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SM 2 28 2016   WOODLANDS BIBLE CHURCH 
 
Title of Series: “In Defense of the Truth” 
   \ II Corinthians 
 
Theme:   “Competency of a Servant”         #5 
 
Passage:  II Corinthians 3:1-6 
 

• Last Week:  “The Aroma of a Christian”  #4 
o The Nature of the Christian’s Aroma 2:14 
o The Consequences of the Christian’s Aroma 

2:15, 16b 
o The Significance of the Christian’s Aroma 2:16c, 

17 
 
Introduction: 

Words matter and words influence those who are 
listening!  In order to uncover the processes that destroy 
unions, marital researchers study couples over the 
course of years, and even decades, and retrace the star-
crossed steps of those who have split up back to their 
wedding day. What they are discovering is unsettling. 
None of the factors one would guess might predict a 
couple's durability actually does: not how in love a 
newlywed couple say they are; how much affection they 
exchange; how much they fight or what they fight about. 
In fact, couples who will endure and those who won't look 
remarkably similar in the early days.  

Yet when psychologists Cliff Notarius of Catholic 
University and Howard Markman of the University of 
Denver studied newlyweds over the first decade of 
marriage, they found a very subtle but telling difference at 
the beginning of the relationships. Among couples who 
would ultimately stay together, 5 out of every 100 
comments made about each other were putdowns. 
Among couples who would later split, 10 of every 100 
comments were insults. That gap magnified over the 
following decade, until couples heading downhill were 
flinging five times as many cruel and invalidating 
comments at each other as happy couples. "Hostile 
putdowns act as cancerous cells that, if unchecked, 
erode the relationship over time," says Notarius, who with 
Markman co-authored the new book We Can Work It 
Out. "In the end, relentless unremitting negativity takes 
control and the couple can't get through a week without 
major blowups."  U.S. News & World Report, February 21, 1994, 
Page 67. 

Paul’s apostolic credibility had been called into question.  
Relentless assault with the false use of words by those 
termed “super-apostles”.  2 Corinthians 11:5 and 12:11, 
ESV. These interlopers, whom he describes in 2:17 as 
those “peddling the word of God,” may need letters of 
commendation but his ministerial credentials should have 
been obvious to the church there.  They simply involved 
themselves in a place, situation where they were 
uninvited in order to counter Paul’s truthful teaching with 
their falsehood.  They used lying words to undermine 
Paul’s teaching.   
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His ministry was being undermined, brought under 
question. However, most legitimate recommendations for 
ministry are cited by Paul in these verses.  The sincerity 
and competency of a servant of Jesus Christ may be 
seen for all the world to witness! 
 
I.  AUTHENTICITY ILLUSTRATED BY CHANGED 
LIVESV1-3 
 
     A. Paul’s résumé would no doubt list the saints in 
Corinth as evidence of the legitimacy of his ministry. 
“You” is emphatic; Ref. “you yourselves are our letter of 
commendation.” 
           
           1. You had firsthand experience with my life! 
 
 2.  You have had a life changing experience 
through my teaching, preaching of the Gospel! 
 
 3.  Christ has done something to you! 
 
     B. They were “written” on Paul’s heart. Despite their 
evident lack of love for him, they were at the very center 
of his thinking and concern, for everyone to “read.”  David 
Garland, “This metaphor expresses his love for the 
community while providing unequivocal proof of his 
legitimacy at the same time.” They were “love letters!” 
Ref. 2 Corinthians 5:13-15. 
 
 1.  You are what matters to me! 

 2.  The impact I have had on your life is what is 
important to me! 
 
     C. The Corinthians were also “newsletters,” known 
and read by all around them. The change in the lives of 
the saints there, though flawed, was striking testimony to 
the power of the Gospel. Read Acts 18:5-11. Ref. also 1 
Corinthians 1:4-9. 
 
 1.  You are an effective witness to my ministry! 
 
 2.  You are the visible evidence of God at work in 
you that others will say…what is this? What is going on! 
 
     D. The Corinthians were Christ’s letters, through the 
ministry of Paul.  
 
          1. Kent Hughes, quoting Calvin, “[Paul] says it was 
ministered by himself, likening himself, as it were, to the 
ink and the pen . . . he makes Christ the Author and 
himself the instrument.” 
 
