
Tuesday, August 1, 2017

The Great Reversal (Part4) Luke 6:25b-26 
Introduction: 


1. What's the difference between in-laws and outlaws?

Outlaws are wanted. 

2. I bought my friend an elephant for his room. 
He said "Thanks" 
I said "Don't mention it" 

3. I have an EpiPen. My friend gave it to me when he was dying, it seemed very important 
to him that I have it. 
4. I've found a job helping a one armed typist do capital letters. 

It's shift work. 
5. Communism jokes aren't funny unless everyone gets them. 
6. What did the pirate say when he turned 80 years old? 

Aye matey. 

What makes you laugh? Laughing is a great thing and is looked at as good medicine 
according to the Bible. 


Proverbs 17:22—A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the 
bones. 


Did you know that Jesus laughs? Psalm 2. The ones that rejected God’s forgiveness 
through Jesus will raise an assault against Israel. Right before the 2nd coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ will laugh at His enemies. Israel will be surrounded by the beast and 
false prophet who are seeking to annihilate them. Israel will at that point  look on Him in 
whom they have pierced and turn to the Messiah right before He wipes Israel’s 
enemies of the earth. 


Did you know that God’s enemies are all those who have not accepted His free gift? 
James 4:4 says, “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.” 

Proverbs 8:13
The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and 
perverted speech I hate. 

Isaiah 57:15
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is 
Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite. 

Isaiah 42:13
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The Lord goes out like a mighty man, like a man of war he stirs up his zeal; he cries out, 
he shouts aloud, he shows himself mighty against his foes. 

Speaking to the rebellious Ninevah, Nahum 1:2 starts out by saying:
The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging and wrathful; the Lord 
takes vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies. 

Nineveh was destroyed! 

Turn to 2 Peter 3

The wrath of God is nothing to laugh at but look what scripture says how people treat 
it…2 Peter 3:1–10 (ESV)

The Day of the Lord Will Come
Peter says, “I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should 
remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and 
Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the 
last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the 
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing 
as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, 
that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through 
water by the word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was 
deluged with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that 
now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of 
the ungodly. 

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be 
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed.

Transition: As we get back to our text in Luke 6:24-26 were going to see Jesus warn 
those who laugh now. Lets look at the warning of laughter.

1. The Warning of Laughter

Question: 
What are these people laughing at? 
What kind of laughing is it? (the same as the laughter you did a little bit ago?)
Who are the people that are laughing?

What kind of laughter is this? γελάω—‘laughter.’
various types of laughter: 
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(1) laughter directed against some person as a form of ridicule
(2) laughter resulting from seeing some humorous event or as the result of listening to a 

humorous account 
(3) laughter which reflects happiness and joy.

‘happy are you who weep now, for you will laugh’ (Lk 6:21)
‘let your laughter be changed into sorrow’ (Jas 4:9)

In Lk 6:21 and Jas 4:9 is the laughter that reflects happiness and joy.

These people that are laughing are those who reject God and never mourn over their 
sins.

They laugh because they are self-satisfied and there is an evil sense included as they 
look down on the needs of others [NIGTC, WBC].

In eternity the one that rejects the Lord Jesus Christ will experience mourning that will 
never cease.

“Weeping and gnashing of teeth”: 
• Matthew 8:10-12
10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell 
you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east 
and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 
12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

• Matthew 13:41-42
37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the 
world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil 
one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so 
will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 
gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into 
the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let 
him hear.

• Matthew 22:11-13
11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 

wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

• Matthew 24:44-51
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44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect. 

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his 
household, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that servant whom 
his master will find so doing when he comes. 47 Truly, I say to you, he will set him over 
all his possessions. 48 But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ 
49 and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the 
master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour 
he does not know 51 and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

• Matthew 25:25-30
25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is 
yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that 
I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 
what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has 
the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And 
cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’

All these references to “weeping and gnashing of teeth” have one thing in common—the 
undeniable fact that those who do not belong to Christ will suffer a terrible fate. 

God’s children will enjoy bliss in heaven with Him forever while those who reject God’s free gift 
will be in the Lake of Fire which is a place of anguish, remorse, pain, and misery.  

Heaven will be a place where God “will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away" (Revelation 
21:4).  

