
Sermon  
April 30, 2017 

Calling Sinners to Repentance 

Luke 5: 27-32 
Review: 


What is the Gospel? The Gospel originates with the grace of God. Ephesians 2:8 (For by grace you are saved 
through faith) 


What is boils down to is that God gives eternal life freely to sinful people who don't deserve it!  

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 The basis for the gospel is the work of Christ on the Cross.  


People are saved by believing God’s Testimony concerning His Son as THE ONLY way of salvation. 1 Jn 
5:11-12


As believers, we have hope of eternity in Heaven! 2 Cor 5:6-10.  

Salvation is the theme of the entire book! Salvation from Hell and sin.  

God sent Christ to earth as the Messiah, He died for men and those who believe in Christ will live 
eternally with Him, and those who don't will spend eternity in Hell paying for their own sins.  

The OT tells us that this Messiah is coming. “The Seed of the woman”   The one who will bring 
forgiveness, the sacrifice, substitute, the one who will release the world from its sin.   

It is very important that we are taking time daily to learn and study God’s Word. We see Jesus rebuke this 
couple as they don’t “believe” in all the Prophets had spoken… 

Maybe our faith is weak because we have been shaken or going through something in our lives where God 
does not feel like He is close. 

As believers, we have these promises from God that we can fully rely on.  If we have put our trust in Christ as 
our ONLY way to the Father, the only way to heaven, we have a Hope that the world doesn't have! 
If we are talking about Hope and looking at the text: We see a man covered in leprosy.  What we know about 
Leprosy: It is a skin disease which will move into nerves and limbs. Blindness, amputation, blindness… These 
people were shunned and set apart into a place of a village only for lepers.  

1. The Messiah’s power to heal leprosy, 2. The Messiah’s power to forgive Sin 

Romans 4:5-6— Him who justifies the ungodly , We are not allowed to forgive sin. Only God can! The ungodly 
is justified by faith! This is another place in Scripture that we see proof that Jesus is God!!!

Sinners are declared righteous by God Himself! we are declared innocent! through faith! 

Jesus calls him Friend! Romans 5:10

Memorize!Romans 10:9

3. The Messiah’s power for Immediate results as they both came in Faith to Christ! 
There was nothing either of these men could do other than believe, just as the thief on the cross next to Christ. 
Jesus, remember me in your kingdom!, Today you will be with me in paradise! 

The one thing that they all had in common was that they all recognized their depravity. 



Sin is like leprosy and lameness… That ends in physical death, Sin causes spiritual death. 
—If you have not recognized your condition, you need to become like these who showed faith! AS YOU ARE! 

Jesus just finished healing a paralytic and was next we see Him associating with a despised group of people in 
Jewish society. 

1. A sinner responds to the call of the Lord. 
Vs 27
Tax collectors were among the most despised persons in society. The money partially went for personal gain 
and some went to a tax for Rome which made the them not only thieves but also traitors to the Jewish nation. 

Luke 19:8 shows just how crooked they were! They were very wealthy and crooked!

The job of a tax collector was forbidden by Jewish law, however some would bid on these jobs. The main 
reason was so that they could take additional taxes on top of what the Romans required from them. 

They became a hated group of people and there were rules made against them by the rabbis. They were 
ostracized from the Jewish Community. There were only two groups that were allowed to associate with these 
people. Other tax collectors and prostitutes. 

Levi or Matthew was a customs type of tax collector. We see him sitting on a tax booth. They collected taxes 
on produce and goods that came in  to the area from sale. 

Vs 28
“Follow Me” - This was a command that we see Jesus give in other instances, however, in this case, the tax 
collector couldn't leave without first making arrangements for someone else to occupy the booth that he was in. 

In this case it was an irresistible command that Christ gave to Matthew! 

There were tremendous consequences that followed this action of his. 

We see him go from the most hated group in the land to a follower of Christ and a writer of a Gospel! 

It is important that when we hear Him, we are respond and follow Him. 

Those of us who have put our faith in Christ, need to keep this in mind. When we made to decision to follow 
Him, it was a decision that we made out of obedience and we are to continue to be obedient. We need to 
continue to be obedient and follow Christ. 

This was not something that he saw he should do because of some perk or gimmick that Jesus had for him, it 
was because he knew where he was. 

He recognized his estate!  

This is the same as it was for us who have trusted. We realized through whatever events brought us to a point 
in our lives that what we were doing wasn't going to save us! 

2. A Celebration of a Changed Life
Vs 29
Levi’s immediate response was to honor the Lord, to witness publicly his new allegiance and to introduce 
Christ to his friends! 

There was a man who said, no believer wants to go to Heaven alone. 