          2. They were Christ’s doing, not Paul’s. 
 
     E. They were “living letters,” products of the Spirit 
rather than the Law. The allusion is to the Law, which 
was unable to change hearts, in contrast to the work of 
the Holy Spirit which changes hearts forever! Cf. 
Jeremiah 31:31-34. Homer Kent, Jr., “The new covenant 
mediated by Christ through the Spirit produced an inward 
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change whereby God’s Word was actually implanted in 
believers, not just externally imposed.” 
 
II.  CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S CALL V4-6a 
 

• We are told in today’s world that confidence has to 
come from yourself – find yourself – the power to 
achieve and to be a successful individual…..not 
so!         It comes from God! 

 
Colossians 1:25 of which I became a minister according 
to the stewardship from God that was given to me for 
you, to make the word of God fully known, 
 
     A. “Trust” v4, is translated “confidence” by other 
English translations.  Paul’s confidence in the results of 
his ministry in Corinth was based not in his ability but in 
divine enablement through Christ. 
 
Thought:  I don’t need to come out defending myself for 
my own sake.  I am not trying to prove anything to me.  I 
am not try to convince myself…. 
 
     B. This is Paul’s answer to his lament in 2:16. His 
sufficiency was from God, not from himself. Homer Kent, 
Jr., “Whatever . . . sufficiency he and his companions 
possessed was not the product of their own ability . . . 
Adequacy for the task had come from God.” 
 
     C. Paul was simply a minister [diakonos, a servant] of 
the new covenant.     He never vacillated about his call! 

 
     D. Whom God calls, he enables. Philippians 4:13, “I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
 
 1.  Resoluteness!  Courage! 
 
 2.  Makes for an effective ministry! 
 
 3.  For Paul any alternatives were out of the 
question!   
 
John McCarther,  “…confidence didn’t rest on their 
personal talent, or their personal ability.  It wasn’t self-
confidence.  Self-confidence is arrogance.  It was a 
strong and unwavering belief in the reality that they were 
called and gifted.” 
 
     E. When a Christian is confident of God’s call on his 
life, he can minister with confidence in spite of 
circumstances.    Dependence on the power of God V5 
 
III.  A LIFE-CHANGING MESSAGE V6b 
 
     A. This is only one of two mentions of the new 
covenant by name in Paul’s epistles, the first being 
simply a statement about the cup at the Lord’s table        
(1 Corinthians 11:25). 
 
     B. And it is only the 5th reference to the new covenant 
in the N.T., the first three being the occasion when the 
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Lord’s supper was instituted, as recorded in the synoptic 
Gospels (Matthew 26:28; Mark 14:24; and Luke 22:20). 
 
     C. The other four references to the new covenant by 
name are in Hebrews, regarding its superiority to the old 
covenant. 
 
     D. “The letter” versus “the Spirit” does not refer to 
literal versus spiritual interpretation! Rather, it refers to 
the “letter” of the Law,  its written precepts, in contrast to 
the liberty we have “in the Spirit.” Note 3:17. 
 
     E. The old covenant, represented by the Law, “kills” 
because it reveals our sin, the wages of which is death, 
but has no power to remove that sin. The Law is mirror 
not a washcloth! [DeHaan] 
 
          1. Note Acts 13:39, “and by Him everyone who 
believes is justified from all things from which you could 
not be justified by the law of Moses.” 
 
          2. Read Galatians 3:10-14. 
 
     F. The Gospel is the only life-giving message for 
mankind! It instills confidence in those who proclaim it for 
it brings life to the dead! It can turn the “Corinthianized” 
into saints! 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
Educational qualifications for ministry are important; 
previous experience in ministry is important; good 
references are important. But the best credentials for a 
minister are changed lives that spring from confidence in 
God’s empowering call and the faithful proclamation of 
the life-giving message of the New Covenant. May these 
be our credentials. 
 
 
 


