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Theme:  “The Call for Change”   
 
Passage:  I Corinthians 3: 18-23 
 
Introduction: 

“Openness is essentially the willingness to grow, …. eagerly 
standing on tip-toe for a better view of what tomorrow 
brings. A man once bought a new radio, brought it home, 
placed it on the refrigerator, plugged it in, turned it to 
WSM in Nashville (home of the Grand Ole Opry), and then 
pulled all the knobs off! He had already tuned in all he ever 
wanted or expected to hear….(he believed)  "what has been 
will still be." Stay open to newness. Stay open to change”. 
Grady Nutt, in Homemade, July, 1990.  

The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthian church 
emphasizes they are all engaged in the same great cause. 
Yet, when “unity” (Psalm 133:1) of the body of Christ 
should be present for everyone to see; divisions in the 
church were hindering the testimony of Christ from being 
magnified before the unsaved! 
 
The existing divisions had been made on the basis of 
personalities.  Paul will leave no doubt that leaders are 
merely servants.  They are not to be lead astray by leaders 
with their own agenda, or perhaps false teachers, instilling 
harmful doctrine because of their eloquent persuasion! (II 
Cor. 11:13).  The “pride” they held in their heart was 

misplaced, elevating leaders instead of Christ.  It was 
apparent they were more submissive to different leaders, 
rather that Christ.   
 
Paul says, the things of God are foolish to the world, and 
the things of the world are foolish to God.  The flesh is 
being promoted, leaving humility of spirit in a state of 
captivity, neglecting God’s revealed wisdom through His 
Word and through His Spirit. 
 
In verses 18-23 we come to what you might say, “the 
bottom line”.  You must change!  This is not about me, he 
says, but it’s all about you!   
 
A challenge is presented by using the action verb “Let” 
(v18, 21; 4:1).  logi,zomai logizomai {log-id'-zom-ahee}  
Meaning:  1) to reckon, count, compute, calculate, count over 
1a) to take into account, to make an account of 1a1) metaph. 
to pass to one's account, to impute… 
 
Some of the Corinthians were deceiving themselves about 
being “worldly wise.” Such thinking had led to the division, 
heresy, and immorality that marred the church. 
 
The bottom line is this, the apostle calls for a change in 
their thinking so that they could be truly wise. In a time 
when “the wisdom of this age” is so valued, we need to 
consider three things essential to true wisdom. 
 
I.  TO BE WISE WE MUST BECOME FOOLS V18-20 
 



     A. Forsake worldly wisdom and embrace what the world 
regards as folly.  You are self-deceived. 
 

• We must become foolish by embracing the 
simplistic and “foolish” truths of the gospel, of 
doctrine and of Christ crucified. 

 
KJV Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me.  25 For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 
 26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul? 
 
     B. “Become”  is Aorist tense, suggesting a one-time act 
rather than a daily decision— a lifestyle determination. 
 
     C. There is a difference between knowledge and wisdom 
and between intelligence and wisdom. Christianity is 
neither anti-knowledge nor anti-intellect. It opposes the 
world’s wisdom. 
 
John MacArthur, “The human wisdom that is foolish is in 
the area of spiritual truth. Paul is not talking about such 
things as business, mathematics, science, or mechanics.” 
 
          1. Wisdom is the ability to discern, to formulate 
beliefs and insights based on what we think we know. 
 

          2. If a person’s knowledge is faulty, incomplete or 
skewed, his wisdom will also be flawed.  Ref: 1:20-21.  
 
KJV Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.         
  
     D. Paul reiterates the fact that the world’s wisdom is 
foolishness to God, v19, which he illustrates with two O.T. 
passages. 
 
          1. God uses man’s worldly “wisdom” to accomplish  
true wisdom, to accomplish His purposes, v19b. This is a 
quotation from Job 5:13.   
 
NAS Job 5:13 "He captures the wise by their own shrewdness 
And the advice of the cunning is quickly thwarted. 
 
Eliphaz, a “friend”, was not wrong in what he said about 
God; he was wrong in how he applied this truth to Job. He  
was accusing Job of being “crafty,” and as so explained 
Job’s sufferings as divine judgment for sin. 
 
Eliphaz, along with his friends would fall under God’s 
corrective hand - KJV Job 42:7 And it was so, that after the 
LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to 
Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and 
against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing 
that is right, as my servant Job hath. 
 
Illus:  Joseph’s brothers; Haman’s plot against Mordecai; 
the death of Christ! 



