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Theme:  “The Perfection of Our Eternal State” Part III   
     \Paradise! 
Revelation 21: 22-27; 22:1-5 

• 21:1-8  Uniqueness (1); Undefiled (2); God and Saints together (3;) Old 
experiences removed (4); Experience new things (5-7); Certain Exclusions (8). 

• 21:9-21 Direct creation of God (9-11); Description of the holy city (12-21 – 
beautiful city! 

 
Introduction: 
 
The first half of life consists of the capacity to enjoy without the chance; the last half 
consists of the chance without the capacity. (Mark Twain).  In heaven, not only will 
we have the chance to enjoy its delights but also have the eternal capacity to do so as 
well.  What a life we will have in heaven! 
 
What kind of life will we have in heaven?  Job 23:3 Oh that I knew where I might find 
him! that I might come even to his seat!  What are some of the delights of Heaven? 
 

I. DELIGHTS OF THE NEW CITY 21:22-22:5 
 

A. THE NEW SANCTUARY V22 
Note:  … in antiquity every notable city had at least one central temple. The New 
Jerusalem not only differs in this respect from ancient cities, but also from all Jewish 
speculation about the age to come. Illuminated by the overflowing radiance of the 
presence of the glory of God, the holy city no longer needs a temple (naos).  nao,j 
naos {nah-os'}    Yet paradoxically, it has a temple, for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple (vs. 22).     NIV Bible Commentary, electronic version, quoting Alan Johnson, The Expositor’s 
Bible Commentary, Vol. 12, Frank E. Gaebelein, general editor, Zondervan, 1981, p. 597.  
 

1. We will be in the presence of the Almighty God! 
2. No need for Temple like the OT Tabernacle or Temple 

 
B. THE LIGHT OF THE CITY V23,24 

 
Note:  The word “had” in the phrase “had no need” is a present tense of continual action. 
The implication is that our eternal state will never have need of either because it will be 
always illumined by the unveiled radiance of the glory of God’s personal presence. God’s 
manifested glory will be the source of light. 
 
1 John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  (Ref.  John 1:7-9; 3:19; 8:12; 12:35; 1 
John 1:5; Rom. 13:12; Heb. 1:3). 
 



Colossians 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light:  Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 

Note:  “The great principle which should be determinative and dominating in our 
behavior, goals, priorities and values is that the quality of our future life in the eternal 
city is such that it makes even the best of this life seem as only darkness. What a 
motivation this should be to us to live as sojourners, to persevere through the many trials 
of this life, and to be totally committed to our Lord. Our life in the eternal state will be 
everything this life cannot be. It will be a life untouched by death, unstained by evil, and 
unimpaired by time.” (J. Hampton Keathley, III, Th. M.).  

Note: v24 – heart relationships – one of love! 
 
Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  Matthew 22:38 This is the first and great 
commandment. 
 

C. ACCESS TO THE CITY V25-27 
 

1. Constant and unbroken fellowship with the Lord 
2. Continuous activity in the service of the Lord 

 
Note:  v27 – This is the last of 3 times that the word abomination 
bde,lugma bdelugma {bdel'-oog-mah} 

Meaning:  1) a foul thing, a detestable thing 1a) of idols and things pertaining to idolatry.  
(Ref. 17:4; 5). 
 
Psalm 34:16 The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth. 
 
Jeremiah 17:13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and 
they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the 
LORD, the fountain of living waters. 

Thought: How God provides for his bride!  A paradise awaits the Christian!  “Here 
is paradise regained. What man lost in Genesis is regained by the Lamb. In the Garden of 
Eden there was a river which flowed through the garden and a tree of life. So here in 
paradise regained we see both a river of the waters of life and a tree of life. One thing is 
noticeably different however. Here there is no tree of the knowledge of good and evil for 
here there is no possibility of invasion and rebellion again. God alone will be man’s life 
and his source of the knowledge of good. Man will never again try to become God”. (J. 
Hampton Keathley, III, Th. M.).   