The misery that causes the gnashing of teeth will be unknown in heaven, and there will be no 
weeping, no wailing, and no tears. 

Sadly, those who reject God’s free gift of the Lord Jesus Christ will realize in hell what they have 
truly lost, and the realization that there is no “second chance” will cause them to feel the full 
weight of the pain that goes with that knowledge.  

The anguish of being separated from God does not go away. It is eternal and unrelenting. We all 
deserve that kind of punishment: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23), but God, in His mercy, made it possible for us to avoid that eternal pain 
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and suffering. Paul explains, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

All who accept the gift God has provided through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ will 
escape the everlasting weeping and gnashing of teeth. Paul proclaims, “If you confess with your 
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you confess and are saved” (Romans 10:9–10).  

Jesus uses powerful imagery like “wailing and gnashing of teeth” to illustrate the importance of 
turning away from the sin that leads to hell and turning to Him who alone provides salvation. 

Jesus is essentially warning those who laugh at their sin that unless they turn and trust in His 
work, they will mourn with their sin as they pay for it in the lake of fire for all eternity.  

Transition: So far Jesus describes fake disciples as those that are consumed with riches, 
satisfaction, laughter, and now draws the line in the sand with worldly acceptance. 

2. The Warning of Worldly Acceptance


False Prophet— (psuedo-prophet) one who falsely claims to be a prophet of God or 
who prophesies falsely, (bogus prophet.)


These false prophets claim to have authority from God but in fact there authority is 
from Satan and their main weapon is deception.


Unbelievers are under Satan’s power (2 Cor.4:4).


Unbelievers accept false teaching because of blindness to the gospel. Basically the 
world accepts its own.


There is a paternal connection between those that reject Jesus’ disciples and Satan. 


Jesus says in (v.26), “so their fathers did to the false prophets” Jesus said of the 
Pharisees that were rejecting him, “John 8:42–47—“If God were your Father, you would 
love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent 
me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear 
my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of 
you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of 
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God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not 
of God.”


Jesus knew His followers would be rejected by the world. He told his disciples not to 
be amazed that the world would hate them.  (Jon. 15:18)


1 Jon 3:11-13— For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another. 12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one 
and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were 
evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates 
you.


When Satan speaks through his False teachers, his children (the world) listens. Even 
God's children can let down their guard and be deceived.


Acts 20:27-30— I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 
28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking 
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.


2 Peter 2:1-3—but false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying 
the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many 
will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 
3 And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from 
long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 


God has given you leadership (elders) and His Word to help defend against false 
Teachers. 


The world should reject you.


Think about it, what do people that reject God do on a Sunday? Lake, cabin, sleep, 
me-time, anything other than gather with Christ followers underneath Gods Word.


In a moment, we will do communion which alerts the believer to do a self check before 
a holy God. God commands us to remember Christ’s death for us as the world 
recklessly continues on the path toward hell. 


As we conclude, I'll need some help so the men can come up as we do a self check.


If the world does not hate you, you should check yourself. 
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Priorities? Thinking? Behavior? Heart?


Loving God has a direct connection to your obedience. If you do not love God than 
your behavior will align with the world that rejects God in their thinking. 


Litmus test: If you presented yourself to the world, would they accept you or reject 
you?


Conclusion: 


One day God is going to do a Great Reversal. 


Right now, there are those who are spiritually bankrupt, hungry to know God more, 
sorrow over their sin, and are rejected by the World.


There are also those who love money, are satisfied with temporal provisions, laugh at 
God, and are accepted by the world. 


Jesus will ultimately separate His authentic disciples from the fakes. 


Are you an authentic follower of Jesus or a fake?


Jesus reveals 4 marks of an authentic disciple:


1.	 The Blessing of poverty


2.	 The Blessing of hunger


3.	 The Blessing of sorrow


4.	 The Blessing of rejection


Jesus issues a four-fold description of a fake disciple in the form of warnings:


1. The Warning of riches (love of money) wont help the poor, James 2:1-7, 5:1-6


2. The Warning of satisfaction (food and drink)


3. The Warning of laughter (condescending, boastful, mocking)


4. The Warning of worldly acceptance (approval)
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