bring, 
from the simple to the profound. “Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow!”.


