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Sermon December 4 2016

Luke 1:1-25

Luke is the author (Also the author of Acts) He was a medical Doctor. 
Luke was a Gentile (not of Jewish descent), he was a close friend of the Apostle Paul

The purpose of this book is to create a biography of the Life of Christ. 

vs 4 
So that you may know the exact truth about the things which you have been taught. 

Theophilus - “most excellent” - He was a Roman dignitary who was well known and had turned to 
Christ. He was from the house of Caesar. 
 
Malachi ends with the promise that the profit Elijah would come. 
400 years later we get the announcement of the birth of John The Baptist, breaking the silence of 
God. Its been 500 years since we have seen an angle
Malachi 4:5-6

Verse 5 
Herod was the king, He was a very powerful self promoted leader. He built the temple. He had 
suspicioned his sons were plotting against them and he killed them… He was an evil leader. John 
was born near the end of Herod's reign. The announcement was made in the very temple that Herod 
had built.

Zacharias- Literally The Lord has remembered  Was a priest of the division of Abijah.
We see through the events that The Lord never forgets his people.  
-The temple priesthood was divided up into 24 divisions. Each division had the temple for 2 weeks a 
year. 

Elizabeth- Literally The Oath of God  Daughters of Aaron- Both of them were from the priestly tribe. 
1. A righteous Lifestyle

Verse 6
Both Righteous: This did not mean that they were without sin, it meant that they were forgiven in the 
sight of God.  They were believers justified in God’s sight.They were justified because of their belief. 

Struggles

Verse 7
She was barren. At this point in her life, Elizabeth was unable to have children and they were both 
advanced in years. 
-This looked down on in this society, women who could not bear children. 
Sarah and Hagar 
Rachael cried out to Jacob
Hanna wept bitterly over her barrenness… 
They lacked for the joy of having children. 

This is an important reminder that the righteous have troubles. It does not mean that we will not have 
troubles. 
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The Word of God assures us that there is a purpose. This will drive us closer to The Lord and into 
Prayer. 

We see them faithfully serving the Lord despite their struggles. 

Verse 8
Zacharias was performing his priestly duties. This was one of his 2 weeks. 

Verse 9
This was a very special day for as he was chosen by “lot” to burn the incense. 
This happened twice a day. 

-This was a very high responsibility and an honor. This was not just something that anyone could do. 
It was outside the door of the “Holiest of Holies” 

When those outside would see the smoke rise, they would drop prostrate on the ground and pray to 
The Lord. A short while later, the priest would come out and pronounce the blessing on the people of 
numbers 6:23-27 

Verse 10
one priest would go in and the others would stay out and pray. 

Verse 11
The Angel of The Lord appeared to him. 

We see here is a God’s sovereignty unveiling itself. The series of events is all falling into place with 
this. 
1. A righteous couple without children
2. Zacharias was chosen by “lot” (by chance) to offer the incense to God. 

It all leads up to this pinnacle of him separated from the rest of the priests alone at the alter and an 
angel appears. 

verse 12
He was troubled and fear gripped him. This is a common response to an angel. 

2.  The Promise

Verse 13
We see time and again in scripture when an angel appears to someone they always say “fear not” 

Your prayers have been heard:

1. We can say that they had been praying for a child for many years, but as we see they are older 
and it seems as though he has given up hope.

2. If he means the prayers he was now making, and offering up with his incense, we may suppose 
that those were according to the duty of his place, for the Israel of God and their welfare, and the 
performance of the promises made to them concerning the Messiah and the coming of his 
kingdom: "This prayer of thine is now heard: for thy wife shall shortly conceive him that is to be the 
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Messiah's forerunner." Some of the Jewish writers themselves say that the priest, when he burnt 
incense, prayed for the salvation of the whole world; and now that prayer shall be heard.

You will give him the name John Lit Jehovah has shown grace.

Jehovah has remembered, the oath of God, Jehovah has shown grace. 

God had planned this all out as we can see here according to His Sovereign will. 

