
Tuesday, September 5, 2017

The Call for Obedience Luke 6:46-49

Jesus takes very seriously the response of obedience to His teachings 
Introduction: Up until 2017, Hurricane Katrina was the most expensive natural disaster 
in U.S. history. After the storm devastated New Orleans in 2005, the federal government 
spent roughly $150 billion to help the city and other affected areas recover. More than a 
million people in the Gulf Coast were displaced.

But a week after Hurricane Harvey made landfall in the Houston area, the Texas 
Governor said his state may require as much as $180 billion in federal assistance—
which means the 2017 hurricane could soon exceed the cost of Katrina.

 Although Harvey’s damage is still being assessed, so far about 40,000 homes have 
been lost and up to a million cars have been wrecked. In addition, flooded metro 
stations, prisons, and other public facilities will need repair. Disappointments, injuries, 
and calamities invade life in this sin cursed world. What do you do when disaster hits 
in life? How do you prepare for inevitable bad circumstances that lay ahead?

In our text today, the Lord Jesus Christ requires a response of obedience to His 
teaching that will prepare you for the uncertainty life. Look what He says in Luke 
6:46-49—

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? 47 Everyone who comes to 
me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: 48 he is like a 

man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a 
flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had 
been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a 

house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, 
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” 

Context: Jesus is concluding His sermon on the mount with a parable of 2 houses. He 
wants the hearers of His message to practice their profession by responding in 
obedience to everything laid out in (vv.20-45). 

The followers of Jesus are to live radically different than the world by mimicking their 
Father in heaven. They attempt to win people over to Christ by responding in love when 
rejected, abused, ill-treated, and persecuted for following Christ by their enemies. We 
deal with faults in our own life first as we effectively help others with their faults. We 
follow teaching that aligns with Jesus and reject False teachers which inevitably bears 
fruit of righteousness. This is all by God’s grace and not a works based righteousness.
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It’s foolish to listen to the teaching of Jesus and not respond with obedience. 

Thesis: Living life on Jesus requires 3 actions: 

• Come to the Lord Jesus Christ for Salvation

• Continually read God’s Word

• Continually obey God’s Word

Transition: Lets look at the first requirement.

I. Come to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. “Everyone who comes to me”

A. Carefully count the cost.

• The order is absolutely crucial. Jesus said “come to me all you who are burdened 
and heavy laden and I will give you rest”

B. Respond with faith and repentance

• You are sinner “all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory”

• God will not overlook your sin and if you die in sin, God will punish you forever!

• God “For our sake made Jesus to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:21)

• “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

• You must turn to Jesus Christ and ask God’s forgiveness for your sin. “Jesus said 
to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen 
me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will 
of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but 
raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who 
looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him 
up on the last day.” (John 6:35-40)

If you have never repented and asked God’s forgiveness, “today is the day of salvation!”
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Transition: The first step is the most important and the 2nd is right next to it.

II. Continually read God’s Word. “and hears my words”

A. Careful attention to details 

B. Luke’s account of Jesus’ words: (Luke 6)

1. Rejoice for being hated (v.23)

2. Love your enemies (v.27a)

3. Do good to those whose hate you (v.27b)

4. Bless those who curse you (v.28a)

5. Pray for those who abuse you (v.28b)

6. Offer the other cheek (v.29a)

7. Offer more than was stolen (v.29b.)

8. Give to everyone who begs from you (v.30a)

9. Don’t demand your goods back (v.30b)

10. Do to others as you want treated (v.31)

11. Be merciful and kind to enemies like God (v.36)

12. Don’t judge (v.37a)

13. Don’t condemn (v.37b)

14. Forgive your enemies (v.37c)

15. Give to your enemies (v.37d)

16. Examine your own life first (v.42b)

17. Do what Jesus says (v.46-47)

C. Matthews account of Jesus’ words: (Matthew 5-7)

1. Rejoice for being persecuted (5:12)

2. Let you testimony for Christ be seen (v.16)

3. Avoid anger and embrace reconciliation (v.21-26)

4. Avoid lust and deal urgently with sin (v.27-30)
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5. Avoid divorce, immorality, and adultery(v31-32)

6. Avoid retaliation (v.38-42)

7. Love/pray for persecutors (v.43-47)

8. Be perfect like God (v.48)

9. Avoid hypocrisy (6:1-18)

10. Labor for eternal treasure (v.19-24)

11. Seek God’s kingdom/righteousness (v.25-34)

12. Don’t judge (7:1)

13. Judge yourself regularly (v.2-6)

14. Ask God for your needs (v.7-11)

15. Treat others like yourself (v.12)

16. Enter by the narrow gate (v.13-14)

17. Beware of False prophets (teachers) (v.15-19)

18. Make sure Jesus knows you (v.21-23)

19. Build your life on Jesus (v.24-27)

20. Acknowledge Jesus’ authority (v.28-29)

Transition: After coming to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, you must get into the Word and 
lastly, you must continually obey what God says.

III. Continually obey God’s Word. “and does them”

A. Progressively follow Christ

B. Authentic believers will obey God’s Word

Only 1 foundation can be built upon and that is Jesus Christ.

• Acts 4:10-14—“let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And 
there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 
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13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 
been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had 
nothing to say in opposition.”