Most Jews would not have eaten with tax collectors! Jesus took the opportunity to teach, rebuke, and to bless. 
He ate with tax collectors and sinners! 



Jesus did not partake with them in their sins or do anything that would have compromised His ministry.

I once heard a close friend of mine justify reasons that he would partake in a sinful environment… Before long, 
the crowd had influenced him more than he influenced them! 

Psalm 1:1

This does not mean that a person isolates themselves from ungodly people, but he stays clear of their lifestyle.  
What should be the case is that he witnesses to them of sin righteousness and judgement, and seeks to 
introduce them to Christ, the one source of lasting pleasure! 

THE SAVED MAN SHOULD BE A REAL FRIEND TO THE UNGODLY BUT NOT A PARTNER TO THEM! 

Vs 30
Consorting with outcasts on any level was bad. Talking to them was bad, but eating and drinking with them was 
even worse! This implied a level of friendship with them that was abhorrent to the Pharisees. 

The scribes and pharisees criticized Jesus for associating with these despised people. 

The conversation was probably about who they extorted, stole from, who they beat up to get money from, how 
much they stole… The prostitutes they spoke to…etc. 

With this being a group of people that being seen in society lower than a prostitute, it was an obvious place for 
the pharisees and scribes to attack Jesus! 

They wanted to make the point, “If He is the Messiah, He would not associate with this class of people”

Vs 31
Jesus heard this and immediately responds: His action was in perfect accord with His purpose in coming to this 
world. 

Healthy people do not need a doctor! Only the sick do! Here we can say that people who don't think they are 
sick won't sell healing!

The Pharisees and scribes thought that they were well, but the tax collectors and prostitutes knew that they 
were not ok! They fully realized that the lifestyle that they had chose made them to be outcasts from the Jewish 
society! 

Matthew 9:13 We see Matthew add a little more detail to what Jesus said here! “I desire compassion and not 
sacrifice” 

This comes from Hosea 6:6 The problem here was that the Pharisees followed a system of rituals in Judaism 
with great precision, their hearts were hard, cold, and merciless! Here Jesus dismisses their comments with a 
challenge to learn the meaning of Jehovah’s words. I DESIRE MERCY NOT SACRIFICE. Although God had 
instituted the sacrificial system, He did not want the rituals to become a substitute for inward righteousness. 

God is not a ritualist! He is not pleased with rituals divorced from personal godliness! This is exactly what the 
pharisees had done! They observed the letter of the law without flaw, but had no compassion for those who 
were in need of spiritual help! They only associated with self righteous people like themselves. 

Thats what legalism is! Outward performance without heart. dependence on moral law rather than on personal 
religious faith

Sometimes we confuse conviction with legalism. 



This is what what the point is: Matthew 5:7"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. The Sermon 
on the Mount. 

This was addressed to the Disciples (believers). Not for salvation, but a constitution for Believers! Past, 
present, and future! 

Merciful- actively compassionate! In one sense, it means to withhold punishment from offenders who deserve 
it, in a wider sense it means ti help others in need who cannot help themselves. 

God showed mercy in sparing us from the judgment which our sins deserved and in demonstrating kindness to 
us through the saving work of Christ! WE IMITATE GOD WHEN WE HAVE COMPASSION! 

This is what the pharisees and scribes were lacking! 

They followed the outward part of the Mosaic Law but not the inward part.

Self righteousness is not concerned about souls, but are worried about the outward appearance. 

Isaiah 51:1 ”Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, Who seek the LORD: Look to the rock from which 
you were hewn And to the quarry from which you were dug.

3. Jesus came to call sinners to repentance & Conclusion:

Vs 32
Here we see a bit of sarcasm. Again, Jesus cannot help those who do not see their need.  I refer back to what 
Jesus said in the synagogue. (Luke 4:18) 

These men saw themselves as righteous, they were among a group of people who knew they were not 
righteous!  

There was no mercy. Only a system created for their own benefit. 

They did not see their need for a Savior.  

“You aren't getting help, because you don’t want help!” 

Its so important that man sees his need for a savior as he looks at his depravity. We see it over and over again.    

Some mega churches preach a false Christ. They are portraying a “g”od who Wants to make you rich, give you 
wealth…etc. We just read about a paralytic who was lowered through a ceiling. The first thing Christ did was 
forgive his sin. 

They open their wallet and look for Christ in the blessing, when we see Christ what do we see? 

Revelations 5:6, 11- The true Lamb will not appear as money or something mystical. 

Through this we see the real problem. Its not the physical healing, although that was a blessing them man 
received. It was the spiritual healing that Jesus was about. The real problem. 


