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SM 11.22 2015       WOODLANDS BIBLE CHURH 
 
THEME:  “Thanksgiving to God”  
 
Passage:  II Corinthians 4:16-18 
 
Introduction: 
 
Back during the dark days of 1929, a group of ministers 
in the Northeast, all graduates of the Boston School of 
Theology, gathered to discuss how they should conduct 
their Thanksgiving Sunday services. Things were about 
as bad as they could get, with no sign of relief. The bread 
lines were depressingly long, the stock market had 
plummeted, and the term Great Depression seemed an 
apt description for the mood of the country. The ministers 
thought they should only lightly touch upon the subject 
Thanksgiving in deference to the human misery all about 
them.  After all, there was to be thankful for. But it was 
Dr. William L. Stiger, pastor of a large congregation in the 
city that rallied the group. This was not the time, he 
suggested, to give mere passing mention to 
Thanksgiving, just the opposite. This was the time for the 
nation to get matters in perspective and thank God for 
blessings always present, but perhaps suppressed due to 
intense hardship. 
  
The most intense moments of thankfulness are not found 
in times of plenty, but when difficulties abound. Think of 
the Pilgrims that first Thanksgiving. Half their number 
dead, men without a country, but still there was 

thanksgiving to God. Their gratitude was not for 
something but in something. It was that same sense of 
gratitude that lead Abraham Lincoln to formally establish 
the first Thanksgiving Day in the midst of national civil 
war, when the list of casualties seemed to have no end 
and the very nation struggled for survival. 
  
Perhaps in your own life, right now, intense hardship. 
You are experiencing your own personal Great 
Depression. Why should you be thankful this day?  
 
People live in accordance with their beliefs, unless for 
some reason they are constrained not to. These beliefs 
may be true or they may be false but if we think 
something to be true, we will act accordingly. It’s really 
just a matter of perspective, how things appear to us. 
 
Judged by appearances, Paul could have been 
discouraged. His life as a Christian had been difficult, 
despite his labor and sacrifice. The Corinthians, who 
should have loved and respected him as the 
hardworking, unselfish founding pastor of their church, 
instead had been influenced by a group of people who 
fancied themselves “super-apostles,” superior to Paul.  
 
In today’s speech, he was seen as a “loser” by 
comparison.  But Paul was not discouraged (v1, 16). He 
saw life from a different perspective. In fact he viewed his 
life from a position of “thanksgiving”!  His state of 
thankfulness was heart felt and directional! The driving 
force of his life and ministry was one of being thankful to 
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God.  I am convinced that Paul’s viewpoint on life is the 
right and should be the model for our belief and thus our 
manner of life.   
 
I.  THE RIGHT ATTITUDE ABOUT WHO WE ARE V16 
 
     A. We are more than simply physical, described here 
as the “outward man,” and as the our “tent,” by both 
Paul and Peter —2 Cor 5:1, 4; 2 Pet 1:13-14, “Yes, I 
think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up 
by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put off my 
tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.” 
 
     B. The “outward man,” our physical “body,” our “clay 
jar,” is in the process of decay and dissolution. 
“Perishing,” or “decaying” (NASB), is Present Passive;  it 
is progressive and ongoing, and something beyond our 
control. 
 
     C. But the “inward man” is in the process of daily 
renewal. The verb here is also Present Passive but “day 
by day” implies something occurring each day. We are 
being renewed each day! 
 
          1. How this process is described in Ephesians  
3:14-19. 
 
          2. Consider the nature of this renewing—
Colossians 3:10, “and have put on the new man who is 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him 
who created him;” 

 
     D. If we really believe this, we will concentrate more 
on spiritual than physical development.  1 Timothy 4:7-8, 
“exercise yourself toward godliness . . . bodily exercise 
profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, 
having promise of the life that now is and of that which is 
to come.” 
 
II.  THE RIGHT ATTITUDE ABOUT AFFLICTIONS V17 
 
     A. “Affliction,” thlipsis, “pressure;” “suffering,” NET. 
Note how Paul describes his, (singular–a category, his 
life). 
 
          1. Light, - easy to bear. But consider the weight of 
them! 
 
          2. Temporary, just for “a moment.” 
 
     B. His perspective on his suffering was affected by 
comparison with what they were accomplishing in his 
inner man. 
 
          1. In contrast to the “lightness” of his trials, they 
were producing ( “achieving for us”) a “far more 
exceeding” weight of glory! 
 
               a. Lit., beyond all measure, extreme beyond 
extreme. Ref. hyperbole.  “The two phrases form a 
double expression which cannot be translated literally. 
The meaning is ‘out of all proportion.’” 
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               b. Perhaps a play on the Hebrew word for 
“glory.” 
 
          2. In contrast to the temporal nature of his trials, 
they were producing an eternal weight of glory! 
 
     C. In other words, Paul’s afflictions were simply the 
outworking of Romans 8:28! 
   
     D. If we really believe this, we view the bad things that 
happen to us from an eternal perspective! 
 
III. THE RIGHT ATTITUDE ABOUT WHAT WE SEE V18 
 
     A. “Look,” skopeô, speaks of keeping one’s eye on” 
something; “we fix our eyes on,”. Paul is not saying he 
ignored what is seen but that he did not focus on it, 
focusing instead on that which is unseen to the world. 
 
     B. The things which are seen are temporary while the 
things that are unseen are eternal. Ref. how most focus 
on the temporary! Note John 12:15-17.  Lazarus. 
 
     C. It is only through the eyes of faith that we can see 
what others cannot. Ref. Hebrews 11:8-10, 24-27. 
 
     D. One day, what is now invisible will be seen with all 
its eternal weight of glory! If we really believe this, we will 
focus more on the future than on the present. 
 

Conclusion: 
 
The first American Thanksgiving didn't occur in 1621 
when a group of Pilgrims shared a feast with a group of 
friendly Indians.  No, the first “Thanksgiving” was in the 
heart of Adam and Eve, when God took and killed the 
first animal and took the skin of that animal and clothed 
them both completely!  Such praise knowing God loved 
them so much and desired renewed fellowship that He 
shed the blood of the innocence showing his love for the 
disobedient  sinner! 
 
What is your perspective, attitude on life? Do you believe 
that God is using day-to-day events to develop our “inner 
man?” Or is your attention primarily on your decaying 
clay jar? Do you see your afflictions as part of the 
process of producing an eternal weight of glory that is 
indescribable?  On what are you focused? Tomorrow, 
next week, next year, or on eternity, when you will stand 
before the Lord. 