 
          2. Man’s thinking is meaningless in the end, v20. This 
is a quotation from Psalm 94:11. 
 
KJV Psalm 94:11 The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that 
they are vanity. 
 
               a. “Thoughts,” dialogismos,” “reasonings, 
speculations.”  
 
Note:  Used in Romans 1:21, Although they knew God, they 
did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became 
futile [mataios] in their thoughts [dialogismos] and their 
foolish hearts were darkened.  (NAS) 
 

b. “vanity” - ”Futile,” mataios, “useless, 
meaningless” - “worthless.”  

 
• worldly wisdom is temporal “mere 

breath”, God’s wisdom is eternal! 
 
II.  TO BE WISE WE MUST STOP EXALTING HUMAN 
LEADERS V21a 
 
     A.  Leaders are not to be exalted beyond biblical 
bounds; we are to exalt Christ! 
 

• Spiritual leaders are to be respected, honored and 
followed within the guidelines of Scripture.  

 

KJV 1 Thessalonians 5:12 And we beseech you, brethren, to 
know them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to esteem them very highly in 
love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 
 
KJV 1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the 
word and doctrine. 
 
NAS Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the 
word of God to you; and considering the result of their 
conduct, imitate their faith. 
  NAS Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; 
for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this 
would be unprofitable for you. 
 

B. Leaders who are exalted beyond biblical bounds will 
lead to all kinds of heresy and abuse!  

 
Illus:  NAS 1 Timothy 6:20 O Timothy, guard what has been 
entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the 
opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge "-- 
(vain babblings of false wisdom, and continue in the 
simplicity of sincere doctrine).  (Ref:  II Timothy 2:16). 
NAS Titus 1:10 For there are many rebellious men, empty 
talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 
 
III.  TO BE WISE WE MUST APPRECIATE OUR 
RIGHT V21b-23 
 



     A.  A  “right, privilege, or possession to which a person 
is entitled by birth.” By virtue of being born again, “all 
things”our ours!  (Ref: John 3:3). 
 
          1. Gifted teachers are our ministers (v22); Eph. 4:8, 
11-12. 
 
          2. While the world v22 (kosmos) is under Satan’s 
control now (1 John 5:19), in the end, it belongs to us! 
When Christ returns, we will take possession of it again!  
 
KJV Revelation 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and 
priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 
 
KJV Daniel 7:27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him. 
 
          3. …all things belong to you,  both life and death, for 
we have eternal life and death is but a shadow to believers! 
For our benefit!   (Psalm 23:4). 
 
          4.  …all things belong to you - circumstances both 
present and future are “according to plan” for God is in 
control and works all for our good and his glory (Romans 
8:28); v22b! 
 

          5. True wisdom uses the world without abusing it (1 
Cor 7:31) and is not “ruled” by death or circumstances but 
sees them as serving us! 

Explanation given by D.A. Carson - The five things that 
follow “Paul or Apollos or Cephas” represent the fundamental 
tyrannies of human life, the things that enslave us, the things 
that hold us in bondage … The world squeezes us into its mold 
(compare Rom. 12:1-2). It demands so much of our attention 
and allegiance that we seldom devote thought and passion to 
the world to come … Similarly, this present life clamors to be 
treated as if it were worthy of ultimate respect … And at the 
end of this life there is only … death, which hovers over us, the 
ultimate specter … Thus the constant urgency of the present 
and … the vague promises and threats of the future combine to 
divert our attention away from the God who holds both the 
present and the future in his hands. D. A. Carson, The Cross and 

Christian Ministry (Grand Rapids: Baker Books [Inter-Varsity Press], 

1993), pp. 86-87. 

 

 
 
     B. We have been born into God’s family, we belong to 
Christ and Christ (as Messiah) belongs to God!  Since all 
things belong to God, we possess them in Christ! 



 
 
Conclusion: 
 
We belong to “Wisdom.” How tiny earthly rivalries and 
boasting seem in light of this!  Note Mt 11.25-27. True 
wisdom comes by revelation! Why would we ever settle for 
the wisdom of the world, tainted and twisted by sin? 
 
Let us be considered “fools for Christ’s sake,” KJV 1 
Corinthians 4:10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are 
wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are 
honourable, but we are despised.  You must not exalt human 
leaders beyond what Scripture commands. How easy it is to 
find our identity and our status linked with one person.  
When we do this, divisions arise within the church of our 
Lord.   Learn to live like new creations in Christ!   
 
KJV Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  30 For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
 
Wisdom begins by coming to Christ!  
        
 
 


