
Thursday, August 3, 2017

Directions for Evangelistic Discipleship (pt1)

Luke 6:27-36 

There is no commandment of Jesus which has caused so much discussion and debate 
as the commandment to love our enemies. Before we can obey it we must discover 
what it means. 

In Greek there are three words for ‘to love’. 

1. There is eran, which describes passionate love, the love between the sexes. 

2. There is philein, which describes our love for our nearest and dearest, the warm 
affection of the heart. 

• Neither of these two words is used here; the word used here is agapan, which 
needs a whole paragraph to translate it.

3. Agapan describes an active feeling of benevolence towards other people; it means 
that no matter what others do to us we will never allow ourselves to desire anything 
but their highest good; and we will deliberately go out of our way to be good and 
kind to them. 

• We can see to it that, no matter what others do to us, even if they insult, ill-treat 
and injure us, we will seek nothing but their highest good.

We speak of falling in love; it is something which happens to us. But this love towards 
our enemies is not only something of the heart; it is something of the will. It is 
something which by the grace of Christ we may will ourselves to do. 

It will not be feel natural but God’s children will naturally mimic there Father and carry 
out the type of love that He shows the world.

Christianity isn't just about not doing bad things but doing good things that represent a 
kind and merciful Heavenly Father.

By the way, much of this material is paralleled in Matt 5:38–48.

Having completed the parallelism of the beatitudes and the woes, Luke now turned his 
attention back to the last beatitude, which speaks of the times “when men hate you … 
because of the Son of Man” (6:22). 

Jesus is giving directions for already disciples, “But I say to you who hear…”
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Look at how Luke breaks this down for us:

• 6:27–28—four commands concerning love of one’s enemies (Keep an eternal 
perspective)

1. “Love your enemies”

2. “Do good to those who hate you” (Why do they hate you?)

3. “Bless those who curse you” (Why do they curse you?)

4. “Pray for those who abuse you” (Why do they abuse you?)

1 Corinthians 4:12
and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, 
we endure; 
Romans 12:19–20
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” 
1 Peter 3:9
Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you 
were called, that you may obtain a blessing.

Jesus gives 4 ways on how to love our enemies:

I. Avoid retaliation (v.29a)
II. Keep an eternal perspective (v. 29b)
III. Hold your possessions loosely (v.30a)
IV. Love others like yourself (v.31)

I. Avoid Retaliation (v.29a)

6:27–28—four commands concerning love of one’s enemies (Keep an eternal 
perspective)

• 6:29–30—four examples (Hold your possessions loosely)

1. “to one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also.” (V.29a) (Trust 
God’s protection/Avoid retaliation)

• “Cheek” (σιαγόνα). Lit., the jaw. The cheek is παρειά. The blow intended is not, 
therefore, a mere slap, but a heavy blow; an act of violence rather than of 
contempt.
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Disclaimer: This command, for Luke, did not mean that Christians were prohibited from 
defending themselves by legal means against non-Christians.

1. Paul before Magistrate in Philippi (Acts 16:37–39)

2. Paul before the Roman Tribune (Acts 22:25–29)

3. Paul before Festus (Acts 25:10–11)

The command of Jesus applies to being attacked “on account of the Son of Man” (v.22) 
This does not apply to your responsibility of protecting yourself and your family. Jesus 
told the disciples to take up swords in (Luke 22:36) but told them not to be violent in 
(Matthew 26:52). 

(Someone that uses violent, forceful, or underhanded methods against other people 
should expect the same to happen to them…what goes around comes around 
especially violence begets violence)

Not only are we to avoid retaliation, we are to keep an eternal perspective.

I. Keep an eternal perspective (v. 29b)

1. “if someone takes your cloak, offer your tunic” (v.29b) (Trust God’s 
provision/ Don’t hold things so tightly)

• Coat, cloak (χιτῶνα, ἱμάτιον). The coat was the shirt-like under-garment or 
tunic; the cloak was the mantle, or ampler over-garment, which served as a 
covering for the night, and therefore was forbidden by the Levitical law to be 
retained in pledge over night (Exod. 22:26, 27). To yield up this without 
resistance therefore implies a higher degree of concession.

• Exodus 22:25-27— “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, 
you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from 
him. 26 If ever you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him 
before the sun goes down, 27 for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for 
his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am 
compassionate.

The parallel in Matthew envisioned a legal situation in which the believer is sued for his 
inner garment (the tunic) and also gives up the outer garment (the cloak), which was 
exempt from legal suits because it was a basic essential for life (Exod 22:26–27). 