***No one of God’s persons is insignificant to Him. We are to trust Him.

Verse 14
joy and gladness - John was going to bring Joy to not only his parents but others as well. He cared 
more about The Lord and others than he did of himself.  

Verse 15
The world is so caught up in bringing joy to themselves and to society around themselves. 

God’s Standard of “Great” and man’s is far from each other. 

Proverbs 3:24- 25 Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it.When 
you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies 
toward the heavens.

Real Greatness is about being great or wealthy in man’s eyes, but bringing joy to the world through 
spreading the Gospel to all men! 

John the Baptist said, He will increase but I must decrease. 

Wine and strong drink were not to influence his life. It was to be influenced by the spirit of God. 

John’s life was under the control of the Holy spirit from the womb. We see him Leap in his mothers 
womb at the announcement of Mary the mother of Jesus’ announcement. 

Once we are saved, we receive this same Holy Spirit…. 

As believers, we are to walk by the Spirit, live by faith… when we do this we will do great things for 
men. 

John preached the word…  

Verse 16, 17
Book of John, we see John open up talking about John the Baptist and what he was doing. He came 
out of the wilderness with his followers and was baptizing people. This was before Christ. He was 
paving the way, preparing hearts. He was baptizing unto repentance of sin.
  
His son would be the one to come as Elijah, to pave the way to grace, to introduce Christ to the 
people he was praying. He was a forerunner of Christ, he prepared the hearts

Elijah was like John the Baptist in that he was bold, uncompromising and solid stand for the Word of 
God. Even in the face of a ruthless monarch. 
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Elijah’s ministry was effective because it was done in the Spirit. 
John’s would be the same. The whole nation came into the wilderness to hear him speak. 

Including the pharisees…you brood of vipers… told tax collectors, go and collect no more than you 
are authorized to…

He would bring about repentance through his preaching a change of heart, a turning of the mind from 
unbelief to belief, repentance manifests itself in a behavioral change.  

Greatness of God and His purity, To exult God in all His might and purity which will produce conviction 
and change so people seek to follow and and conform to The Lord. Fathers would prepare their 
children for The Lord. 

vs 18, 19
In comes the doubt

We see Zacharias question what the Angel says and proceeds to doubt. It is as if he is asking for a 
sign from the angel. 

Abraham asked for a sign in his circumstance when the Lord came to Abraham in a vision. 

We do the same thing, we don't believe God’s word because we don't know His word well. We 
don't spend time studying it. 

We have a small idea of God, and we don't trust like we should. 

Zacharias was righteous, he really had no reason to not believe. He had a great knowledge of the 
Bible. 

His faith did not match his knowledge, so the Lord was going to strengthen his faith. 

Verse 20
He receives a mild rebuke. he cannot speak for 9 months. (He had 9 months to think about the 
promise) 

This was not a punishment, but a discipline designed to be a remedy to strengthen His faith. 

The Lord is never frustrated by our failures, He is God, all knowing, all powerful…etc. 

He will use our failures to His Glory! 

Vs 21-22
He was only supposed to be in there long enough to offer incense. 
The only thing that the crowd knew was that something real big happened! Maybe this was the time 
that The Lord would break His silence. 

Vs 23
His duty was to be a week long, then he went back to Judea. 
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3.  The Blessing

Verse 24
This was most likely an act of devotion out of deep gratitude to The Lord. 

Verse 25
This was the way Elizabeth saw the Lord taking away the stigma of her Childlessness.

Conclusion: 
But this was the beginning of the plan of removing the disgrace of man’s sin and guilt through the gift 
of His son. John was the forerunner. John was pointing the way to Christ. Christ will bring joy to 
multitudes through the ages… 
Can you say this? Have you believed this? This is only done for those who have put their faith in 
Christ. You become His child forever. 

If you have, you can rejoice! 

We see here the faith of a servant of the Lord. The prayers and the Blessing.

Where does faith come from? 

Romans 1:16-17
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”


