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SM 4 10 2016         WOODLANDS BIBLE CHURCH 
 
THEME:  “Living for Eternity ”   #9 
  
Passage:  II Corinthians 4:16 - 5:1-10 
 
     Last Week:  “Distinguishing Who You Are”  

• The Resilience of Saintly Vessels 4:4-9 
• The Purpose of Saintly Vessels 4: 10-12 
• The Confidence of Saintly Vessels 4:13-15 

 
Introduction: 
 
Judged by appearances, Paul could have been 
discouraged. His life as a Christian had been difficult, 
despite his labor and sacrifice. The Corinthians, who 
should have loved and respected him as the 
hardworking, unselfish founding pastor of their church, 
instead had been influenced by a group of people who 
fancied themselves “super-apostles,” superior to Paul.  
 
In today’s speech, he was seen as a “loser” by 
comparison.  But Paul was not discouraged (4:1, 16). He 
saw life from a different perspective.  His life was one of 
focus!  As a result of such concentrated interest or 
activity, he not only mirrored strong faith in the Lord and 
with the work of his ministry, but defined his path leading 
to an eternal home! 
 
Because Paul focused more on the unseen eternal than 
on the visible present, he never “lost heart” (4:16-18). He 

was convinced that his future was “as bright as the 
promises of God,” as someone has put it.  If we really 
believe God’s word, we, like Paul, should be living 
each day preparing for eternity.  
 
Questions need to be asked now in order for you to 
better understand the comments to follow.  What is your 
perspective, attitude on life? Do you believe that God is 
using day-to-day events to develop your “inner man?” Or 
is your attention primarily on your decaying clay jar 
“vessel”?  Do you see your afflictions in life as part of the 
process of producing an eternal weight of glory that is 
indescribable?  On what are you focused on tomorrow, 
next week, next year, or on eternity, when you will stand 
before the Lord? 
 
I.  WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND GOD’S PURPOSE   
V1-5 
 
     A. Note v5, “Now He who prepared us for this very 
purpose is God.” Verses 1-4 describe what God’s 
purpose is, in regard to our future. (NASB). 
 
     B. This same purpose is declared in Romans 8:28-
30; conformity to the image of God’s Son! Note: 1 John 
3:2,  “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what 
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when 
he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see 
him as he is.” (ESV).  Philippians  3:20-21, “For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait 
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 



 2 

our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 
body, according to the working by which He is able even 
to subdue all things to Himself.” 
 
     C. For this to happen, we must first “change clothes,” 
v3!  Ref. the metaphors Paul uses to describe this. 
 
          1. “Clothed,” - to “put on over.”  
 
          2. The “striking” of our “earthly house, this tent,” 
v1.  “the earthly tent which is our house.” (NAS). 
 
          3. This “clothing” is “a house not made with hands,” 
v1;  not of this creation.” Ref. Hebrews 9:11, “Christ 
came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation.” There is no earthly 
comparison! 
 
          4. It’s a house, not a tent; permanent rather than 
Temporary; an eternal existence in heaven, v1, 2b. 
“Habitation,” or place of dwelling; our abode! Where we 
belong!  We are “native” to heaven! 
 
     D. Understanding this, Paul “groaned” for its 
fulfillment, v3-4.  Ref.  Romans 8:18-23. 
 
          1. He anticipated the day when his fragile mortality 
would be “swallowed up,” - to drink down; enveloped!  
 

          2. He had no desire to be a “ghost!” Contrast with 
the Gnostic and Greek philosophies of the day. 
 
     E. The presence of the Holy Spirit who indwells  
believers is God’s “earnest,” or “promise” of our future 
state, v5. 
 
II.  WE NEED TO BE CONFIDENT ABOUT OUR REAL 
“HOME” V6-8 
 
     A. “to be of good courage.” frames these verses. Paul 
twice declares that he is always “confident,” regarding his 
future, in spite of the decaying of his mortal flesh (4:16). 
 
     B. Two words, “confident”, are used to contrast what 
life is now for believers in contrast to what it will in the 
future. Both are from the same root word, “the people [of 
a place].” Ref. democracy. 
 
          1. First one v6 means “to be at home,” with “your 
people.”  
 
          2. Second one v8   means “to be away from 
home,”  away from “your people.” 
 
          3.  1 Peter 2:11,   “Beloved, I urge you as 
sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul.” “Exiles,” 
“aliens,” This world is not our home! 
 
1 Peter 1:17,   “And if you call on him as Father who 
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judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 
exile. 
 
     C. When we are “at home” in the body, we are away 
home from the Lord! Paul longed to be absent from the 
body and at home with the Lord! 
 
     D. To have this kind of confidence, we must walk by 
faith rather than being swayed by how things appear, v7. 
 
III.  WE NEED TO HAVE THE RIGHT AMBITION V9-10 
 
     A. Our “aim,” our “ambition,” NASB, our “goal” (NIV) in 
life should be to be “well-pleasing” to our Lord, whether 
we are “present” (“at home with him”) or “absent” (“away 
from him”). 
 
     B. Verse 10 explains why this is so–each of us will 
one day be judged by the Lord for our service! 
 
    C. A “judgment seat,” bçma, was where an official set 
to adjudicate legal and criminal issues and used for 
orations on occasion.  It was a raised platform, often 
furnished with a seat. 
 
          1. It was where Jesus appeared before Pilate  
Matthew 27:19. 
 
          2. It was where Paul appeared before Gallio (Acts 
18), and where he appeared before Festus (Acts 25). 

 
          3. But a bçma was also used for judges of athletic 
contests’ Corinth had such a “judgment seat.” We will not 
be judged for our sins but for our works. Judges awarded 
victors with “crowns,” stephanos.  Cf. 1 Corinthians 
9:25, “everyone who competes for the prize is temperate 
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, 
but we for an imperishable crown.” 
 
     J. Hampton Keathley, III, “While bema is used in the 
gospels and Acts of the raised platform where a Roman 
magistrate or ruler sat to make decisions and pass 
sentence . . . its use . . . by Paul . . . is more in keeping 
with its original used among the Greeks. 
 
This word is taken from Isthmian games where the 
contestants would compete for the prize under careful 
scrutiny of judges who would make sure that every rule of 
the contest was obeyed. The victor of a given event was 
led . . . to the platform called the Bema. There a laurel 
wreath [stephanos, a crown] was placed on his head, a 
symbol of victory.”  Homer Kent, quoting Samuel L. Hoyt, 
“The judge the bçma bestowed rewards to the victors. He 
did not whip the losers.” 
 
          4. “bad” v10c suggest it is not kakos, evil, but 
rather phaulos, “worthless,” “of no use.” Ref. Romans 
14:10-12 and esp. 1 Corinthians 3:12-15.    
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Conclusion 
 
David Garland, “The human mortality rate remains steady 
at 100%.”  Unless the Lord returns first, everyone in this 
room will die. The real issue is not avoiding death but 
rather living for what lies beyond death.   
 
Believers are in a race, but not with others–only with 
ourselves. Our goal is to please the Lord and we should 
live accordingly if we are to prepare for the future. 
Because we will live eternally, we should be living for 
eternity! Remember, we’re not home yet. 


