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A Heart of Unity 

Philippians 2:1-7 
Review: 

What is the Gospel of Christ?  

We see 3 parables on the New Dispensation- or Time Period that had begun. There can be no mixing of 
the Old and New. 
The old dispensation under the law and the new dispensational period under the Spirit. 

Judaism with its fasting and forms was not adequate to give Spiritual expression to the freedom that HE 
brought!

1st Parable - An Old Garment 
He refers to an old garment with a tear. This is referring to the legal system or dispensation while the new 
garment refers to the era of grace. 

Nobody would take a new garment and destroy it to fix an old. The fabric would shrink when its washed and rip 
the old as well, as well as the fabric not matching. 

The Pharisees wanted their Messiah to come to observe, change or fix Pharisaic Judaism, He came to present 
something to them that was different. 

2nd Parable- Wineskins
The picture here is that the old skin of the Law with the ordinances, traditions and rituals of Judaism were too 
rigid to contain the the JOY, Exuberance, and the energy of the new dispensation. 

John 1:17- Christ did not come to patch up the old but to replace it with something new. 

We see some examples of this new wine (the Joy…etc) in the unconventional method of the men who lowered 
the paralytic through the roof to Jesus. It is seen in the zeal of Levi when he follows Jesus and brings his 
friends to a festival with Jesus and the disciples. 

3rd Parable- New Wine
No one having drunk the old wine prefers new wine. “The old is better” 

This is a picture of the natural reluctance of men to abandon the old for the new. Judaism for Christianity, law 
for grace! 

Those who stubbornly insist that Judaism was better, would not come to Christ to taste if He is better. 

Christ does what the law cannot do. We are changed from the inside out. 

When we believe on Christ as our personal savior, we get a real Change. We are changed from the inside out. 
We become positionally perfect before God. 

Mother’s Day- Why this passage?  (Ch 4 verse 2)

A mother’s day gift- Mom asked one year if my brother and I could get along for just one day! 

Background:  
The church in Philippi was a zealous group of believers. We see Paul commending them on their behavior as 
Believers on several occasions throughout this letter. However, there is an undercurrent of strife. (4:2)  



In this chapter (2) Paul is dealing directly with the cause and cure for contentions in the church. 

Unity in a church is so critical! 
1 Cor 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with 
one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind 
and thought.

Ephesians 4:16  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Unity does not mean that we all see eye to eye on all matters. Essentials & Non-Essentials… 

Iron Sharpens Iron! 

Unity is not all of us being held in this building by these walls. Its all of us being joined together in one 

Unity- A bag of marbles or a magnet? It is not externally controlled, its is inwardly compelled. 

Disunity is a hallmark characteristic of unbelievers. As believers we are of one mind! 

The Corinthian church was reminded from Paul of their behavior! 
1 corinthians 3:3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, 
and are you not walking like mere men?

ch1- urges toward 1 mind and one heart along with ch 4.  

Chapter 2 he speaks of unity. 

Ephesians 4:3- Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

1. Why is Unity in the church so important? 
Vs 1. 
Therefore-Ch1:27  Paul had just finished a plea for unity. Now he goes on to talk about the formula that makes 
up for spiritual unity. 

 IF- the Grammar here in the Greek can be directly translated to “since or because”

Since there is consolation of love, since there is fellowship of the Spirit…etc 

Since these things exist, we should be able to get along! 

These 4 things he mentions in this verse are what should compel us to live in unity.

1. Encouragement in Christ- Believers have been encouraged in Christ. We have received help from Christ. 
So we need to be of the same mind. 

John 17- Christ prayed for unity… 

Paul is saying that since you have received all this, then give back what is precious to Christ’s heart. 

THIS FOCUSES ON OBEDIENCE. You are not violating the organization of the church, you are violating what 
Christ hates. 
When you bring discord into the church, you are not just violating the unity of the church, you are sinning 
against your relationship to Christ, His desire for His church is for unity. 



David had taken Urriah’s wife Bathsheba, killed him, slept with her..etc. Psalm 51:4- David said against you 
have I sinned (meaning God) 

Sin, by definition in the Bible, is not wronging another person. It is assaulting the glory of God, rebelling against 
God. Sin, by definition, is a vertical phenomenon.

