
Friday, October 20, 2017

Responses to Truth (Luke 8:4-15) 

Differing responses to the Gospel


Introduction:  Today we are going to look at a parable Jesus told about 4 different 
types of soils that represent 4 different responses people have to God’s Word.


A good question to keep in mind as you look at your spiritual career, which soil best 
describes you? Today I’d like for you to assess you “career of response” to God’s 
Word. 


In the farming world, plants that are planted do not grow up over night and bear fruit 
the next day. We’re looking at a slowly developing crop of your heart in relation to 
God’s Word working in your life. 


Let’s read our text, pray, and then explain.


Transition: Jesus explains 4 differing responses to the Truth


1. The response of rejection (road)


• some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air 
devoured it.


• Never has a chance


2. The response of brevity (rock)


• some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no 
moisture.


• Can’t handle pressure and is a short-lived faith.


3. The response of distraction (thorns and thistles)


• some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it.


• Fights against life’s worries, riches, and pleasures, and a life where spiritual issues 
are not a priority.


4. The response of a disciple (good soil)


• some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.


• Represents a good and true heart that hears the message, retains it, and has the 
patience to hold fast to it. 
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Faith looks like clinging to God’s Word and holding on to Jesus no matter what 
happens in life. The disciples were faced with large crowds leaving Jesus. Jesus 
looked at His disciples and asked if they would also leave and they responded, “where 
else will we go? You alone have the words of eternal life” 


	 The writer of Hebrews commands, “Since then we have a great high priest 
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16)


	 There are many obstacles to faith but Jesus calls His disciples to a crucial 
response of faith and obedience to His Word.


There is a change in the audience between (v.8) and (v.9)


	 (V.8) Jesus is speaking in a parable to a “great crowd” with “people from town 
after town”


	 (v.9) Jesus is approached alone by His disciples and asked a question.


The disciples might not have under stand all the facets of what Jesus was saying but 
they did at least know He was talking about something more than farming. This 
explains Jesus response in (v.10). “To you it has been granted to know the secrets 
of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables...”


This is exactly what the Apostle Paul was explaining in 1 Corinthians 2:12-3:9.


Spiritual person—believer


Natural person—unbeliever


Then you have the 2 categories of believers: mature and immature


If you understand God’s Word then you have received a great grace from God.


	 To some people, only the most bizarre or seemingly contradictory things stick 
out when it comes to the Bible because they do not understand. 


	 To those that believe, the Bible is, “the word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, 
of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
(Hebrews 4:12)
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(V.10) Reveals the character of God.


	 God is gracious. “It has been given to you”


	 God is wise. “The secrets” (mysterious) making a divine revelation clear


	 God is merciful. “But to others”


	 God is Just. “Seeing they might not see and hearing they might not 
understand” 


	 	 God deals with obstinate people by restricting them from hearing more 
truth because they would suffer greater punishment for rejecting more truth. The 
greater the light revealed, the greater severity of God’s wrath unsaved will suffer.


	 This is a quote from Isaiah 6:9 that Jesus inserts here. Remember, “Jesus came 
unto His own and His own did not receive Him but as many as received Him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God. Even to them that believe on His 
name.”


God dealt with an obstinate people in Isaiah’s day just like Jesus is dealing with people 
that showed signs of obstinacy in His day.


	 Point: Parables were a form of judgment. A revelation concealed that prevented 
further judgement.


After Jesus finished with the “large crowd”, His disciples approached Him and 
enquired to know what Jesus was talking about. 


Transition: Let’s look at the 4 descriptions of each response to truth: The first 
description is that of the road soil (response of rejection)


A. (V.12) The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have 
heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that 
they may not believe and be saved.


Example: 


• Judas Iscariot the one that betrayed Jesus


• Agrippa


Transition: The second description is the rocky soil (response of brevity)
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B. (V.13) And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive 

it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing 
fall away. 


Example:


• The people that Jesus healed, fed, and ministered to that followed for a 
time but left him.


Explanation: The word “fall away” Jesus uses to describe the 2nd soil is pretty telling. 
Elsewhere when the NT describes people “falling away” it’s never a good thing nor true 
of authentic believers. 


Hebrews 6:4-6–“For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 
5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to 
come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since 
they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him 
up to contempt.”


Regardless of the reason for the “falling away” this is an action that is never reversed 
as used here in Hebrews. The fact remains that the person was never saved in the first 
place.


2 Peter 2:19-21– “They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of 
corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, 
after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and 
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it 
would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness 
than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to 
them.”


Peter is speaking about False Teachers that never were saved in the first place. They 
certainly played the part to get into a position of authority among the assembly but 
after time, they left.


1 John 2:18-19–“Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist 
is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the 
last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been 
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of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become 
plain that they all are not of us.”


Again, False converts that appeared ‘Christian’ crept in the church. Their true colors 
shown and they no longer identified as Christ-followers and so they left the apostolic 
band.


Transition: Jesus describes the road soil, rocky soil, now the thorns and thistles 
(response of distraction)


C. (V.14) And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as 
they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of 
life, and their fruit does not mature.


Example:


• Demas—He forsook Paul because he loved the present world.


Transition: The last description is that good soil (response of a disciple)


D. (V.15) As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it 
fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 


Example:


• John Mark—Kin to Barnabas that left the ministry but came back and was 
profitable to Paul.


Explanation: Jesus gives instruction to how His followers respond to truth. (5 
instructions)


1. They Hear the Word


• Daily intake of the word is necessary for growth to take place.


2. They Hold fast to the Word


• Retention of the Word is also necessary. This can take the form of notes or 
memorization.


3. They Honestly deal with sin revealed by the Word


• They use God’s Word as a mirror to reveal imperfections


4. They focus on the Heart being transformed by the Word


• Changed progressively from glory unto glory
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5. They Harbor a determination to practice the Word


• Put off/put on


• Live a life of heeding and living God’s Word


Authentic disciples over a period of their life will take these instructions and respond to 
God’s Word positively.


One of the main questions surrounding this parable is “Which of the 4 soils were 
saved?”


The 1st soil is definitely not while the 4th soil definitely is saved.


The questions swirl around the 2nd and 3rd soil. 


The parable is deliberately ambiguous as to which of the 2 soils are saved. 


	 Jesus does not offer comfort to those who identify with the 2nd and 3rd soils. 


Faith that appears a short time is not faith, since genuine faith never lets go of Jesus 
(cf. John 15:1-6; Col. 1:21-23; 2 John 9)


A love for this present world is an identifying mark of those that reject God. 
Passionately pursuing righteousness is incompatible with a pursuit of this temporal 
world. 


Application: Which soil best represents your “career of faith”? 


• The road?


• The rocky?


• Thorns and thistles?


• Good soil?


When you hear God’s Word, how do you typically respond? Jesus only gives comfort 
to those who respond in humility to His Word and patiently bear the fruit of 
righteousness.


Next Week: We will look at the seriousness of God’s Word, our response to it, and who 
Jesus feels most comfortable with.


Let’s stand for prayer. 


�6


