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The Lord Jesus’ Authority over Tradition


Luke 5: 33-39 
Review: 

What is the Gospel of Christ?  

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 The basis for the gospel is the work of Christ on the Cross.   

Salvation is the theme of the entire book! Salvation from Sin! The reward is to be with Christ forever! Matthew 
1:21  

1. A sinner responds to the call of the Lord. 
Tax collectors were among the most despised persons in society. The money partially went for personal gain 
and some went to a tax for Rome which made the them not only thieves but also traitors to the Jewish nation. 

“Follow Me” - This was a command that we see Jesus give in other instances, however, in this case, the tax 
collector couldn't leave without first making arrangements for someone else to occupy the booth that he was in. 

He recognized his estate!  

This is the same as it was for us who have trusted. We realized through whatever events brought us to a point 
in our lives that what we were doing wasn't going to save us! 

2. A Celebration of a Changed Life
Levi’s immediate response was to honor the Lord, to witness publicly his new allegiance and to introduce 
Christ to his friends! 

Jesus did not partake with them in their sins or do anything that would have compromised His ministry.

This does not mean that a person isolates themselves from ungodly people, but he stays clear of their lifestyle.  
What should be the case is that he witnesses to them of sin righteousness and judgement, and seeks to 
introduce them to Christ, the one source of lasting pleasure! 

THE SAVED MAN SHOULD BE A REAL FRIEND TO THE UNGODLY BUT NOT A PARTNER TO THEM! 

3. Jesus came to call sinners to repentance
These men saw themselves as righteous, they were among a group of people who knew they were not 
righteous!  

There was no mercy. Only a system created for their own benefit. They did not see their need for a Savior.  

Its so important that man sees his need for a savior as he looks at his depravity. 

We see in the following verses The Lord Jesus  is replacing the old dispensation under the law and 
explaining the new dispensational period under the Spirit. 

We see a rejection of Christ because He rejects the teaching of the Pharisees! 

Vs 33
This was more accusation than informational seeking. 



Pharisees fasted twice a week, Mondays and Thursdays. Every Monday and every Thursday were the two 
Pharisaic fast days, later on where a Pharisee and a Publican go to the temple compound to pray. And the 
Pharisee boasts that he fasts twice a week, meaning Mondays and Thursdays. 

We see the Pharisees become more and more aggravated with Christ. Now we see them questioning His 
followers as to their disobedience to the Law and to Judaism. 

The Pharisees lived very careful lives. They followed the external rules to a “T” but didn't realize or see their sin 
on the inside. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 Salvation is only of Grace. Nothing else. It is a Sovereign Gift of God. Works do nothing!!! 

John’s disciples thought the Jesus’ Disciples were too cheerful, they expected them to be mournful. 

They believed that religion should be somber, Leon Morris an Australian Bible Scholar called it “Mournful 
Fasts” 

2 Samuel 12:16  David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night 
upon the earth.

The law only prescribed that fasting should be done one day a year. On the day of Atonement. 

!!!!!John’s disciples thought that fasting should be done frequently. It was a sign of devotion. 

Vs 34
Jesus gives an illustration here of a wedding feast. These went on usually a week, sometimes longer. The 
bride and groom were with the guests celebrating. Guests would come and eat and it was a time of celebration 
and happiness. 

This was an example that they would have fully understood. 

John 3:29- John the Baptist used this examples with his disciples. This was the second time they would have 
heard this example. 

Jesus is referring to Himself as the center of attention here, He was with them in the flesh. 

It was appropriate that they should have been happy.
It was a wonder of His grace that He reserved the trials to come later and trained up the disciples and prepared 
them for what was to come. 

Christ was met with little or no opposition wherever he went up to this point. But a time would come where this 
would not be the case.

Vs 35
The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away.

From the beginning of the Lord’s ministry, He knew that He had to travel the path to Calvary, death on the 
cross. This did not take Christ by surprise. He did not come to establish a kingdom, and then surprisingly be 
crushed by man. 

In order for there to be salvation, there had to be a payment for sin. If Christ didn’t die, man would have to pay 
for his own sins throughout eternity in Hell. 

Christ came to call sinners to repentance and to bring salvation to them. He knew that He would die on the 
cross and be resurrected. 



He knew this would happen, THEN At THAT TIME would His disciples mourn. 

