
Eternal	Love	Worth	Remembering	 (Romans	5:5b-11)	

Introduction:	Tomorrow	is	Memorial	Day.	Memorial	Day	is	a	day	set	aside	
on	our	calendar	that	we	remember	all	those	that	have	paid	the	ultimate	
sacrifice	to	secure	the	freedoms	we	enjoy	today.	We	thank	God	for	their	
sacrifice	and	honor	them	by	remembering.		

Private Desmond Doss walked into the bloodiest battle of World War II’s Pacific theater 
with nothing to protect himself except for his Bible and his faith in God. He was a 
conscientious objector meaning Doss had enlisted as a medic and refused to carry a 
rifle. 

The fighting took place on the Maeda Escarpment in April 1945. The battlefield, located 
on top of a sheer 400-foot cliff, was fortified with a deadly network of Japanese machine 
gun nests and booby traps. The escarpment, nicknamed Hacksaw Ridge for the 
treacherously steep cliff, was key to winning the battle of Okinawa. The mission was 
thought to be near-impossible, and when Doss’s battalion was ordered to retreat, the 
medic refused to leave his fallen comrades behind. 

Facing heavy machine gun and artillery fire, Doss repeatedly ran alone into the kill 
zone, carrying wounded soldiers to the edge of the cliff and singlehandedly 
lowering them down to safety. Each time he saved a man’s life, Doss prayed out loud, 
“Lord, please help me get one more.” By the end of the night he had rescued an 
estimated 75 men. 
	

While	we	remember	many	that	have	paid	the	ultimate	price	for	freedom,	
think	of	the	ultimate	price	that	Jesus	paid	on	the	cross.	In	the	Garden	of	
Eden,	Adam	disobeyed	God	and	immersed	mankind	into	sin	and	death.	
Without	Jesus	perfect	life	and	substitutionary	death,	mankind	is	doomed.	
Today	as	we	are	remembering,	I'd	like	to	look	at	how	Jesus	performed	the	
greatest	act	of	selfless	sacrifice	mankind	will	ever	know.	

Objective:	We	must	constantly	remember	what	God	accomplished	for	us	
through	the	death	of	Jesus	on	the	cross.		
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Thesis:	God	performed	the	greatest	act	of	eternal	love	mankind	will	ever	
know.		

Overarching	point:	God’s	love	resides	in	believers	through	the	indwelling	
Holy	Spirit	(v.5b)	

We	can	celebrate	3	ways	God	accomplished	this:		

1. Jesus	died	for	helpless	people	(vv.6-8)	
2. Jesus	suffered	the	full	wrath	of	God	(vv.9)	
3. Jesus	reconciles	believers	to	God	(vv.10-11)	

Contextual	argument:	In	the	middle	of	Paul’s	theological	section	of	Romans,	
he	lays	forth	the	doctrinal	ground	for	the	believer’s	progressive	
sanctification.		

There	is	a	chiastic	structure	here	in	Romans	5-8.	Make	an	X	and	you	can	
easily	figure	this	out.	

	 Romans	5:1-11	 	 	 	 	 	 Romans	8:1-17	

	 	 	 	 	 			Romans	6-7	 	 	 	 	 	
	 Romans	5:12-21	 	 	 	 	 	 Romans	8:18-39	

In	our	text,	Paul	is	answering	the	objection	the	suffering	believer	is	facing.	
That	objection	is,	“if	I	am	saved	from	God’s	future	wrath,	why	am	I	
suffering?	Is	God	powerful	enough	to	save	me	from	hell	if	He	cant	even	
deliver	me	from	the	suffering	I’m	currently	experiencing?”	

He	will	begin	the	argument	in	Romans	5:1-11	and	finish	it	in	Romans	8:18-
39.	The	answer	to	the	question	is	obviously	yes	but	the	argument	is	worth	
investigating.	

Transition:	Romans	5:5b-11	reveal	how	God	rescues	men	and	woman	from	
eternal	wrath.		