“In the first paradise there were only two persons to behold the beauty and taste the 
pleasures of it, but in this second paradise whole cities and nations shall find abundant 
delight and satisfaction”. (Matthew Henry). 

II.  PROVISIONS FOUND IN HEAVEN V1-3 

A. A LIFE GIVING RIVER  A RIVER OF WATER, OF LIFE V1 

1. Quality of the river “pure” 
2. Character of the river “life” 

Note:  Notice that the river is “clear as crystal.” The word “clear” is the Greek 
lampro,j lampros {lam-pros'}  meaning “bright, shining” and stresses the beauty and 
purity of the river in keeping with the character of God and of the new Jerusalem. The 
water will literally sparkle like beautiful crystal glass.  
 
Ref.  John 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water. 
John 7:39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: 
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 
 

3. Source of the river “throne of God and of the Lamb”  (Ref. Eph. 
1:3-11) 

 
B. THE TREE OF LIFE V2 

 
Note:  The tree of life (Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14) is a reference to Gen. 2:9; 3:22, 24).  The 
phrase also occurs in Prov. 3:18; 11:30; 13:12; 15:4.  It is not possible for a sinful, 
spiritually dead person to eat of the tree of life.  But to one who conquers (overcomes) the 
right is given.  It is specifically promised to all the servants of God in glory (Rev. 22:2). 
(Dictionary of Biblical Imagery). 
 

1. Fruit of the Tree  * Abundant life! 
 
Psalm 1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 
 

2. Leaves of the tree 
 
Note:  “Healing” is the Greek qerapei,a therapeia {ther-ap-i'-ah}  from which we 
get our word therapeutic. It means literally “service, care.” The idea here is health-
giving. Again men will not need to use the leaves medicinally to stay healthy, as they 
have throughout history. Rather they will be used in some way as a memorial of the fact 



that the cross—Christ being cursed on the tree for us—is the means of our eternal health 
(physically and spiritually). 
 

C. THE THRONE OF GOD AND THE ACTIVITY OF THE SAINTS 
V3 

 
1. Serve without sin 
2. Serve in the visible presence of Jesus 

 
Note:  No more “curse” - Absolute blessedness of this city and our eternal state in which 
there is absolutely no trace left of the curse of Adam’s sin, Satan’s rebellion, and our 
failures. 
III.  PERFECT FELLOWSHIP IN HEAVEN V4,5 
 

A. VISIBLE FELLOWSHLIP WITH JESUS “see his face” 
 

Note:  The word “see” points to a real future experience for every believer, no ifs, buts, 
or maybes. Today in time, seeing the Lord through our fellowship with Him in His Word, 
staying occupied with His divine essence and work in our lives through the promises of 
the Word is full of ‘ifs’ because of our own failures. Today, focusing our hearts and 
minds on the Lord is a wonderful potential through eyes of faith and confidence in the 
promises of the Word, but it is still full of the ‘ifs’ of whether or not we will look unto 
Jesus, keep our eyes on Him. But not in eternity. With our service then, there will always 
be the smiling and loving face of the Savior. 

Ref:  1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

B. IDENTIFICATION WITH JESUS v4b 

Note:  “And His name shall be on their foreheads” (cf. 7:3; 14:1; 2:17; 3:12). The name 
on the forehead stands as a seal and proof of ownership and belongingness. It will be our 
identification and guarantee that we are the Lord’s and belong to the eternal city, 
qualified to be there by the work of the Lamb. 

C. LIGHT AND THE ILLUMINATION BY JESUS v5  (21: 11,23,25) 

D.  EXALTATION BY THE GRACE OF JESUS v5b 

 

Note:  Spurgeon notes that the words “They shall see his face” imply five things: 

• Certain salvation 
• Clear knowledge of Him 



• Conscious favor 
• Close fellowship 
• Complete transformation 
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