Fasting should never be done outwardly. Fasting is to be done in a spirit of humility and a joyful attitude 
Matthew 6:16-17

Too often, the focus of fasting is on the lack of food. Instead, the purpose of fasting should be to take your eyes 
off the things of this world to focus and rely completely on God. Fasting is a way to demonstrate to God, and to 
ourselves, that we are serious about our relationship with Him. Fasting helps us gain a new perspective and a 
renewed reliance upon God.

Fasting should be done inwardly. Is should be done with reverence. When the Lord Jesus was taken away, 
they were undoubtedly stripped of their appetites. 

But as we see His disciples here, we should also be glad. We as believers, have the Holy Spirit living in us. We 
should be happy as well. 

We see 3 parables on the New Dispensation- or Time Period that had begun. There can be no mixing of 
the Old and New. 

The old dispensation under the law and the new dispensational period under the Spirit. 

Judaism with its fasting and forms was not adequate to give Spiritual expression to the freedom that HE 
brought!

1st Parable - An Old Garment 
Vs 36
He told a parable here. 

He refers to an old garment with a tear. This is referring to the legal system or dispensation while the new 
garment refers to the era of grace. 

Nobody would take a new garment and destroy it to fix an old. The fabric would shrink when its washed and rip 
the old as well, as well as the fabric not matching. 

J. N. Darby (an Anglo-Irish Bible teacher 1800) states it well: "Jesus would do no such thing as tack on 
Christianity to Judaism. Flesh and law go together, but grace and law, God's righteousness and man's, will 
never mix."

The Pharisees wanted their Messiah to come to observe, change or fix Pharisaic Judaism, He came to present 
something to them that was different. 

He had not come to patch up the old covenant of mournful fasting with joyful feasting. 

2nd Parable- Wineskins
Vs 37, 38
Wineskins were often made from a goat. The skin was pulled and the limbs were sewn up. the hair shorn, the 
hide tanned and the wine was poured in the skin to ferment. The skin would stretch with the gas that was 
produced from the fermentation process. 

Once the wine was done, the skins would dry out and become brittle after time. 

New wine in an old skin would expand and burst the skin. The wine would spill and be wasted. 

The picture here is that the old skin of the Law with the ordinances, traditions and rituals of Judaism were too 
rigid to contain the the JOY, Exuberance, and the energy of the new dispensation. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Irish


John 1:17- Christ did not come to patch up the old but to replace it with something new. 

We see some examples of this new wine (the Joy…etc) in the unconventional method of the men who lowered 
the paralytic through the roof to Jesus. It is seen in the zeal of Levi when he follows Jesus and brings his 
friends to a festival with Jesus and the disciples. 

Any attempt to restrict this new form of life, of worship would fail. 

New forms of worship, new forms of expression of relations. 

John 4:20-26 — Not in a particular place

The Old Wineskins are a picture of the rigidness and coldness of the Law and the Pharisees. 

But receiving this would not be easy!!! 

3rd Parable- New Wine
Vs 39
No one having drunk the old wine prefers new wine. “The old is better” 

This is a picture of the natural reluctance of men to abandon the old for the new. Judaism for Christianity, law 
for grace! 

Those who stubbornly insist that Judaism was better, would not come to Christ to taste if He is better. 

Christ does what the law cannot do. We are changed from the inside out. 

Darby says, "A man accustomed to forms, human arrangements, father's religion, etc., never likes the new 
principle and power of the kingdom.”

This is very much the case for today as well. Man doesn’t want the things of God, let alone trust in what Christ 
did on the cross for him. 

Its easier to sit comfortable with man’s formula to salvation. 1 Corinthians 2:14 

When we believe on Christ as our personal savior, we get a real Change. We are changed from the inside out. 
We become positionally perfect before God. 

Conclusion: 
Mixing Jesus with Judaism or any other other religion doesn’t make it correct. 

Our Ministry as believers should always be to present the truth of God’s Word in such a way to glorify 
Christ and to reach the heart and conscience of our hearers. 

The Apostle Paul always referred to the person of Christ and to His work on the Cross. 

MEMORIZE!!! 1 Corinthians 2:2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.

This is something that the Law can not do. The law does not want Christ. 

Salvation is not by works, not by ceremony, not by baptism, not by anything outwardly. It comes from Christ 
and our belief in Him. Then He alone will change us from within.  As new wineskins. 


