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April 16, 2017 

The Great Physician - Who heals Body and Soul 

Luke 5: 12-26 
Review:  
What is the message of the Bible?  
God graciously rescues sinners from the punishment of Hell to the eternal joy of Heaven.  

Salvation is the theme of the entire book! Salvation from Hell and sin.  

We cannot save ourselves from Hell, so God must make a way. A just payment had to be made. But the 
sinner can’t pay for his sin. So there must be a substitute.  

The OT tells us that this Messiah is coming. “The Seed of the woman”   The one who will bring 
forgiveness, the sacrifice, substitute, the one who will release the world from its sin.   

Last week was Resurrection Sunday. We focused on the Road to Emmaeus where Christ showed up as a 
stranger and questioned two disciples (not from the 11) as to what happened. They were sad (gloomy) as they 
told the story. 

They were in shock… There was a dialogue back and forth. Finally Jesus comes forth and reminds them all 
the way through the OT beginning with Moses what their Messiah would look like. 

They became glad as we read “their hearts burned within them”.  They asked this stranger (Jesus) to come to 
their house.  There He opened their eyes and they saw who He was. 

They ran back to Jerusalem and told the others.  

We saw Jesus scold these people for their lack of belief of Scripture. I mentioned that a partial understanding 
of Scripture can be dangerous. It is important that we are all reading and working to understand Scripture. We 
must set time aside and study. 

These two were encouraged by the preaching of the word. They were enlightened by Scripture. 

It is very important that we are taking time daily to learn and study God’s Word. We see Jesus rebuke this 
couple as they don’t “believe” in all the Prophets had spoken… 

Maybe our faith is weak because we have been shaken or going through something in our lives where God 
does not feel like
 He is close. 

As believers, we have these promises from God that we can fully rely on.  If we have put our trust in Christ as 
our ONLY way to the Father, the only way to heaven, we have a Hope that the world doesn't have! 
If we are talking about Hope and looking at the text: We see a man covered in leprosy.  What we know about 
Leprosy: It is a skin disease which will move into nerves and limbs. Blindness, amputation, blindness… These 
people were shunned and set apart into a place of a village only for lepers.  

How they were to deal with this disease was all spelled out in Leviticus 13 & 14. 

The leper had to keep his face covered from the nose down, was banned from the temple and tabernacle. He 
could not partake in any of the services offered in the tabernacle or temple. 

If someone was walking towards the leper, they had to shout “unclean” “unclean”. Anyone who touched a leper 
was also considered unclean. 



Miriam was healed of leprosy, that was before the Law was completed, and Naaman was cured, but he was a 
Syrian. He was not Jewish. Luke 4:27 gives us an insight.  This was the first Jew healed from leprosy. 

1. The Messiah’s power to heal leprosy
Vs 12
Doctor Luke tells us a story of a Leper that is healed. We see the faith of this leper as he approaches Jesus. 

“You CAN make me clean”. This Leper knew and understood his condition very well! 

“Make me clean” This man knew that he was separated from society. He needed a change and needed a 
miracle to make him clean. 

Sometimes a person doesn't recognize their depravity and helplessness as they are “floating” through life. I 
think of Jesus again preaching in the Synagogue. What he came to do as He read from the book of Isaiah. 

I look at people every day around me and think to myself, “I really love this person”. But they are as this leper 
we read about here. 

The condition of sin separated us from God. Like Peter when he realized his condition before Christ. 

This leper could not have said this to any other man in the world.  He recognized that Jesus was different. 

“If you are willing” He was not questioning the power that Jesus had, rather the fact that he had no right or 
reason to be healed, but he was casting himself on the Mercy and Grace of our Lord and Savior! 

Vs 13
Jesus reached out His hand and touched the leper.  This poses a real problem! numbers 5:1-4. 

2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

This was a “messianic miracle” We saw Elijah and Elisha preform miracles, however we never saw people 
question if they were the messiah. However, we see some ask that of Jesus as they saw His miracles. 

This made Jesus (according to the law) ceremonial unclean. Instead we see His contact purify the man.  This 
shows Christ to be the fulfillment to the Law!

These ceremonial regulations show us our need to be separated from all pollution. Jesus’ touch cleanses His 
people lepers or not and makes it unnecessary to follow the letter of the ritual purity laws any longer!  
Another thing we see is the immediate healing of the leper. “Immediately the leprosy had left him”. 

When we came to Christ as an unbeliever, as this man, we were immediately and completely healed from sin.  
We weren't made practically perfect in that instant, but we were made complete through our faith and that 
alone. 

As believers, we are called to live differently, we don’t walk in sins that we once did. 

