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SM 3.27.2016  Woodlands Bible Church 
 
Theme:  “The Risen Life” 
 
Passage:  Matthew 28:1-8    
 
Introduction:   
 
Some years ago a popular English novelist wrote 
a book called When It Was Dark. The story 
centers about the efforts of a wealthy unbeliever 
to discredit Christianity. He endeavors to do this 
by attempting to discredit the Resurrection. In that 
respect his logic is sound, for if the Resurrection 
can be discredited Christianity is overthrown. This 
man hired unprincipled archaeologists to fake a 
discovery of the body of Jesus in the 
neighborhood of Jerusalem. On the tomb was an 
inscription testifying that the owner of this 
sepulcher stole the body of Jesus and hid it there. 
The novel then goes on to describe the ultimate 
effect of such a discovery, if accepted as truth, 
upon the Christian world, upon the Christian 
Church, and upon civilization in general. In 
powerful passages he shows how, gradually, the 
Christian Church crumbles and collapses; how 
men and women go back to lust, cruelty, and 
animalism; and how the flame of hope dies out in 
every human heart. 
 

Had the body of Christ ever been found, or a 
grave in which it could be proved that his body 
had been placed, other than that of Joseph of 
Arimathea, the Church would indeed disappear 
and the sun of human hope would set in the 
darkness of an ever-ending life. But thanks be to 
God, now is Christ risen from the dead! On that 
empty tomb is the epitaph written by the angels, 
the epitaph that ends all other epitaphs—"He is 
risen; he is not here: behold the place where 
they laid him!" (Matthew 28:6). 

The attention we give Christ’s resurrection is a reflection 
of the tremendous power of God’s creative word that 
someday will call to life the bodies of all who are in their 
graves!  He will also bring back every person drowned at 
sea, cremated, or destroyed in some other way. 

It was Sunday, March 30th, 1991, during the time Patricia 
was recovering in a local hospital in the state of New 
Jersey that the resurrection became more real and 
personal to me than anytime before.  

What was to be a routine procedure at the local clinic, in 
preparation to have a non-malignant tumor removed was 
anything but routine.  Dye infused in her blood stream, in 
order to make sure there was no blockages prior to her 
operation, caused anaphylactic shock; acute allergic 
reaction in her body.  This in turn caused her to go into a 
coma and being quickly rushed to the hospital.  I was 
called and I met the ambulance as they were taking her 
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into the ER.  For the next eight hours as the doctors 
worked on her with me by her side, I can truly say she 
was in a life and death situation!  But to His glory, God 
raised her up and brought her back to me! 

I personally can’t think of anything more relevant than the 
issue of life, especially life after death!  Our passage of 
Scripture illustrates for us the importance of life; life 
through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ!  His 
resurrection from the dead was an undeniable 
experience.   

The Apostle Paul writes to the Christians of Rome, ESV 

Romans 6:5 For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.  The certainty is this; our Savior 
Jesus Christ died for our sins; He was buried; He rose 
again the third day.  Therefore, the apostle Paul who 
experienced God’s saving grace on the Damascus road 
leading to Syria proclaimed, ESV Galatians 2:20 I have 
been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 
 
Burial is the seal and certificate of death.  Christ’s 
interment in the rock-hewn sepulcher gave conclusive 
evidence of the reality of His death.  His enemies said, 
“That is the end of another deception,” while His friends 
said, “We trusted that it had been he who should have 
redeemed Israel.”  The phrase “buried with Christ” shows 

the absoluteness of our death with Him, as a person who 
passes away is said to be dead and buried.  Ref. 
Romans 6:4-14.   
 
We have stood at the grave-side where the body of some 
loved one has been laid at rest; we focus in silence as we 
watch the body being lowered into the ground.  We take 
our last look and with a tear stained face we turn and 
slowly walk away.  Our only hope now is in believing in 
the power of the resurrection.  Holding more tightly the 
Words of our Lord, KJV John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I 
am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live:  26 And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this?  He has given us assurance of 
unquenchable hope with His resurrection! 
 
In our Lord Jesus Christ you may live and do abundantly!  
“The Risen Life”! 
 
I.  A RISEN LIFE MARKED BY PERPETUITY 
 
ESV Romans 6:10 For the death he died he died to sin, 
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. v6, so you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 
     “There should be no relapses into the realm of death.  
Sin is the tomb of the soul, and if we have risen, let us be 
sure we do not return to it.  There must be no periodic 
visits to the sepulcher; we must die unto sin once for all 
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and as Jesus never returned to the sepulcher after He 
left it, so let us resolve in the power of the Holy Spirit 
never to return; so that it may be said of us with regard to 
the old associations, habits, and indulgences, as it was 
said of our Lord, “He is not here, he is risen.” (John G. 
Mantle). 
 
A.  THE GOSPEL IS THE HEART OF OUR FAITH             
I Corinthians 15: 1-4 
 \ bedrock message! – the fundamental principle on 
which our faith is based! 
 
first of all…v3 speaks of the resurrection Jesus Christ, of 
first importance.  Without it, the gospel would be 
incomplete and our faith would be “worthless” v17. 
 
