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                                                      Baby Dedication

 
  
Theme:   “The Perfect Father”
 
 
 
 
  

Scripture:  Psalm 103: 1-14; Various 

Introduction:   
“A little boy was eagerly looking forward to the birthday 
party of a friend who lived only a few blocks away. When 
the day finally arrived, a blizzard made the sidewalks and 
roads nearly impassable. The lad's father, sensing the 
danger, hesitated to let his son go. The youngster reacted 
tearfully. "But Dad," he pleaded, "all the other kids will be 
there. Their parents are letting them go." The father 
thought for a moment, then replied softly, "All right, you 
may go." Surprised but overjoyed, the boy bundled up 
and plunged into the raging storm. The driving snow 
made visibility almost impossible, and it took him more 
than half an hour to trudge the short distance to the party. 
As he rang the doorbell, he turned briefly to look out into 
the storm. His eye caught the shadow of a retreating 

figure. It was his father. He had followed his son's every 
step to make sure he arrived safely.” 
We need to ask, “what kind of father is God?” for He is 
the perfect father and we are commanded to be like Him   
KJV Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.  

I.GOD IS A LOVING FATHER  

KJV 1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not. 

A.“What manner,” speaks of the nature of His love; 
ESV, “what kind.” can also denote admiration, “how 
great,” NASB. 

God’s love is unconditional–not based on merits or  
performance but on our relationship to Him through His 
son–  KJV John 1:12 But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

      B.  God’s love is intimate– KJV Galatians 4:6 And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
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1.“beloved,” agaptos–Matt 3:17; Rom 1:7; Eph 
5:1 “dear” 

2.How tragic that so many fathers have failed to 
openly demonstrate their love to their children! 

C.   God’s love is compassionate and forgiving–Psa. 
103:13-14     

1. The parable of the prodigal son, Lk 15:20. 

2. Contrast with David’s half-hearted forgiveness 
of Absalom and the result (2 Sam. 14:23-15:1). 

 a.  God’s love is great in its expression–John 
3.16; Rom 5.8; 8.32.  

b. God’s love is great in its magnitude–John 
3:16 

II.  GOD IS A TEACHING FATHER  

KJV Psalm 25:8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore 
will he teach sinners in the way.  9 The meek will he guide 
in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. 

A.  Note God’s word to Israel, Isa 48:17-19.  
Still true today! 

KJV Isaiah 48:17 Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way 
that thou shouldest go. 

• God teaches us life-skills–Isa 28.23-29.  
The implication is that God provides us with 
the necessary skills and knowledge to live. 

ESV Isaiah 28:26 For he is rightly instructed; his God 
teaches him. 

God teaches via our intellect, His Word, the 
Holy Spirit, teachers (formal and informal), 
and experience (Ref. Providence.) 

Note:  Earthly fathers have a God-given 
responsibility to teach our children–Deut. 6.6-7; 
Eph 6.4.   

  
     B.  Children need to be indoctrinated about spiritual 
matters  

     C.  Children need to be instructed about life issues.   
Prov 1:8, 10, 15; 2:1; 3.1; 4:1; etc.  - all the areas 
covered     

    D.  Children need to be taught by example as well.   
the importance of “being there,”   
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   KJV Psalm 46:1 <To the chief Musician for the sons of 
Korah, A Song upon Alamoth.> God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. 

III. GOD IS A FATHER WHO DISCIPLINES 
A.One reason for so many sociopathic youth today is 
the lack of proper parental discipline (Eph 6:4).  
Contrast Col 3:21    

B.Part of God’s instructions to us with the discipline 
of children.  Note: Pro 13:24; 19:18; 20:30; 22:6, 
15; 23:13-14; 29:15-17   

C.The problem with discipline is not what but when 
and how! 

1.We need to be consistent-   

KJV Numbers 14:18 The LORD is longsuffering, and of 
great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by 
no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation. 

2.We need to be controlled. 

D.Remember, God holds fathers responsible!  1 
Samuel 3: 1-13. 

IV.GOD IS A RIGHTEOUS FATHER 

KJV John 17:25 O righteous Father, the world hath not 
known thee: but I have known thee, and these have 
known that thou hast sent me. 
*  A father can excel in every way–loving, teaching, 
nurturing–yet be a colossal failure if he fails as a spiritual 
leader!  Joshua 24:15! 
Conclusion: 

It takes a man to stand for the Truth! True righteousness 
is available today, in Christ!  Rom 3.21-26.  KJV Matthew 
5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect. 

What a goal!  What a responsibility!  What a blessing! 
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