Think of this hopeless, helpless leper and what condition he was in. He had absolutely nothing to bring to 
Christ. He just came in faith! 

vs 14
Go and tell no one. Jesus did not want to attract a crowd of curiosity seekers, or stir up a movement to make 
him King. 

Jesus’ command here was referring to Lev 14:4. Every detail of the offering spoke of Christ. 



The priest’s job was to examine the leper and determine if He had been made clean. The priest could not Heal, 
only pronounce a man as healed. 

The priest had never seen a cleansed leper before and this was unique and should have had him realize that 
this was the Messiah. Instead, their hearts were blinded by their unbelief. 

vs 15 & 16
The news traveled quickly , as we would imagine! Jesus went to the wilderness and prayed. 

Luke presents Jesus in this Gospel as The Son of Man. It is fitting that He portrays more about His Prayer life 
than the other Gospels do. 

This is an example of the importance for us to pray. We are dealing with things that we really don't have a lot of 
control over. Witnessing, family members, our daily lives… Along with spending regular time in the Word, we 
need to have a prayer life. Not just praying at meal time, or bedtime… 

Pray without ceasing, Romans 8:26 

This miracle and the next fit together. The one who comes to heal sickness cleanses people from sin.

2. The Messiah’s power to forgive Sin 

Romans 4:5-6— Him who justifies the ungodly , We are not allowed to forgive sin. Only God can! The ungodly 
is justified by faith! 

Sinners are declared righteous by God Himself! we are declared innocent! through faith! 

Jesus Christ satisfied the Law that was given by God! 

This is about forgiveness! The very heart of the Gospel message is forgiveness! Its not escaping Hell. Its about 
Gods forgiveness to sinners!

That is the heart and soul of the Gospel! God will forgive your sins you will escape eternal Hell. 

Vs 17
As Jesus’ ministry spread, the pharisees and teachers became more hostile. They were aways looking to bring 
accusations against Him. 

Now we see them in Gallilee.  “The power of the Lord was present with Him.”- This was always the case, 
however the opportunity sometimes was not there. Matt 13:58, He didn't do many miracles there because of 
their unbelief.

vs 18-19
These men were carrying a paralytic on a stretcher. They knew that if they could get him to Jesus, Jesus would 
heal this man. The crowd was so big that they could not get to Jesus. 

vs 20
Seeing the greater problem, the Lord began with the man’s spiritual need rather than his physical need, we see 
this happen in vs 24!

This may indicate that his sickness was the result of sin. Some jews associated physical illness (blindness jn 
9:2-3)

This statement was considered blasphemy by the Jews. In His statement He was clearly a claim of being equal 
with God. 



Jesus had the power to do this! 

Jesus saw the man’s need, he saw him as a sinner. This man saw himself as poor, captive, blind and 
oppressed.  He knew his lost state as a sinner! 

He was like the tax collector in Luke 18:13:14 the God be merciful to me, the sinner! “This man went home 
justified. SAVED!!! he threw himself on the ground before God. 

Jesus calls him Friend! Romans 5:10

Memorize!Romans 10:9

vs 21
Unwilling to admit that Jesus was God, they called this blasphemy since only God could forgive sin. This is 
good Theology! These men were correct in this statement. However, the problem was that Christ was God! 

This is something that I have been thinking about myself lately. Again, dealing with some different heretics who 
have stripped Jesus of His deity, they are no different now than these Pharisees.  

Vs 22
We again see where Jesus knows their hearts and brings it to their attention!

Vs 23
Jesus revealed their Heart after they denounced Him as God, then He challenged them. 

This is where The Lord proves the He forgave the mans sins. 

If Jesus would have said your sins are forgiven, this is not something that they would have had no way of 
telling. 

By Jesus saying that the man’s sins were forgiven, then he was cured and able to walk was an outward 
manifestation of what had just happened! 

Vs 24
The Lords comment here “son of man” shows Jesus’ perfect humanity, but sets Jesus apart from any other 
man that has or will ever walk this earth. A man who is morally perfect, would be tempted, would suffer, bleed 
and die, and has universal headship given of God! 

Vs 25
Immediately, we see the same exact thing as the Leper, a complete cure! He went home glorifying God! 

Vs 26
The crowd recognized the miracle that they had witnessed! This was no ordinary day!
 
3. The Messiah’s power for Immediate results as they both came in Faith to Christ! 
There was nothing either of these men could do other than believe, just as the thief on the cross next to Christ. 

Jesus, remember me in your kingdom!, Today you will be with me in paradise! 
Conclusion:
Are we still aware of what Christ has rescued us from? Do we as believers rejoice in this? This same Jesus 
that caused the Leper to be healed and the Lame to walk is the same Jesus that has saved us from our 
penalty of death by His sacrifice!  


