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SM 11 20 2016       Woodlands Bible Church 
 
Theme:  “The Faithfulness of God Expressed with     
                    Thanksgiving” 
 
Passages:  Various Scriptures 
 
Introduction: 
 
KJV Psalm 107:1 O give thanks unto the LORD, for he 
is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
 
KJV 1 Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing give thanks: 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you. 
 
The Bedrock of  faith is in the Jesus Christ!  Jesus 
reminded his disciples how the beautiful Temple of 
Jerusalem would not stand, but rather be completely 
destroyed.  KJV Luke 21:5 And as some spake of the 
temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, 
he said, 6 As for these things which ye behold, the days 
will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down.   7 And they 
asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things 
be? and what sign will there be when these things shall 
come to pass? 
 
To the disciples this structure, this temple, was bedrock. 

Nothing could bring down these walls.  “Look, teacher!  
What massive stones!  What magnificent buildings!”   
 
The smallest stones in the structure weighed 2 to 3 tons.  
Many of them weighed 50 tons.  The largest existing 
stone, part of the Wailing Wall, is 12 meters in length and 
3 meters high,  and it weights hundreds of tons!  The 
stones were so immense that neither mortar nor any 
other binding material was used between the stones.  
Whe walls towered over Jerusalem, over 400 feet in one 
area.  In side the four walls was 45 acres of bedrock 
mountain shaved flat…  If anyone in the world has 
reason to be thankful, it’s a Christian.   
 
In cultivating thanksgiving in each of our lives, we must 
see the providential hand of God.  Noah Webster’s 1828 
Dictionary defines words Biblically considering his 
definition of providence: “the care and superintendence 
which God exercises over His creatures”.   
 
The view of the Faithfulness of God through a thankful 
heart, must consider history, while stepping toward the 
future.  Cultivating a thankful heart is a process as will as 
reflection of goodness of our Eternal God. 
 
I.  AN UNDERSTANDING WHY THANFULNESS IS 
SPIRITUAL 
 
     A. Thankfulness is God’s will for us–1 Thessalonians 
5:18, “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  
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     B. Thankfulness is a mark of a Spirit-filled life– 
 
KJV Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein 
is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;  20 
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
     C. Thankfulness is evidence of spiritual maturity– 
 
KJV Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 7 Rooted and built up 
in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 
 
 
     D. Thankfulness is a part of worship. Hebrews 13:15, 
NASB, “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give 
thanks to His name.”  
 
          1. The ESV, translates this phrase “acknowledging 
his name,” reflecting the Greek word used. 
 
          2. The Hebrew word for “thanksgiving,” todah, is 
also translated “hymns of thanksgiving;” “sacrifices of 
thanksgiving;” and “thank offerings.”  
 

          3. Consider Heaven’s worship–Revelation 4:9; 
7:12; 11:17. Giving of thanks is one of the most 
“heavenly things” we can do.  
 
II.  THE CONSIDERATION OF THAT FOR WHICH WE 
SHOULD BE THANKFUL 
 

• History of Opportunity 
o Ministry of a servants heart 
o Sharing in partnership  
o Time investing in people 

 
• History of Passion  

o For God’s Glory 
o For gathering together for Worship 
o For Truth 
o For Prayer 

 
• History of Building 

o Jesus impressing on us to serve Him 
o Jesus empowering us serve Him 
o Jesus directing us in all things 

 
     A. Christians are admonished to be thankful for 
everything. 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “give thanks in all 
circumstances.” Ephesians 5:20, “giving thanks always 
and for everything.” 
 
     B. Consider twelve specific things for which we should 
be thankful for, the “daily dozen.” 
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          1. For the marvel of our existence! Psalm 139:13-
16. 
 
          2. For the grace and goodness of God– Psalm 
106:1, “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for 
his steadfast love endures forever!”   
 
          3. For our salvation–II Corinthians 9:15, “Thanks 
be to God for his inexpressible gift!” 
 
Note: II Thessalonians 2:13, “But we ought always to 
give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, 
because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, 
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.” 
 
          4. For our deliverance from sin–Romans 7:24-25, 
“Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord!” 
 
          5. For victory over death–1 Corinthians 15:57, 
“thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 
          6. For our inheritance in Christ–Colossians 1:12, 
“giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light.” 
 
          7. For the sovereignty of God in our lives! Isaiah 
25:1, “O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will 

praise your name, for you have done wonderful things, 
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.” 
 
          8. For the powerful influence of the Gospel–2 
Corinthians 2:14, “thanks be to God, who in Christ 
always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere.” 
 
          9. For the privilege of ministry–1 Timothy 1:12-14  
 
          10. For temporal blessings, typified as “daily 
bread.”  Matthew 15:36, [Jesus] took the seven loaves 
and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them 
to the crowds.”  Acts 27:33-35. Consider the impact of 
such! 
 
          11. We should thank God for other believers. 
Consider how Paul thanked God for believers’ (1) faith; 
(2) for their testimony; and (3) for their fellowship. Many 
references.  KJV Acts 28:15 And from thence, when the 
brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as 
Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul 
saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 
 
          12. We should thank God for our leaders–1 
Timothy 2:1-2, “First of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 
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positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, 
godly and dignified in every way.” 
 
 
III.  A CONSISTENT EXPRESSION OF OUR THANKS 
 

• Living worthy lives –walk according to our high 
calling 

• Living fulfilled lives –in thought, words, deeds 
• Living glorious lives-express in works of faith 

 
     A. Certainly, our thankfulness should be sincere. 
 
     B. “Giving thanks always,” Ephesians 5:20. … on 
every occasion and in every situation. 
 
Illus: Matthew Henry, when robbed, was thankful that it 
was the first time, that he wasn’t killed, that the robber 
didn’t get much, and that he was not the robber! 
 
Illus:  Dr. Alexander Whyte of Edinburgh always seemed 
to find something to thank God for in his pulpit prayer. 
One particularly dreary and stormy morning, he prayed , 
thanking God that every day was not like that one. 
 
     C. As part of our speech pattern. Note Ephesians 
5:4, “Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude 
joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 
thanksgiving.” 
 

     D. It should be reflected in our music–Psalm 33:1-3; 
69.30-31; 95:2 
 
     E. It should be seen in our prayers. 
 
Philippians 4:6, “do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 
 
Colossians 4.2, “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 
 
     F. We should worship with our lives! 
 
          1. Psalm 54:6, “With a freewill offering I will 
sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, 
for it is good.” 
 
          2. Romans 12:1-2—our thank offering to God!  
 
Conclusion: 
 
O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever.  Psalm 107:1 
 
 
 


