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Theme:  “Committed to The Cross” 

\The Triumphal Entry 
   
Passage:  Luke 19: 28-44 

Introduction: 

“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not ravel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

I shall be telling this with a sigh  
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference.” 
(Robert Frost) 

“Palm Sunday” commemorates what has been 
termed “the triumphal entry” when the adoring 
throngs waved palm branches as Jesus passed by 
on the dusty road into Jerusalem. Sent by the Lord to 
borrow a donkey’s colt, the disciples mounted the 
Lord on the colt, in fulfillment of KJV Zechariah 9:9 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, 

and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 
upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

Many waiting in the adorning crowd of people new 
that Jesus had performed a number of spectacular 
miracles, which caused further fueled their messianic 
enthusiasm.  Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46, 
accompanied by another unnamed blind man 
(Matthew 20:30), were given their sight in Jericho 
(Luke 18: 35-43).  The raising of Lazarus from the 
grave was so spectacular that the news of such a 
miracle quickly spread throughout Jerusalem.  The 
result of this miracle was even greater popularity for 
our Lord, with some believing in Him, and others 
seeking to kill Lazarus in their unbelief! 

Jesus arrives at the point of going down the Mount of 
Olives.  (v37).  It was here the multitude of disciples 
began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice…  

The Mount of Olives is a hill outside of Jerusalem, 
which Luke tells us elsewhere is a “Sabbath day’s 
journey” from Jerusalem (Acts 1:12).  It is a place of 
great significance.  It was on this Mount the king 
David wept, along with his faithful followers, as he 
fled from Jerusalem and from his son, Absolom (II 
Samuel 15:30).  According to Zechariah 14:4, The 
Messiah was to appear on the Mont of Olives, which 
would be split in half, forming a great valley.  During 
His last week, Jesus spent His nights on the Mount 
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of Olives (Luke 21:37).  It seems also to be from the 
Mount of Olives that Jesus ascended by into heaven. 
(Acts 1:12). 

This event of Jesus entering the city of Jerusalem 
was so significant that had the people kept still as 
some demanded, the rocks would have cried out.  
But when Jesus beheld Jerusalem He began to cry, 
(v41).  The word for “wept,” klaivw , denoted “to 
weep or wail, with the emphasis on the noise 
accompanying it.” But Jesus’ sorrow was not for 
Himself.  It was for “the city of peace.” He understood 
that the joyful reception was miracle-driven rather than 
faith-driven. Jesus wept because Jerusalem “did not 
recognize the time of [God’s] visitation,”.  The word 
translated “visitation” (v44), in this context refers to 
God’s “gracious intervention in earthly affairs”. It 
was “gracious” because God could have left 
mankind to reap the awful and eternal wages of our 
sin in complete justice. 

David recognized God’s grace in his intervention into 
the lives of men in ESV Psalm 8:4 what is man that you 
are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for 
him? 

 The entry of Christ into Jerusalem was the 
culmination of God’s “gracious intervention” through 
his Son.  The road He traveled would indeed confirm 
His deity and His eternal love for mankind.  “Greater 

love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.”  John 15:13.   
The road Jesus traveled,  the one leading to the 
cross,  reveals a least four areas of truth which is of 
great importance. 

I.  IT WAS A ROAD OF DESTINY  Luke 1: 67-79 

     A. The incarnation of Christ made the redemption 
of God’s people possible (v68). 

     B.  Mankind was spiritually doomed because of 
our relationship to Adam. We are sinners by nature 
and thus sinners by act–we sin because we are 
sinners. 

KJV Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned:   
KJV Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life. 

     C.  The cost of our sin is eternal death.  
  

KJV Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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KJV Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death.  15 And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire. 

     D.  But Christ came as the “last Adam” so that we 
might become part of God’s family instead.  

NAS Romans 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam 
until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the 
likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him 
who was to come. 

KJV 1 Corinthians 15:45 And so it is written, The first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit. 

     E. Because of the virgin birth, Jesus was not in 
the line of Adam; because he was the Son of God, his 
life had infinite value.  

KJV 1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.  (Ref:   Romans  5:19 
Revelation  20:6; John 1:29). 

II.  IT WAS A ROAD OF DEVOTION  Luke 7: 11-23 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred and asked, “Who is this?”  The crowds 

answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth 
in Galilee” (Matthew 21: 10-11). 

In the gospel of Luke we see that Jesus was praised 
for His miracles.  NAS Luke 19:37 And as He was now 
approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the 
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God 
joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they 
had seen, 

     A. The term “miracle” is greatly misused today, 
often being confused with God providential 
intervention in our lives. 

     B. Miracles were never commonplace in Scripture 
but occurred when God “visited” his people.  

Thought:  Exodus 3:16. The Exodus, the time of 
Elijah and Elisha, the time of Daniel, and the time of 
Christ and the Apostles were such periods of God’s 
visitation. 

     C. After four centuries of silence, God again 
visited his people, as evidenced by the ministry of 
Christ. The dead were raised, lepers were cleansed, 
and most significantly, the blind were given sight and 
the deaf were made to hear! . John 9:32-33 in context. 

     D. This was clear evidence that Jesus was the 
Messiah! Yet, the Jews argued, denied, blasphemed, 
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and attempted to “cover up” this manifest 
“visitation” from God! (Ref. Mark 6:2-6; Acts 2:22. 

III.  A ROAD OF DISCOVERY  Luke 19:41-44 

     A. What should have been an occasion for 
rejoicing became a time of weeping because of 
Israel’s rejection of their King!  “You” or “your” 
occurs 16 times in these verses! 

     B. This “visit” would culminate in God’s judgment! 
Ref. Exodus 34:6-7. Consider how the stones did cry 
out in A.D. 70! 

     C. Those that reject God’s gracious mercy will 
most certainly face his wrath–Romans 11:21-22. True 
of nations as well! 

IV.  A ROAD OF DELIVERANCE 

KJV Acts 15:13 And after they had held their peace, James 
answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me:  
KJV Acts 15:14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his 
name. 

     A. Not all who hears the Gospel proclaimed come 
to Christ but God “visits” to “take out . . . a people 
for his name.”  

     B. God opens our hearts, regenerating us, 
enabling us to 
believe. 

     C. We should live in such a way that others will 
not miss God’s gracious visit!  

KJV 1 Peter 2:12 Having your conversation honest among 
the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall 
behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

     D. Don’t be like Israel and fail to recognize God’s 
visit! The stones will again cry out one day! 
Revelation 6:12-17.   

Conclusion:   

Jesus wept because they misunderstood what would 
bring real and lasting peace! KJV Romans 5:1 Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access 
by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.  Peace would not come by 
way of the sword, rather through the love and 
sacrifice of Savior! 
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He wept because He knew what lay ahead for this 
wayward, wrong-thinking nation.  The rejection of 
Jesus as Messiah meant the destruction of 
Jerusalem, at the hand of the Roman soldiers!  
Christian, live for Christ.  And may the unbeliever 
believe on Christ.   
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