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SM 2-7-2016  WOODLANDS BIBLE CHURCH 
 
Title of Series: “In Defense of the Truth” 
   II Corinthians 
 
Theme:   “Proud Confidence”    #2 
 
Passage:  II Corinthians 1: 12-14 
 

• Last Week:  “Blessings from an Unexpected Source”  #1 
o Suffering enables us to comfort others v3-7 
o Suffering builds our trust in the Lord v8-10 
o Suffering produces prayer and gratitude v11 

 
Introduction:  
 
During this political season the different candidates 
from both parties are seeking endorsements from 
known and influential persons.  Likewise, as a true 
believer in Jesus Christ, you understand the 
importance of an endorsement.  Our activities in this 
world, particularly our dealings with others have to 
be without question and sincere before God!  Our 
conduct must not be marked by any worldly wisdom, 
but by the grace of God! 
 
II Corinthians was written in part to defend the 
integrity of Paul’s ministry against a determined 
group of detractors, who attempted to paint him as 
weak and vacillating, in light of the postponement of 
his announced visit to Corinth. In 1:12-2:13, he 

explains the necessity of his change in plans and to 
assure the church his motives were sincere. Verses 
12-14 state the letter’s theme, which will be dealt with 
in detail as the epistle unfolds.  He writes and says, 
“You have understood me, and realize that you can 
be as honestly proud of us as we shall be of you on 
the day of the Lord Jesus”. 
 
These verses are bracketed with two related nouns, 
“boasting” and “boast” (v12, 14). There are more 
references to “boasting” in this letter than in all the 
other writings of Paul combined. But “boasting” is 
often seen in a bad light in Scripture. We have 
nothing about which we can boast in and of 
ourselves—1 Corinthians  1:26-29.  Nor should we 
boast about “men,” 1 Corinthians 3.21, “Let no one 
boast in men.” As Paul makes plain in 2 Corinthians 
10:17, “He who boasts is to boast in the Lord,” 
quoting Jeremiah 9:23-24.  The NASB translates 
these “proud confidence” and “reason to be proud”.  
Paul’s confidence was not in himself, but in the 
ministry which the Lord had entrusted to him.  
 
From the previous verses from this chapter, suffering 
in various degrees comes to all of us, but because of 
suffering we can and must comfort others who are 
also in need of encouragement.  We learn to trust the 
Lord, pray more effectively and show gratitude 
toward our loving Savior! 
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Paul has suffered from false accusations, character 
assassination, persecution, physical afflictions, and 
much worse!  He had some dark, dark hours in his 
life. 
 
In spite of the accusations by his opponents and the 
distrust of some in the church in Corinth, Paul had 
ministered in good conscience and was hopeful that 
the believers there would one day see the truth. 

If you've knelt beside the rubble of an aching broken 
heart 
When the things you gave your life to fell apart 
You're not the first to be acquainted with sorrow, grief or 
pain 
But the master promised sunshine after rain 

Chours 
Hold on my child joy comes in the morning 
Weeping only last for the night 
Hold on my child Joy comes in the morning 
The darkest hour means dawn is just in sight…(Bill 
Gaither).  

Paul’s proud confidence was based on two things: 
 
I.  THE TESTIMONY OF HIS CONSCIENCE V12 
 \ the soul as distinguishing between what is 
morally good and bad, prompting to do the former and 
shun the latter, commending one, condemning the 
other… 

 
     A. The conscience is not always a reliable guide 
and it can even be “seared” to the point that it is not 
felt (1 Timothy 4:2). Ref. Paul’s conscience prior to 
his conversion—Acts 23:1, “Then Paul, looking 
earnestly at the council, said, ‘Men and brethren, I 
have lived in all good conscience before God until 
this day.’” 
 
     B. But Paul’s conscience “testified” that he and 
his companions conducted themselves with integrity 
before the world (kosmos) while in Corinth. The 
“world” did not color his ministry. 
 
          1. “Simplicity,” - “purity of motive; integrity.”  
 
….mental honesty 1a) the virtue of one who is free from 
pretence and hypocrisy 2) not self seeking, openness of 
heart manifesting itself by generousity  
  
          2. They worked as “tent-makers” so as to not 
be charged with taking money for their ministry (Acts 
18:3). Note: 2 Corinthians 11:9-10; 12:13. 
 
     C. Paul’s conscience further “testified” that he 
and his companions conducted themselves with 
“godly sincerity.” “Sincerity” - literally, “judged by 
sunlight. \Divine grace! 
 
     D. Paul’s conscience also “testified” how he and 
his companions did not conduct themselves—with 
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fleshly wisdom. His ministry was not performed 
according to what fallen human nature dictated. 
Compare with many of today’s ministries!  Not 
fleshly motivation. 
 
          1. In contrast, Paul ministered “by the grace of 
God.” 1 Corinthians 15:10, “But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in 
vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet 
not I [ his flesh], but the grace of God which was with 
me.” 
 
          2. Paul’s ministry seemed like a failure to 
“fleshly wisdom.” He was not polished and 
handsome in appearance and he was working as a 
tentmaker, hardly credentials that proud culture 
expected. 
 
David Garland, “While Paul claimed that his suffering 
deepened his solidarity with Christ and authenticated 
further his message, most in the ancient world would 
have assumed exactly the opposite. Such suffering 
would have refuted his claims. Most assumed that 
the philosopher’s responsibility was to teach others 
the way to the good life and to exemplify it.” 
 
          3. The church in Corinth reflected the character 
of the city. Ref: 1 Corinthians.  
 

David Garland, “He looked too much like a loser—
battered, bruised, and sick—to close a companion to 
death for their comfort.” 
 
          4. Note that his ministry was performed “more 
abundantly,” (12c). - “especially toward you.”, 
“supremely so toward you.” (ESV).  Paul went out of 
his way to minister for the benefit of these 
Corinthians. 
 
     E. Integrity, sincerity, and “applied grace” in 
contrast to the works of the flesh should be the 
hallmarks of a “good conscience ministry.”  
Singleness of purpose and motivation-a Godly focus!  
No hidden agenda 
 
Thought:  Our lifestyle will be a constant reminder as 
to our genuine godliness, setting us apart from the 
world and the flesh, but rather characterized by 
Divine Grace. 
 
II. THE CONFIDENCE OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY 
PRODUCING FULL UNDERSTANDING IN GOD’S 
PEOPLE V13-14 
 
     A. “Trust” - to expect, to hope for.” Not just a 
desire. 
 
     B. What Paul was writing had no hidden agenda or 
meaning, as some had asserted (v13a). 
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     C. His hope was that, as the Corinthians matured 
spiritually, they would finally have a better 
understanding of his words. 
 
          1. They did have some understanding but they 
needed a more complete grasp of them. 
 
          2. “To the end”(v13b), does not speak of time 
but of goal,  “in part,” - “I hope you will fully 
understand.” (ESV). 
 
     D. This understanding of the content and goal of 
Paul’s ministry among them would lead to a mutual 
appreciation;  “a reason to be proud,” when the Lord 
returns. 
 
Conclusion: 
Society is built on what 1 John 2:16 calls “the 
boastful pride of life,”  But as a Christian’s 
understanding of the Bible increases, he 
understands what others have noted in the past,  “If 
one boasts in human achievement, then it is sinful. If 
one boasts (or glories) in what God has done, 
then it is good.” Our confidence is not in the flesh 
but rather in the manifestation of the grace of God 
through us and through the teaching of God’s word. 
That is good reason to boast!  (David Garland). 
 


