
SM 11.8.2015              WOODLANDS BIBLE CHURCH 
 
Theme:  “The Perfection of Our Eternal State” Part II  
 
Passage:  Revelation 21: 9-21 
 
Introduction: 
 
A little girl was taking an evening walk with her father.  Wonderingly, she looked up at 
the stars and exclaimed; “Oh, Daddy, if the wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, what 
must the right side be!”    (Charles L. Allen in Home Fires). 
 
What is heaven like?  Think for a moment with me of God’s loving care for His 
people!  Never mind the hardships of this life, rather dwell on the Eternal City 
prepared for his chosen ones.  It is a city so majestic and enduring that the child of 
God, while walking on the streets of gold, reaches out with uplifted hands and sings 
praise to God Almighty!  Hallelujah! 
 
Any attempt to describe the “Holly City” must be guided by the truth of Scripture.  
It is by His truth we are able to look at some special spiritual and physical delights 
of our eternal home. 
 

I. THE CITY OF GOD AND ALL ITS GLORY 9-21 
 

A. DIRECT CREATION OF GOD 9-11 
1. Introduction to the beautiful city   v9 

 
a) An angel speaks  …and talked to me..     (Ref:  Rev. 17:1                                                     

\ a servant of God for whatever purpose He wills 
b) A redeemed church  …the bride, the Lamb’s wife 

 
1) The Lord is making His church (bride) spotless and white (Ref.  Eph. 

5:26,27)). 
2) Marriage is to be permanent and so will be the “New City”.  
3) As a bride is beautiful and gloriously adorned, so will be the new city. 

(Ref.  Rev. 19:7,8). 
 

Note:  A bride is a perfect example of all that is right and beautiful.  She is a symbol 
of purity, hope, purpose, trust, love, beauty, and wholeness in a world marked with 
ugliness….God calls new Jerusalem the bride, the wife of the Lamb, because as, the 
Lord is making his bride, the church, spotless and pure (Eph.5:26,27), so he will 
make beautiful the new Jerusalem, as marriage is permanent, so will be the new 
city, and as a bride is beautiful and gloriously adorned, so will be the new city! 
 
Note:  Though the New Jerusalem will eventually be the home of all the redeemed, it will first 
be the home of the church, the bride of Christ, who will also be on display during the Millennium, 
the marriage feast. Remember, this is the home that He is preparing for us (John 14:2-3). 



 
2. Immeasurable view of the beautiful city v10 

 
a)  Transported by the angel   …and he carried me away…. 

 b)  A precious gift from God to see and live in the eternal City of God! 
 

3. Illumination of the beautiful city v11  -brilliance! 
 

a)   Perfectly reflects and manifests the glory of God 
 
Note:  “glory” - do,xa, {dox'-ah}  hj f glory, splendor, grandeur (in gen. often glorious); 
power, kingdom; praise, honor; pride ( do,xa kai. cara, pride and joy 1 Th 2.20); 
brightness, brilliance; revealed presence of God, God himself; heaven (1 Tm 3.16); 
glorious heavenly being (2 Pe 2.10; Jd 8); … 
 

 b) “Having”  e;cw echo {ekh'-o} A present of a continual state or condition. 
This city will constantly have and manifest the perfection’s of God’s being.   

 
c) Brillance  

 
Note:  “light” the Greek fwsth,r phoster {foce-tare'} “a luminary, a light, that which 
shines.” Here the word is used of a dazzling and brilliant light which is like the light and 
brilliance given off from an exquisite and costly stone. 
 
Note:  “Jasper” iva,spij iaspis {ee'-as-pis} A precious stone of various colours (for 
some are purple, others blue, others green, and others the colour of brass).   Last of the 
gems in the high priest's breastplate (Exo. 28:20), probably the green jasper. In Rev. 
21:19 it is first of New Jerusalem's foundations. It represents watery crystalline 
brightness, symbol of purity: Rev. 21:11, "her light was like unto a stone most precious, 
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal." "He that sat upon the throne (Rev. 4:3) was to 
look upon like a jasper. ... 
 
Revelation 21:23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: 
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
 
Ephesians 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk 
as children of light: 
 
Philippians 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world;          light giver / 
 
Note:  We are to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and by doing so partake of His glory, 
reflecting His light.  We will be in presence for ever and ever!    Romans 13:14 But put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof.   To put on Christ is to possess Christ, to have him in us, and us in him. 



