
Sunday January 8, 2017
“Fruit Revealed to Faithful Servants”
The Gospels fit together in perfect harmony. 
Luke-a sacrifice & Savior of the World. A child of a woman yet He is God and Man.

It shows that He is the one who is qualified to be the Savior of the world. 

What has happened up to this point in the book of Luke? 
Its an account of Christ to a noble man by the name of Theophilus

We have seen several things happen that went against the grain of Science and of man’s thinking in general.  

1. We see zacharias a priest.
a. One of his two weeks of priestly duties gets chosen by Lot to offer incense 
b. While he was at the alter an angel appears. 500 years since we see an angel
c. He is told that his wife will bear a child. He doubts and cant speak for 9 months
d. Elizabeth becomes pregnant

We are told that John will be great in the sight of The Lord! and will be a forerunner of Christ! 

2. Mary is visited by an angel 6 months after zacharias
a. you will bear a son, she is told all He will be and all He will do! 

Next we see Mary immediately go to Judea and tell her cousin Elizabeth. They rejoice together and John the Baptist 
(in Elizabeth’s womb) jumps for joy at the announcement. 

Mary exalts The LORD! as she sees and trusts this miracle that has happened. 

Elizabeth Gives Birth to John 57-66

Zacharias prophesies of John’s Ministry 67- 80. 

Jesus is born- The Angles tell the shepherds…

Luke 2:21-40

1. A Young Couple’s Obedience vs 21-24

We see 3 different rituals in this passage.
a. circumcision (A token of the Covenant that God made with Abraham) 
       we saw the same thing after John the Baptist was born. 
b. A ceremony of the purification of Mary
c. the presentation of Jesus 

Why would this young couple have to follow these rules? 

They were being obedient to Jewish Law. 
-Jesus was born into a sinful fallen world even though he was perfect. 

Why did Jesus have to be subject to these things? 
 
Hebrews 2:17-18

vs 21 
eight days ~ This was in account to God’s Commandment.  Gen 17:21, Lev 12:1-3

They called Him Jesus as was told to them by the Angel. 



Matthew 1:21 - she will bear a son and you shall call His name Jesus for He will save His people from their sins. 

The Hebrew “Jeshua” means “The Lord is Salvation”

V 22- Because this was Mary’s firstborn son, they went to the temple for 2 reasons.  

The first was for the purification of the mother- A woman who bore a son was ceremonially unclean for 40 days. Lev 
12:2-5  They were to offer up a sacrifice. 

The second purpose was for the redemption of the first born because the first born
of both humans and animals belonged to God (Exodus 13:11-15). 

After this, she was to offer a Yearling lamb or pigeon Lev 12:6 If poor she could offer a pigeon 12:8

Mary’s offering indicates they were poor. 
We see the poverty that the Lord entered the world into. 

There has been nothing that the normal man would see here as “glamorous” 

In this point we see obedience of a couple. (remember they were only 14-15 years old)

2. A Righteous Servant’s Faithfulness vs 25-35

While they were in the temple, they encounter 2 specific people. The first being Simeon. 

verse 25 
What do we for sure know of this man Simeon? 

Scripture tells us very little other than this: 
a. Righteous - He was a believer
b. Devout- 
c. Looking for the consolation of Israel- He was looking for the Messiah.

He was a faithful member of the remnant of Israel. - He was a believer. 

Verse 26 - 
He was searching  in his lifetime for what was foretold in the Old Testament. 

He was given a revelation from the Holy Spirit that he would someday see the Messiah before his death. 

With so many OT Prophesies about the Messiah, only a few realized the significance of His birth. 

Luke 3:15- There were many that were looking to see the Messiah, but few recognized Him. 

Most of them, including Simeon were given special revelation or an angelic message regarding this. This was to make 
the fulfillment of the OT Prophesies clear.  

Verse 27 
He was directed by the Holy Spirit to the temple. 

Mary and Joseph both went to the temple to register Jesus in the church-book among the first born. 

We see here the Holy Spirit has orchestrated all of these events right from the beginning of the whole story. 

Verse 28 



Simeon immediately recognized this child as being the Messiah! He took him up in his arms and immediately blessed 
God! 

This is similar to the point of our salvation once we came to the realization of who Christ is! 

I can imagine that he took this child and held Him close. 

Immediately he praises God! 
Verse 29

Simeon was ready to die at this very moment because he sees God’s salvation. 

Verse 30

He says that my eyes have seen your salvation, not the messiah…

Every day Simeon was waiting to see this prophesy fulfilled. 

HIS FAITH REMAINED FIRM. GOD REWARDS FAITH!!! 

He waited to the end, he saw salvation and never gave up. He knew what was next was better than what he had 
presently. 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE BEEN A FAITHFUL SERVANT FOR CHRIST IN THIS LIFE! 

We see often once a person is saved they are praising and telling others about what they have just done. 

Over time, we sometimes see this excitement and joy diminish. Why is this? We should be continually growing and 
proclaiming this truth which we have in us! 

Verse 31-32
Salvation is for all all people, not just one nation.  Salvation is worldwide for those who put their faith in Christ. 

1. A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES.
Again, the Gentiles were those sitting in darkness with the shadow of death. Upon them the mercy and the light will 
shine.

2. The glory of Your people Israel. 

These are the same two groups that Zacharias sang of.

Verse 33
They were amazed at these things in which they had said. 

Verse 34
Simeon just showed them positive reasons they had to rejoice and now he tells more, the sad truth.  

The fall - 1 peter 2:8. To those who reject Christ, He will be a stumbling block
Isiah 8:14,15. He will be a sanctuary to some and yet a snare to others. 

He would divide people… 

The rise - Eph 2:6 - Those who receive Him, they will be lifted up. 

***There will not be another group. Either rise or fall. There is not any middle ground. 



For a sign to be opposed- Christ’s presence on Earth proved a tremendous rebuke to sin and unholiness, then brought 
out bitter animosity of men against Christ. 

This is no different than what we see even today.  John 3:19 Men love darkness… 

The world loves it’s sin! They don’t want Christ, they would love to see Christ and everything associated with Him to 
be pulled. 

Even the Church has trouble calling sin, sin. 

Verse 35- Undoubtedly, Simeon was predicting the grief that would overwhelm Mary’s heart when she first watched 
the rejection of her son rejected by the leaders of Israel 
and eventually watches her son’s crucifixion from the foot of His cross as the blood poured down. 

John- 19:25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

“to the end that many hearts would be revealed”- The rejection of the messiah would reveal the appalling truth about 
the apostate state of Israel. 

We see in this point the faithfulness of a righteous man who spent his life looking for the Messiah. 

3. A Lifelong Devotion  vs 36-38

The second person that they encounter is Anna. 
Verse 36

Anna was like Simeon. a member of the faithful remnant of Israel who was waiting for the arrival of the Messiah. 

She spoke God’s Word. 

Verse 37

There is some speculation as to her age here, but the matter of fact is that she was elderly, approx. around 105 years 
old.

She never left the temple. She served day and night with fasting and prayers. 

It could be said here that she was praying for the advent of Christ and for the nation of Israel. 

Verse 38 

At that very moment.

I am sure she saw or heard Simeon proclaiming who this Child that he was thanking God for. 

She continued to give thanks and speak of Him  to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Conclusion
What do we see here that we can draw from this? How may this be applicable to me? 

We see the obedience of a young couple to the things of God, We see a righteous servant’s faithfulness
We see a lifelong devotion by a woman

Memorize!! Galatians 6:9
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.


