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SM 1 3 2016 WOODLANDS BIBLE CHURCH 
 
Theme:  “Having Confidence that Continues ”   
   
Passage:  Romans 15:  1-14 (Text v14) 
 
   Romans 15: 1-13 

• By maintaining the right focus v1,2 
• By following the right example v3,4 
• By recognizing the source of our enablement v5a 
• By having the right goal v5b-12 
• By abounding in hope as a fruit of our faith v12 

 
Introduction: 

The supreme test of goodness is not in the greater but in the 
smaller incidents of our character and practice; not what we 
are when standing in the searchlight of public scrutiny, but 
when we reach the firelight flicker of our homes; not what we 
are when some clarion-call rings through the air, summoning 
us to fight for life and liberty, but our attitude when we are 
called to sentry-duty in the grey morning, when the watch-
fire is burning low. It is impossible to be our best at the 
supreme moment if character is corroded and eaten into by 
daily inconsistency, unfaithfulness, and besetting sin. F.B. 
Meyer in Our Daily Walk.  

Paul opened his letter to the Romans expressing his 
gratitude for the witness of the believers in Rome, as well as 
a brief explanation regarding why he had not been able to 
visit them as yet—Romans 1:8-15. As he concludes his 

letter he speaks again as to why he has not visited as well as 
of his intention to do so when God permitted (15:1-22). 
 
This morning I want to focus on the reason for his 
confidence that the recipients of this letter will understand 
his situation—the quality of their Christian character. As 
Leon Morris notes, Romans “is not a letter for people who do 
not take their faith seriously or are not prepared to think 
deeply about it.” He notes that in Romans, unlike some of 
Paul’s other epistles to churches (Corinth, Colossae, and 
Galatia, for example), “there are no rebukes for the 
recipients, no indication of a deficient understanding or 
practice of the Christian way.” 
 
Paul’s confidence in these believers is evidenced by two 
things.  “Confident” is the first word in the Greek sentence 
for emphasis and is in a form expressing a continuing state 
of assurance. In addition, “I myself” is emphatic, indicating 
his personal conviction about their faith. 
 
Paul gave three reasons for his confidence in these whom he 
warmly addresses as “my brethren,” qualities that should 
describe any Christian worthy of the name. 
 
I.  THEY WERE FULL OF GOODNESS 
 
     A.   No one is “good,” in and of themselves, considering 
the radical depravity of mankind.  Ref.  Mark 10:18-19; 
Romans 3:10-12. 
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     B.  Yet, Paul describes these Romans as being “full of 
goodness,” using the Present Active form (of “are”), a 
continuing state. 
 
“full”   mesto,j mestos {mes-tos'} Meaning:  1) full 1a) in 
reference to persons, whose minds are as it were filled with 
thoughts and emotions, either good or bad  
 
     C.  Their goodness was a manifestation of the Spirit-
controlled Christian life–Gal. 5:22, 23, “the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Christians who are 
not good are not Spirit-filled. 
 
     D.  “Goodness,” agathosune, speaks of “moral 
excellence.” In Eph. 5 it is contrasted (v3-9) with the “deeds 
of darkness.” 
 
avgaqwsu,nh agathosune {ag-ath-o-soo'-nay} Meaning:  1) 
uprightness of heart and life, goodness, kindness  
 
     E.  The word for “full,” mestos, is the same word used to 
describe the sponge filled with sour wine offered to Jesus on 
the cross.  
 
          1.  A Christian’s life should be so filled with goodness 
that like a saturated sponge, it should “ooze out” under 
pressure! 
 

2. Consider the incongruity (unsuitable) of a nasty, 
hateful “Christian.” 

 
II.  THEY WERE FILLED WITH ALL KNOWLEDGE 
 
     A.  A different word for “filled” is used here, a verb, 
plhro,w pleroo {play-ro'-o}  
 “full, complete.”  “complete in knowledge.” The Present 
Active form of the verb again is indicative of a continuing 
state.  
 
     B.  Paul is not suggesting these believers were omniscient 
but rather not lacking in spiritual knowledge—not all-
knowing but knowledgeable.  Leon Morris notes, “Paul is 
not referring to knowledge in general, but with the genuine 
comprehension of Christian teaching which is allied with a 
deep concern to do what is good.” 
 

C. Consider the opportunities of these 1st Century 
believers in contrast to our opportunities! There is 
no excuse for believers today to be lacking in 
knowledge of the faith! Such knowledge would go a 
long way to restoring biblical unity!  Note:  the 
“weak.”  

 
III.  THEY WERE ABLE TO ADMONISH ONE 
ANOTHER 
 
     A.  “Able” is the Present Participial form of the verb  
du,namai dunamai {doo'-nam-ahee}, speaking of ability, 
power to do something; an ongoing reality.  
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     B.  This virtue, John MacArthur notes is “a product of 
the first two.”  When a Christian is full of goodness and is 
filled with spiritual truth, he is able to instruct, admonish, 
and warn others, biblically. 
 
     C.  “Admonish” is from the verb nouqete,w noutheteo 
{noo-thet-eh'-o} from which we get “nouthetic” counseling. 
It means “to place in the mind” and speaks of warning as 
well as instruction. 
 
          1.  Leon Morris: “it has . . . the idea of ‘admonish’ 
with the thought of correcting what is amiss.” 
 
          2.  “Admonish” is defined: “to indicate duties or 
obligations; to express warning or disapproval to especially 
in a gentle, earnest manner; to give friendly earnest advice 
or encouragement to.”   
 
     D.  Note the reciprocal nature of this counsel–“one 
another.” One mark of a Christian full of goodness and 
filled with knowledge is the ability and the humility to 
receive counsel as well as to give it. 
 
     E.  Very little biblical counseling of believers is done by 
other believers today. Most of us are more willing to talk 
about someone rather than to someone. 
 

F. But if we are full of goodness we will make sure the 
“beam” is out of our own eye first; and if we are 
filled with biblical knowledge, we will be able to 
counsel others effectively.   (Ref.  Matthew 7: 3-5). 

Conclusion: 
 

How would someone describe you as a Christian? Each 
Christian in this room could be described as Paul described 
these Roman believers.  Goodness is a manifestation of the 
fruit of the Spirit, who indwells us all.  Ref.  Gal. 5:25, “If 
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”  If we will 
take the time and make the effort, we too can be “filled 
with all knowledge.” And we can each be an effective 
counselor of other believers to help them grow spiritually if 
we are willing to receive counsel as well. May we be 
Christians worthy of the name!   
 
May 2016 be a year of continued confidence in Christ and 
what He is doing in your life and in the lives of others! 
 