• 1 Peter 2:4-8—“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 
God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, 
as they were destined to do.” 

• 1 Corinthians 3:4-17—“For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the 

Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s 
building. 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds 
upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work 
each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he 
will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he 
himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17 If 
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you 
are that temple.”

We must not follow humans because they cannot provide the growth. We follow God’s 
Word and build our life on Jesus by obeying what He says.

- Genuine faith produces obedience

Jesus illustration of these two people and two houses alludes to Ezekiel 13:10-16.
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“The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of 
Israel, who are prophesying, and say to those who prophesy from their own hearts: 
‘Hear the word of the Lord!’ 3 Thus says the Lord God, Woe to the foolish prophets who 
follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! 4 Your prophets have been like jackals 
among ruins, O Israel. 5 You have not gone up into the breaches, or built up a wall for 
the house of Israel, that it might stand in battle in the day of the Lord. 6 They have seen 
false visions and lying divinations. They say, ‘Declares the Lord,’ when the Lord has not 
sent them, and yet they expect him to fulfill their word. 7 Have you not seen a false 
vision and uttered a lying divination, whenever you have said, ‘Declares the Lord,’ 
although I have not spoken?” 

8 Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Because you have uttered falsehood and seen 
lying visions, therefore behold, I am against you, declares the Lord God. 9 My hand will 
be against the prophets who see false visions and who give lying divinations. They shall 
not be in the council of my people, nor be enrolled in the register of the house of Israel, 
nor shall they enter the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord God. 
10 Precisely because they have misled my people, saying, ‘Peace,’ when there is no 
peace, and because, when the people build a wall, these prophets smear it with 
whitewash, 11 say to those who smear it with whitewash that it shall fall! There will be a 
deluge of rain, and you, O great hailstones, will fall, and a stormy wind break out. 12 And 
when the wall falls, will it not be said to you, ‘Where is the coating with which you 
smeared it?’ 13 Therefore thus says the Lord God: I will make a stormy wind break out in 
my wrath, and there shall be a deluge of rain in my anger, and great hailstones in wrath 
to make a full end. 14 And I will break down the wall that you have smeared with 
whitewash, and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be laid bare. 
When it falls, you shall perish in the midst of it, and you shall know that I am the Lord. 
15 Thus will I spend my wrath upon the wall and upon those who have smeared it with 
whitewash, and I will say to you, The wall is no more, nor those who smeared it, 16 the 
prophets of Israel who prophesied concerning Jerusalem and saw visions of peace for 
her, when there was no peace, declares the Lord God.”

the builders of the walls must be the people themselves, especially the community 
leaders. Instead of exposing the weaknesses in the wall, the false prophets have played 
into the builders’ hands. With their self-inspired predictions of peace they have covered 
up the fundamental deficiencies in Israelite society and encouraged an illusory sense of 
well-being.

(vv.11-12) 
God’s announcement of the sentence upon the false prophets continues the wall 
illustration. The walls look so fine on the outside but they are about to collapse under 
the onslaught of a violent storm. The storm’s force is highlighted by listing a triad of 
destructive elements: deluging rain, pounding hailstones, and irrupting hurricane 
force winds. When this occurs the plasterers will be asked what has happened to their 
handiwork.
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The message is clear. An attractive external appearance is no substitute for internal 
soundness. The prophets have been daubing plaster over a society that is 
fundamentally corrupt. Instead of exposing its decadence, with their reassurances of 
“peace,” they have created a false sense of optimism and well-being. No amount of 
plaster can defend the house against the impending storm. When the test comes, 
neither society nor prophecy will survive.

(vv.13-14) This storm is no ordinary meteorological phenomenon. The hurricane 
winds, the driving rain, and the pounding hail are generated by the exploding fury of 
God, who is determined to destroy the house. 

God will tear down the wall that the charlatans have plastered, reduce it to rubble, and 
expose the foundation. 

“to expose its foundation,” derives from the military practice of wholesale demolition of 
conquered cities. This prophecy speaks to the destruction of 586 B.C.

The point of all this is to get you to see that the Lord Jesus Christ is your only 
hope of navigating life and going to heaven upon death! 

People unconcerned and unprepared for coming judgment will be taken unexpectedly 
while in the midst of daily activity. (Luke 17:24-37)

- People were unconcerned and unprepared during Jesus life.

- They will be the same way in the future before the 2nd coming of Christ.

- They are that way now. (Eating, drinking, buying and selling, planting and 
building v.28) People will be taken at the end of the tribulation for judgment. 

• An authentic follower of the Lord Jesus Christ is concerned and prepared right 
now and also prepared if the rapture is delayed.

- (v.46) Do not call Jesus “Lord” unless you do what He says.

Thesis: Living life on Jesus requires 3 actions: 

• Come to the Lord Jesus Christ for Salvation

• Continually read God’s Word

• Continually obey God’s Word
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Application:

Is your calling Jesus “Lord” founded upon your life that is marked by obedience to what 
He says? Have you submitted to His authority over your life? 

• One day, every knee will bow and tongue confess that He is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father. Have you already done this?

Are you building your life on Jesus? What an you implement this week that will retain 
His rule over your life? what needs to change? 
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