Luke in contrast envisioned a situation in which a thief takes the outer garment (the 
cloak) and is also given the inner garment (the tunic). 
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The reader is urged to give up his or her possessions in such instances as willingly as 
Peter (Luke 5:11) and Levi (5:28) did.

Argument: You might say but if I give my ‘tunic’ then I'm in a life threatening situation. 
Look what Paul said as he was on hi journey towards death. 

Acts 20:22–25 (ESV)
“And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what 
will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that 
imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value 
nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, 
behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the 
kingdom will see my face again.”

Philippians 1:20–21 (ESV)
20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with 
full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Colossians 3:1–4 (ESV)

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory 

Transition: We are to avoid retaliation, keep an eternal perspective, and now, Jesus 
says to love your enemies by Holding your possessions loosely (v.30a)

I. Hold your possessions loosely (v.30)

• Jesus said, “Sell all that you have and give to the poor”…don't let ‘things’ have a 
grip on you

• Remember the Great reversal because everything you see will fade. You can’t take 
things with you but you can build relationships that will matter 

Give to everyone who begs from you” (v30a)
It is best to understand this as an overstatement for effect, for we do find an exception 
in other NT examples (cf. 2 Thessalonians 3:6–15 (ESV)

Warning Against Idleness
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6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 

keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the 
tradition that you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 
us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread 
without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not 
be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give 
you in ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we would 
give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear 
that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12 Now such 
persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly 
and to earn their own living. 

13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 If anyone does not obey 
what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, that 
he may be ashamed. 15 Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

Augustine remarks, “ give to every one that asks, but not everything he asks.” (V. 30)

You have a biblical mandate to provide for your family, if you give everything away, you 
will not be able to provide. (Reference Ephesians 5:25-33)

2. “if someone steals from you, don’t demand your goods back”

It went out into the ministry but might come back on furlough!!!

Transition: Jesus says to avoid retaliation, keep an eternal perspective, hold your 
possessions loosely, and finally, Love others like yourself (v.31)

I. Love others like yourself (v.31)

• This here is a summary

• “As you wish other would do to you, do so to them.” (V.31)

• 6:32–34—three further examples of the commands

•  “Love”—to have a warm regard for and interest in another, cherish, have affection 
for, love. This is a sentiment based on judgment and calculation, which selects its 
object for a reason.

• The very sinners love their lovers!!!

1. Reciprocal love is practiced among unbelievers (v.32)

2. Reciprocal benevolence is practiced among unbelievers (v.33)
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3. Reciprocal borrowing is practiced among unbelievers (v.34)

Luke 6:27–36 (ESV)
27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love 

those who love them.

28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For 

even sinners do the same.

29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes 
away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 

34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.

30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do 
not demand them back. 

35a But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return,

31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 
35 band you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

• 6:35a—three commands concerning love of enemies

1. “Love your enemies”

2. “Do good to them”

3. “Lend to them expecting nothing in return.”

• 6:35b—a divine promise

• “Your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the most High.” (V.35b)
Like the beatitudes, this whole section (6:27–36) is addressed to believers who already 
have God as their Father, as the next verse clearly states (cf. also 11:2, 13; 12:30, 32). 

Therefore the verb “will be” should not be understood as “will become” but rather “will 
show yourselves to be.”

• 6:35c-36—a concluding summary. 
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• “for God is kind to the ungrateful and evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is 

merciful.”

• Romans 2:4 says, “Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you 
to repentance?”

• Psalm 103:8-14 says, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his 
anger forever. 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 
according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is 
from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 13 As a father 
shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who 
fear him. 14 For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.”

• Matthews’ account of Jesus’ sermon says, “so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45, ESV).

• God continually pours out common grace to His enemies. The atheist farmer 
gets the rain the same as the godly farmer.

Point: If you act this way toward people that hate you, you will be showing the world 
that you belong to God. This is the way God acts toward people that hate him.

John 3:16—“For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son so that whoever 
believes on Him will not perish but have eternal life”

Jesus gives 4 ways on how to love our enemies:

I. Avoid retaliation (v.29a)
II. Keep an eternal perspective (v. 29b)
III. Hold your possessions loosely (v.30)
IV. Love others like yourself (v.31)

Application:

1. Trust God’s plan

2. Trust God’s protection

3. Trust God’s provision
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