1. Jesus	came	to	die	for	helpless	people	(vv.6-8)	

“at	the	right	time”—	Paul	elaborates	about	this	in	Galatians,	“But	when	the	
fullness	of	time	had	come,	God	sent	forth	his	Son,	born	of	woman,	born	
under	the	law,	5	to	redeem	those	who	were	under	the	law,	so	that	we	might	
receive	adoption	as	sons	6	And	because	you	are	sons,	God	has	sent	the	Spirit	
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of	his	Son	into	our	hearts,	crying,	“Abba!	Father!”	7	So	you	are	no	longer	a	
slave,	but	a	son,	and	if	a	son,	then	an	heir	through	God.		(Galatians	4:4-7,	
ESV).	

Please	not	from	the	text	the	description	of	the	kinds	of	people	God	justifies:	

a. Weak—Total	incapacity	for	good	
b. Ungodly-	Full	of	actions	that	displease	God	
c. Sinners	(v.8)—	disobedient	to	God	

Remember	the	instance	of	the	calling	of	Levi	in	Luke	5?	Luke	records,	“And	
the	Pharisees	and	their	scribes	grumbled	at	his	disciples,	saying,	“Why	do	
you	eat	and	drink	with	tax	collectors	and	sinners?”	31	And	Jesus	answered	
them,	“Those	who	are	well	have	no	need	of	a	physician,	but	those	who	are	
sick.	32	I	have	not	come	to	call	the	righteous	but	sinners	to	repentance”	
(Luke	5:30-32,	ESV).	

If	you	are	a	righteous	person,	than	you	need	to	repent	of	your	righteousness	
and	come	to	Jesus	as	a	sinner.	If	you	die	while	trying	to	attain	your	own	
righteousness	apart	from	Jesus,	you	will	go	to	hell	and	pay	for	your	sins	
forever.	

In	(V.7)	Paul	makes	a	difference	between	a	some	dying	for	a	“righteous”	
person	and	perhaps	someone	dying	for		a	“good”	person		

• “righteous	person”	would	be	one	who	is	just	and	upright	in	his	
dealings	and	would	therefore	have	some	claim	on	our	respect.	

• “good	person”	would	be	one	for	whom	we	have	a	strong	personal	
attachment	and	for	whom,	therefore,	we	would	be	more	willing	to	
die.	

Argument:	You	might	be	saying,	“I'm	a	good	person	that	does	good	things.	
What	about	all	the	good	things	I	do?”		

Paul	explains	here	that	the	pinnacle	of	human	love	would	be	the	giving	of	
one’s	life	for	a	person	one	is	close	to—a	spouse,	child,	or	combat	buddy—
whereas	God	sent	his	Son	for	wicked	people	that	hated	Him	and	wanted	
nothing	to	do	with	Him.	God	introduced	his	unconditional	love	to	mankind	
when	He	sent	Jesus	to	die	on	the	cross.	
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The	Bible	says	that	we	are	“dead	in	trespasses	and	sins”	we	are	totally	
incapable	of	making	ourselves	acceptable	to	a	Holy	God.		

While	you	might	think	you're	better	than	bad	people,	unless	you	are	
completely	perfect	like	Jesus	was	and	keep	the	entire	law	perfectly,	then	
you	will	be	rejected	by	God	at	the	judgment.	

There	is	only	one	way	to	achieve	the	righteousness	of	Jesus	and	that	is	
through	faith	in	Christ	alone.		

Transition:	Not	only	did	Jesus	die	for	helpless	people	but	Jesus	suffered	the	
full	wrath	of	God.	

2. Jesus	suffered	the	full	wrath	of	God	(vv.9)	

Explanation:	These	next	few	verses	speaks	volume	for	eternal	security.	God	
is	a	holy	God	and	has	nothing	to	do	with	sin.	Because	of	our	sin,	we	are	not	
holy	like	God.	An	eternity	underneath	God’s	wrath	is	waiting	for	all	sinners	
because	God	will	by	no	means	clear	the	guilty	and	leave	sinners	unpunished.		
We	have	a	serious	need	to	be	justified	from	our	sin.		