We need to pursue harmony out of love for Christ. 

2. Consolation of Love - We have all experienced the love of Christ. Paramuthian- “comfort”- To provide 
soothing words. 

-The constant gentle outpouring of Christ to believers! Because we have experienced this very thing from 
Christ, give it to those around you! 

Unity is Christ’s desire for the Church. 

Forgiveness - This is probably the most difficult and important thing! 

MEMORIZE!!! Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

3. Fellowship of the Spirit - 1 cor 12:13 - We are all of the same Holy Spirit. 

The spirit has done everything for us. Guaranteeing our eternal glory, teaching us, enabling us to resist 
temptation, filling us with Holy impulses, Romans 8:26-the Holy Spirit prays for us… 

By being out of harmony, we are quenching the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19- quench not the spirit.  

4. Affection and Compassion (reflects on the Spirit) - Affection-the inward parts; the heart, affections, seat 
of the feelings - The Holy Spirit has affection for us. You have received the affections of the spirit. 

Since you have received the affections of the Spirit…   What He longs for us, He gives! 

Compassion-pity, compassion, favor, grace, mercy. - We have received so much of this that we will never give 
back what has been given to us. 

Because we have received this, we need to give it out as well! 

Vs 2
Paul is talking to these people as their pastor. He is urging them to be faithful! This is a pastoral plea!  
 
Paul was in prison while he wrote this letter! The people sent Epaphroditus to encourage Paul. They were 
worried about him. He received a gift and money from them. 

He says- don’t worry about me all through this letter! - If you want to make my joy complete, maintain unity! 

It is a heart of a pastor to have unity in the Church! Heb 13:17-

Why is unity so important? Unity is important because it is the desire of Christ’s heart! 
The Lord’s longing and the Spirits Longing is that we are in Unity! (The Holy Spirit always points to Christ!)

2. How is unity in the Church achieved? 
Vs 3 
1. Do nothing from selfishness. CHECK YOUR MOTIVES!!! - Darrell Smith  



Once you become selfish, your focus is on yourself and nobody else.  This will lead to quarreling.  Gal 5:19-20 
This will lead to division!  Me ME ME ME MY MY MY MY MINE MINE!!!

If you act like this, you are acting by the flesh, like the rest of the world!

1 Cor 1:10-13 ***FOLLOW CHRIST***!!! Pattern your life after Christ! 

Selfish ambition is the desire to be number one no mater what the cost. 

2. Conceit-vainglory, empty pride. This is self pride or or self display! 

This takes all of the focus off of Christ and the church. This has absolutely nothing to do with the church! 

This person will fight to make themselves seen as being right. Self promoting. 

“regard one another as more important than yourselves”  ***This does not mean that we take a criminal as 
having better moral character than our own, but rather that we should live for others unselfishly, putting their 
interests above our own. 

How can we do this? 
Do we know the heart of anyone else? Whose heart do we know better than anyone else? The only sin that we 
know of another person is that which is manifest in speech or actions. 

Take everything that is in my own heart and write it on the wall here for everyone to see! Would I do that? So to 
be fair, we can say that I am the worst person that I have ever known! 

We should not have any problem seeing people better than ourselves! 

This was written by Paul, who said in Ephesians 3:8, 1 Timothy 1:15 (present tense) PAUL KNEW HIS OWN 
HEART!  

Vs 4 
The cure of troubles among the people of God is to be more concerned with the interests of others than with 
the things of our own lives. 

If we give our lives in devotion and service for others, we will rise above the selfish strife of men. 

We need to look at the big picture. As our church grows, we will see more people join us and as more people 
join us, we will have more needs, more desires…etc.  

When is the last time we have reached out in concern for someone? I’m guilty of worrying about my interests 
as well! 

If we eliminate this, we can eliminate strife in the church! 
Conclusion
Vs 5
Whose example are we to follow? Christ showed the greatest example of selflessness! He displayed 
selflessness, sacrifice and he was serving.  

Charles H Gabriel said- He had no tears for His own fries, but sweat drops of blood for mine. 

How did He demonstrate this? 

Vs 6. 
He existed from all eternity as God in the truest sense of the word! This was a completely selfless act! 