          1.  The Gospel is our message, not social justice, 
political themes, or even patriotism. 
 
          2.  The Gospel is the basis for our salvation. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18, For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved [Present tense] it is the power of God. 
 
           3.  The reality of our salvation is continuance in 
belief in the Gospel. 
 
          4.  The Gospel is the basis for our spiritual stability.  
…wherein ye stand….v1   Remove the Gospel and our 
faith will collapse! 

	  
Leon Morris, “If people profess to believe the gospel, but 
have not given due consideration to what that implies and 
what it demands, they do not really trust Christ. Their 
belief is groundless and empty. They lack saving faith.” 
 
B.  THE GOSPEL WAS NOT THE INVENTION OF MAN 
BUT A REVELATION FROM GOD  I Corinthians 15:3,4 
	  
KJV Galatians 1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 
 
12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1.  Death of Christ according to the Scriptures Isaiah 
53. 
 
          2.  Died for our sins – His death was vicarious 
 
Romans 5.8, “But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us;” Ref.  2 Corinthians  5:21. 
 
 
Christ’s burial is affirmation of the reality of his death. 
A woman wrote J. Vernon McGee, “Our preacher said 
that on Easter Jesus just swooned on the cross and that 
the disciples nursed him back to health. What do you 
think?”  McGee replied, “Dear Sister, beat your preacher 
with a leather whip for thirty-nine heavy strokes. Nail him 
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to a cross. Hang him in the sun for six hours. Run a 
spear through his heart . . . Put him in an airless tomb for 
three days. Then see what happens.” 
 
          3. “Rose” v4;  affirming the permanence of the 
Resurrection as well as God has the agent raising Christ. 
Ref. v15. 
 
C.  THE GOSPEL WAS UNDENIABLE  I Corinthians 
15: 5-11. 
 
     1.  Appearances of Jesus after his resurrection – 
defined as becoming visible or noticeable….. 
	  
KJV Acts 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after 
his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God: 
 
KJV Acts 13:31 And he was seen many days of them 
which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who 
are his witnesses unto the people. 
 
          2. The appearances in these verses are given in 
chronological order, with Paul being the last to see the 
Lord in his glorified body. 
 
          3. The Lord appeared first to Peter. Ref. Luke 
24:34, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to 
Simon!”. 
 

          4. Then the Lord appeared to “the Twelve,” a title 
describing the original apostles. 
 
          5. At one point, Jesus was seen by over 500 
brethren, most of whom 
were still living 
 
          6.  Jesus appeared to James, his half-brother, who 
who would become a leader in the church as well as the 
author of the Book of James. 
 
          7.   Then, all the apostles saw the Lord, at his 
ascension. 
 
II.  A RISEN LIFE IS MARKED BY ACTIVITY 
 
     A.  MAKE GOD’S INTERESTS YOUR OWN 
 
          1.  Devoted to promoting Christ in your life in order 
for others to be drawn to Him. 
 
 2.  Devoted to advancing the cause of Christ in a 
world where the only hope is salvation in Him. 
 
 3.  Devoted to living a spiritual life laying aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us,  
Hebrews 12:1. 
 

B.  MAKE NO ROOM FOR SAYING NO TO THE 
LEADING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
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KJV Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: 
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live.  14 For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
 
     C.  MAKE SURE YOUR LIFE IS A SPIRITUAL LIFE 
 
The churches of Corinth accused The Apostle Paul of an 
unaccountable change in behavior!  He denied that 
charge on the ground that he was a spiritual Christian. 
ESV 2 Corinthians 1:17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to 
do this? Do I make my plans according to the flesh, ready 
to say "Yes, yes" and "No, no" at the same time?   v18 As 
surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been 
Yes and No. 
 
III.  A RISEN LIFE IS MARKED (Characterized) BY 
NEWNESS 
 
     A.  AN EXCEPTIONAL FRESHNESS 
      
KJV 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. 
 
     B.  AN UNSPEAKABLY ENERGIZING FREEDOM 
AND JOY! 
 

ESV Romans 5:11 More than that, we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation. 
 
KJV Romans 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
If you lay imprisoned in some great fortress, and 
one who loved you went forth to try to rescue you, 
and fell and died fighting, you would cherish the 
memory of your friend's valiant effort on your 
behalf, but you would still remain in chains, 
undelivered. So it would have been with those 
whom Christ came to save if He had not risen; 
those for whom He gave His life would have been 
undelivered. But Christ has conquered death and 
holds in His hands the keys of the grave.—Dr. J. 
R. Miller. 
   
Jesus Christ, and He only, is the key that unlocks the 
door of everlasting life to a place called heaven.  He 
offers an unchanging life of eternal forgiveness! It is He 
who forgives our sin – Come to the risen Savior and live 
a Risen Life! 
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