That	justification	is	transferred	to	our	account	because	of	Jesus	cross-work.	
In	that	3	hours	on	the	cross,	God	poured	out	ALL	his	wrath	toward	sin	our	on	
His	Son.	After	all	His	wrath	was	poured	out,	Jesus	cried,	“My	God,	my	God,	
Why	have	you	forsaken	me!?”	God	will	separate	sinners	from	himself	but	
the	one	who	has	faith	in	Christ	alone	will	never	be	separated	from	God.	They	
will	never	know	what	it’s	like	to	want	to	have	God	but	cant.	

Illustration:	There	are	two	arguments	from	Greater	to	the	lesser	in	(vv9-11).  
On June 14, 1874, John Robinson led a "test elephant” on a stroll 
across the new Eads Bridge to prove it was safe. A big crowd 
cheered as the elephant from a traveling circus lumbered towards 
Illinois. It was believed that elephants had instincts that would keep 
them from setting foot on unsafe structures. Two weeks later, Eads 
sent 14 locomotives back and forth across the bridge at one 
time. The opening day celebration on July 4, 1874, featured a parade 
that stretched 15 miles (24 km) through the streets of St. Louis. 
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The people didn't trust the bridge until they saw something greater 
than themselves (elephant) successfully cross. You can be 
completely sure that God will save you from His wrath in the future 
because Jesus died of you 1) While you were rebelliously helpless 
and 2) God justified you based on Christ’s death (“his blood”) 
Transition:	if	God	has	already	done	the	most	difficult	thing—reconcile	and	
justify	“weak”,	“ungodly”,	“sinners”—how	much	more	can	he	be	depended	
on	to	accomplish	the	“easier”	thing—save	from	future	wrath	those	who	
have	been	brought	into	such	relationship	with	him	

3. Jesus	reconciles	believers	to	God	(vv.10-11)	

Explanation:	The	supreme	manifestation	of	God’s	love	is	the	Cross	itself.	
God	loved	us	so	much	that	he	sent	his	own	Son	to	die	for	us	when	we	were	
still	ungodly	to	make	us	right	with	himself.	If	he	did	that	when	we	were	still	
his	enemies,	how	much	more	will	he	do	for	us	now	that	we	are	his	friends!	
We	can	rejoice	because	of	all	that	God	has	done	for	us	in	Jesus	Christ.	

Outside	of	Christ,	people	are	in	a	situation	of	“enmity”	with	God;	and	in	
reconciliation,	it	is	that	status,	or	relationship,	that	changes:	we	go	from	
being	God’s	“enemies”	to	being	his	“children”	(cf.	Rom.	8:14–17).	

	

Application:	

Paul	undoubtedly	wants	to	encourage	any	who	are	faltering	or	downhearted	
to	contemplate	again	what	he	or	she	has	in	Christ—a	new	relationship	with	
God	(“justification,”	“peace	with	God,”	“reconciliation”)	that	overcomes	all	
present	adversity	(“rejoicing	in	afflictions”)	and	that	provides	absolute	
security	for	the	life	to	come	(“rejoicing	in	the	glory	of	God,”	“hope	does	not	
disappoint	us,”	“saved	from	wrath”).	And	such	contemplation	can	lead	only	
to	rejoicing.	

I	ask	you	today,	what	should	be	our	response	to	God’s	eternal	love	that	was	
demonstrated	by	sending	His	Son	to	die	on	the	cross?	

(V.2b)	“rejoice	in	hope	of	the	glory	of	God”	
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(V.3a)	“rejoice	in	our	sufferings”	

(V.11)				“Rejoice	in	God	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ”	because	of	the	life,	
death,	burial,	resurrection,	and	ascension	of	Jesus	Christ,	you	do	not	have	to	
face	God’s	wrath	forever!		

Jesus	paid	it	all	on	the	cross	so	you,	through	faith	in	Him,	do	not	have	to	face	
God’s	eternal	wrath!	

	Let's	conclude	by	simply	reading	Romans	8:31-39.	
1	

																																												

	
1	Consulted	works	are	Moo,	Mounce,	MacArthur.	