 
B.DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE HOLY CITY V12-21 

 
1. The wall and gates of the city 12-14 

 
a) Majestic wall surrounding the city 
b) Twelve gates (dimensions are not given) 
c) Each gate has “angels” attending  
d) Identification of the gates with the “names of the twelve tribes of…Israel” 

(Ref.  Ezekiel 48: 30-34) millennial Jerusalem 
 

Note:  Notice that the number 12 is very predominant in this city; it has 12 gates named 
after the 12 tribes, 12 angels, 12 foundation stones inscribed with the names of the 12 
apostles, 12 pearls, 12 kinds of fruit, a wall 144 cubits (12x12), and the height, width, 
and length is 12,000 stadia, about 15,000 miles. 

The fact that the gates are named after the 12 tribes of Israel and that the foundation 
stones are inscribed with the names of the 12 apostles of the church should clearly show 
that both Israel (Old Testament saints), and the church will be a part of this city, yet note 
that they still remain distinct groups within the people of God. 

Hebrews 11:10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.       Read:  Ephesians 2: 19-21;  Isaiah 26:4;  Matthew 7:24,25 
 
Note:  “foundations” -  qeme,lioj themelios {them-el'-ee-os} - foundation; 
foundation stone (Re 21.14, 19)   

2. The dimensions of the city v15-17 

a) The angel measured the city, gates and walls (this is a real place!) 
b) It is a gigantic cube   (Ref.  Exodus 26: 31-34; II Chron. 5:7-9) 

The fact that the holy of holies was a cube in shape tempts one to conclude that the 
New Jerusalem will also be cubical (its length and width and height are equal). 

c) The Saints will have eternal Divine protection! V17 

City wall – 144 cubits – (about 216 feet or 76 yards) thick (Ref. Ezekiel 40:5; 42:20).  

Note:  “reed” - ka,lamoj kalamos {kal'-am-os}  reed, cane; measuring rod (Re 11.1; 21.15f); 
pen (3 Jn 13). 

Note:  “foursquare” - tetra,gwnoj tetragonos {tet-rag'-o-nos} in a square.   
 



Note:  “twelve thousand furlongs” - sta,dion stadion {stad'-ee-on} a space or 
distance of about 600 feet (185 m)  about 1500 miles! 
 
“Never, of course, was there ever a city like this!  If it were to be superimposed upon the 
United States, its area would cover all the way from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, and 
from the Atlantic Ocean to Colorado.” (Henry Morris). 

3. The construction material of the city v18-21 
 

a) No shadows will be cast! 
 
“Though an angel stand between you and the throne, he can cast no shadow on you” 
(Anon.). 

b. The light of God is shining through the city! 
c. The Saint of God will have everything with Jesus as his eternal 

companion 

Note:  “Every kind of precious stones” (vs. 19). This serves to stress the absolute and 
infinite beauty of this city. “garnished”, “to adorn, be well arranged.” “Jasper” is 
primarily green, “sapphire” blue, “chalcedony” green, “emerald” green, “sardonyx” 
brown and white, “sardius” red, “chrysolyte” yellow, “beryl” green, “togas” yellow, 
“chrysoprasus” (or chrysophrase) apple green, “jacinth” blue, “amethyst” purple, 
“pearls” white. 

d. Our inheritance is beyond our comprehension 
e. Imperishable and undefiled! 

 
1 Peter 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you,  1 Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 
Note:  “Most of these stones were also in the high priest’s breastplate (Exodus 28: 17-
20).  All were highly prized in the ancient Middle East.  Some of these stones adorned the 
anointed cherub (Lucifer) before his fall (Ezek. 28:13-14). 
 
Note:  “pearl” - margari,thj margarites {mar-gar-ee'-tace}  - (a pearl-oyster) 
 
The foundations of the New Jerusalem are (Rev 21:19,20): 
1 iaspis  2 sappheiros  3 chalkedon  4 smaragdos 
5 sardonux  6 sardion  7 chrusolithos  8 berullos 
9 topazion  10 chrusoprasos 11 huakinthos  12 amethustos   
 
Only 4 of the latter stones are mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament, also in the 
Book of Revelation, namely: iaspis (4:3; 21:18), smaragdos (4:3), sardion (4:3) and 
huakinthos (9:17). 
 



Meditation verse:  1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. 
 
 
 
Next week – We will look at some spiritual and physical delights of our eternal 
home! 

 
 


